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Overview
The Missile Defense Agency (MDA), in cooperation 
with the Department of the Air Force (DAF) and 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), has 
prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts 
associated with proposed changes in operational 
concept and other associated activities for the Long 
Range Discrimination Radar (LRDR) located at Clear 
Air Force Station (CAFS) in Alaska. The purpose of the 
Proposed Action is to (1) support the defense of the 
U.S. from emerging threats through improved missile 
tracking and discrimination capabilities by integrating 
the LRDR as an operational asset into the layered 
Missile Defense System and (2) make changes in 
airspace management to accommodate the operation 
of the LRDR. The Proposed Action is needed to protect 
the U.S. against long-range missile threats, as directed 
in the 2014 Fiscal Year National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) and 2016 Fiscal Year NDAA, and to protect 
aviation from the hazard posed by the high-intensity 
radiated fields resulting from the LRDR.

The Proposed Action is a federal action subject to the 
requirements of the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA). In compliance with those requirements, 
the Draft EIS evaluates alternatives; identifies 
and evaluates potential environmental impacts; 
describes any appropriate mitigation measures or 
other commitments; and communicates the findings 
to agency decision makers, regulators, the general 
public, and stakeholder groups. 

Proposed Action
The Proposed Action evaluated in the EIS is for (1) MDA 
to operate the LRDR continuously under the changed 
operational concept, and (2) FAA to take actions related 
to restricting the flight of aircraft in airspace where high-
intensity radiated fields resulting from LRDR operations 
would exceed FAA certification standards for aircraft 
electrical and electronic systems. Should the agencies 
decide to implement the Proposed Action, MDA expects 
that continuous LRDR operations would begin in mid-
2021, and FAA would establish the proposed Restricted 
Areas (or issue an interim temporary flight restriction, 
as necessary) and publish the airway and procedure 
amendments in November 2021.

Proposed Restricted Areas 
The proposed Restricted Areas R-2206A (red), 
R-2206B (light blue), R-2206C (outlined in black), 
and R-2206G (outlined in orange) would operate 
continuously. R-2206D (purple), R-2206E (green), and 
R-2206F (dark blue) would be active only during the 
following designated times: 

	• Prescheduled maintenance or calibration activities 
every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday for a 
2-hour period beginning at 2:00 a.m. and ending at 
4:00 a.m. local Alaska time; 

	• Prescheduled test or tracking events with notice 
provided via Notice to Airmen (NOTAM); and

	• As necessary in response to a national security crisis. 
During these times, provisions would be in place 
to allow access by emergency aircraft and medical 
evacuation flights into and out of Clear Airport. The 
emergency access process would be defined in a 
Letter of Procedure coordinated between MDA, CAFS, 
DAF, and FAA.

Existing and Proposed Restricted Areas
R-2206A (existing R-2206)
R-2206B
R-2206C
R-2206D
R-2206E
R-2206F
R-2206G
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Public Comments
The public is invited to submit comments on the Draft EIS. Comment Period: October 30 through December 21, 2020. 

Comments can be submitted in the following ways: 
	 Email: lrdr.info@mda.mil	 FAX: 907-644-2022	 Mail: LRDR CAFS EIS
		  Voicemail: 256-450-1599	 C/O HDR 
				    2525 C Street, Suite 500
				    Anchorage, AK 99503

Due to federal and state guidance on public gatherings, MDA will provide two opportunities for the public to receive 
additional information and to provide comments. A virtual, Online Open House and a Telephone Public Meeting will 
be held in place of in-person meetings.

MEETING TYPE DAY/TIME LOCATION DETAILS
Online Open House October 30 through December 21, 2020 Visit www.cleareis.com

Telephone Public Meeting December 2, 2020
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  AKST

Dial 855-756-7520 and use
Access Code 65743 	

Electronic copies of the Draft EIS and Online Open House materials are available at 
https://www.mda.mil/system/lrdr and upon request.

For more information, please visit the project website at https://www.mda.mil/system/lrdr or email the 
project team at lrdr.info@mda.mil.

Impacts Analyzed and Mitigation
The primary impact would be the potential change to airspace access around CAFS, requiring changes to flight 
paths and relocation of the Civil Air Patrol Glider Academy. This change would require pilots to remain outside of the 
proposed Restricted Areas. The change in LRDR operations would not harm the ground, water, people, or housing 
areas. A detailed analysis of the environmental impacts and proposed restricted airspace is provided in the Draft EIS.

The Proposed Action was designed to minimize impacts on the environment and aviation while protecting the U.S. 
against long-range missile threats. None of the impacts identified in the environmental analysis would reach a level 
that would necessitate mitigation.
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THE EIS PROCESS
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Publish NOA in FR 
Release FEIS to Public

Mandatory Waiting 
Period

Publish NOA in FR
Release DEIS to Public

52-Day Public  
Comment Period

Implement 
Action

MDA has:
 • Gathered information about current environmental 
conditions relating to the Proposed Action.
 • Analyzed potential impacts from the Proposed Action.
 • Prepared the Draft EIS.

 • Communicated with stakeholder groups, community 
and local leaders, congressional delegations, state 
and local agencies, Alaska Native organizations, and 
tribal entities. 
 • Is now soliciting public comments on the Draft EIS.
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LRDR EIS STEPS
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ACRONYM KEY
DEIS: Draft Environmental Impact Statement
DOPAA: Description of Proposed Action and Alternatives
EIS: Environmental Impact Statement

FEIS: Final Environmental Impact Statement
FR: Federal Register
NOA: Notice of Availability

NOI: Notice of Intent
ROD: Record of Decision
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