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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT  

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF LONG RANGE DISCRIMINATION RADAR AT 

CLEAR AIR FORCE STATION, ALASKA 

 

BACKGROUND: The Missile Defense Agency (MDA) and Air Force Space Command (AFSPC) 

prepared a joint Environmental Assessment (EA) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts 

associated with the deployment of a Long Range Discrimination Radar (LRDR) system at Clear Air Force 

Station (CAFS), Alaska (AK). The LRDR system supports defense of the United States. 

The attached LRDR EA was prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

of 1969, as amended (42 United States Code 4321 et seq.), the President's Council on Environmental 

Quality regulations implementing NEPA (Code of Federal Regulations [CFR], Title 40, Parts 1500-1508), 

Department of the Air Force Policy and Procedures (32 CFR 989), Environmental Impact Analysis 

Process, and the Missile Defense Agency National Environmental Policy Act Implementation Procedures. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES: The Proposed Action is to 

construct and operate a missile defense radar system complex in the Pacific Region at CAFS that would 

support a LRDR and command and control components. The Proposed Action would include mission 

critical, mission support, and non-mission support facilities. Mission critical facilities would consist of the 

Mission Control Facility, LRDR equipment shelter and foundation, an entry control facility with a secure 

boundary, restricted perimeter and animal control fences, a power plant, and a fuel storage system. 

Mission support facilities would be located outside the restricted area and would consist of a maintenance 

facility, calibration antennas, and infrastructure. Non-mission LRDR-specific support facilities  would 

consist of a new dormitory for LRDR operating personnel, a new steam heating plant for the new 

dormitory, repair and portions replaced of the potable water facility for the new dormitory and associated 

steam heating plant, and  repairs (mill and overlay) to Clear Road entering the installation.   In addition to 

the non-mission LRDR-specific actions, several non-mission non-LRDR support facilities and activities 

will also be implemented including a new fire station, consolidation of civil engineering facilities, main 

gate (lane widening) improvements, and demolition of the previous Ballistic Missile Early Warning 

System radar and associated facilities.  Infrastructure would consist of electrical services including an 

onsite electrical substation, water, sewer, paving, sidewalks, storm drainage, fire protection and alarm 

systems, telecommunication point of presence, and information management systems. 

Alternative 1-Site 3A: Under this alternative, the LRDR site (includes both the mission critical and 

support facilities) at CAFS would primarily be located at the Old Tech Site. At this location, the LRDR 

site would be in close proximity to available utilities, such as power, communications, and roads. 

Alternative 1-Site 3A would consist of approximately 44.2 acres with 31.4 acres for the site layout area. 

Alternative 1-Site 3A is located in a previously developed area requiring minimal site clearing. 

Alternative 2-Site 3B: Under this alternative, the LRDR site (includes both the mission critical and 

support facilities) at CAFS would also primarily be located at the Old Tech Site, but would encompass an 

area that had not been previously developed. At this location, the LRDR site would also be in close 

proximity to available utilities, such as power, communications, and roads. Alternative 2-Site 3B would 

consist of approximately 44.2 acres which includes 31.4 acres for the site layout area. In addition, 

Alternative 2-Site 3B would require 12.8 acres outside the site layout area for radar sighting above the 

trees.   A total of approximately 26 acres of tree clearing would be required, 13.2 acres inside the site 

layout area and 12.8 acres outside the site layout area. 

No Action: Under the no action alternative, the LRDR facilities would not be constructed or operated. 

Thus, no environmental impacts were identified for this alternative. 

SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES: In assessing the environmental impacts of 

the Proposed Action, potential effects to 15 environmental resource areas including air quality, airspace, 
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 PURPOSE AND NEED FOR PROPOSED ACTIONS 1.0

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

This Environmental Assessment (EA) evaluates the potential environmental consequences of the 

proposed construction and operation of a Long Range Discrimination Radar (LRDR) to support 

the defense of the United States (U.S.) at Clear Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska (AK). If the 

decision is made to proceed, the proposed construction activities would begin in Fiscal Year 

(FY) 2016 and continue through FY 2021, with the site being operational by mid FY 2020.  

