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Aegis Ashore        

Aegis Ashore is a land-based component of the Sea-Based Weapon Systems element within 
the Missile Defense Agency’s Missile Defense System.  Aegis Ashore utilizes the Aegis 
Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) System consisting of the Aegis Weapon System (AWS), 
Standard Missile (SM), and U.S. Navy control and communication systems.  Intended to 
address regional ballistic missile threats, the deckhouse and launchers are designed to be 
nearly identical to the version installed aboard U.S. Navy destroyers.  

Aegis Ashore is a significant part of Phases Two and Three of the European Phased Adaptive 
Approach (EPAA), the U.S. contribution to North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s (NATO) missile defense system.  Designed to protect 
Europe against short-, medium-, and intermediate-range ballistic missiles, the approach consists of both sea- and land-based 
configurations. 

Development 

 Aegis Ashore uses similar combat system elements (AN/SPY–1 Radar; command, control, communications, computers and 
intelligence systems; Vertical Launching System; computer processors; display system; power supplies; and cooling) used aboard 
the U.S. Navy’s Aegis BMD destroyers. 

 Integrates advances in sensor technology such as the ability to launch SM–3 missile variants with remote sensor data. 

 Aegis Ashore design utilizes mission critical enclosures for the Aegis Combat System providing the physical security, environmental 
protection, and chemical, biological, and radiological defense. 

Aegis Ashore Missile Defense Test Complex 

 Located on the Pacific Missile Range Facility, Kauai, Hawaii, the Aegis Ashore Missile Defense Test Complex is a test and evaluation 
center for the development of Aegis Ashore capabilities and for advancing BMD System capabilities 

European Phased Adaptive Approach 

 Aegis Ashore Missile Defense System (AAMDS) Deveselu, Romania, certified operational in May 2016, as part of the EPAA  

Phase II.  In 2019, the site was upgraded to Aegis Baseline (BL) 9.B2 (BMD 5.1) and SM-3 Blocks IB and IIA.  This upgrade provides 

ballistic missile defense coverage of southern Europe in support of EPAA Phase III.   

 AAMDS Redzikowo, Poland, and EPAA Phase III Technical Capability Declaration is planned for Spring of 2023 with turnover to 

U.S. Navy, U.S. European Command, and NATO to follow.  It will operate the Aegis BL 9.B2 (BMD 5.1) with SM–3 Block IB and IIA 

missiles. 

Future Capabilities 

 The proven AWS combined with the modular Aegis Ashore design enables iterative, adaptive, and cost effective changes to 

accommodate future land-based and sea-based missile defense system requirements for both regional and homeland defense. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


