
May 8, 2003 - Sheraton Anchorage Hotel, Anchorage, Alaska 
 
Approximately 19 individuals attended the Public Scoping Meeting held in 
Anchorage, Alaska on May 8, 2003.  Meeting attendees were generally opposed to 
the BMDS and many expressed concerned about negative socioeconomic impacts.  
There were also general concerns raised about weapons in space and the 
generation of a new arms race.  One individual raised the point that the current 
proposed BMDS would lead to development of an offensive weapons system.  
Approximately 10 – 12 protestors gathered prior to the meeting.  Several signed 
in, attended the meeting, and provided written comments.  Four individuals at the 
public scoping meeting provided oral comments and five individuals provided 
written comments.  Comments received that specifically related to potential 
impacts to resource areas and human health involved concern that environmental 
impacts for construction and failed launches would affect Alaskan resources, such 
as air quality, water quality, wildlife, and native populations.  Concerns were also 
expressed that development of the BMDS could create local socioeconomic 
problems, for example, health care facilities and other infrastructure are 
insufficient to support the influx of workers on-site at Fort Greely during 
construction.  Representatives from a television station and a radio station attended 
the meeting. 
 