1.2 BACKGROUND 

Within the Department of Defense (DoD), the Missile Defense Agency (MDA) is responsible for 

developing, testing, and fielding an integrated ballistic missile defense system (BMDS) to defend 

the U.S., its deployed forces, allies, and friends against all ranges of enemy ballistic missiles in 

all phases of flight. The BMDS provides a layered defense, consisting of various weapon, sensor 

and communications, command and control platforms that are used to defeat incoming ballistic 

missiles.  

1.3 PURPOSE AND NEED 

The purpose of the action is to provide a properly situated US-based radar site with sufficient 

capability for midcourse BMDS discrimination and hit/kill assessment in support of enhanced 

homeland defense. The need is to deploy a LRDR against long-range ballistic missile threats 

from North Korea as directed in the National Defense Authorization Act for 2014. When 

complete, this radar would function as part of the BMDS and be functionally capable through the 

MDA Command and Control, Battle Management, and Communications (C2BMC) system.  This 

EA considers and evaluates the construction and operation of the LRDR. 

1.4 SCOPE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

This EA documents the environmental analysis of installation of a new radar at CAFS, Clear, 

Alaska, and includes an assessment of impacts to air quality, airspace, biological resources, 

cultural resources, environmental justice, geology and soils, hazardous materials and hazardous 

waste management, health and safety, land use, noise, socioeconomics, transportation, utilities, 

water resources, and wetlands.  Details of cost/schedule/performance and alternatives considered 

but not carried forward are described in Section 2.3. 

1.5 FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS 

This Proposed Action constitutes a Federal action subject to the requirements of the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended. The President’s Council on 
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Environmental Quality (CEQ) issued regulations (40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 1500-
1508) to implement NEPA that include provisions for both the content and procedural aspects of 
the required environmental analysis. Accordingly, MDA has prepared this EA through adherence 
to procedures set forth in the CEQ regulations, MDA NEPA Implementing Procedures and Air 
Force Instruction (AFI) 32-7061, as promulgated at 32 CFR Part 989 (Air Force Environmental 
Impact Analysis Process) to evaluate alternatives, to identify and evaluate potential 
environmental impacts, to describe any mitigation measures or commitments required and to 
communicate its findings to agency decision makers and the public. The scope of analysis 
presented in this EA is defined by the potential range of environmental impacts that would result 
from implementation of the Proposed Action. 

1.6 INTERAGENCY AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION 
AND CONSULTATIONS 

The Air Force Space Command (AFSPC) requested Cooperating Agency status in accordance 
with 40 CFR 1501.6. As a cooperating agency, AFSPC provided input to the EA during 
development, and conducted reviews at the draft and final stages. The AFSPC (A4C) is expected 
to sign a joint Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) based on this EA in order to meet their 
statutory and regulatory requirements before the project may proceed. 

Federal, state, and local agencies and native tribes with jurisdiction that could be affected by the 
proposed and alternative actions were notified and consulted during the development of this EA. 
Consultation with local tribes has been initiated and will continue in accordance with the 
Comprehensive Agreement between the Nenana Native Council and the Clear Air Force Station.  
See Section 3.5.4 for additional details. Appendix A contains a list of agencies and the Nenana 
Native Council that were contacted during  the pre-LRDR EA activities and the type of 
correspondence with each entity, responses, and concurrences (as applicable). 

In addition, notification correspondence was sent out to the agencies and the Nenana Native 
Council announcing the availability of the Proposed Final EA and Proposed FONSI for review. 
A copy of the Notice of Availability and notification correspondence for the Proposed Final EA 
and Proposed FONSI with the agencies and Nenana Native Council has been provided in 
Appendix D.  The public comment period ran from May 2, 2016, through June 2, 2016. 

Comments that were received during public comment period are provided in Appendix E. The 
comments that required responses have been addressed and incorporated into this Final EA. A 
summary of responses provided are presented in Appendix F. 

1.7 SUMMARY OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

As part of the NEPA process for the EA public participation is encouraged. The Notice of 
Availability for the Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI was published in local 
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newspapers (Fairbanks Daily-News Miner which is the closest local newspaper to CAFS) and 
posted at U.S. Post Offices of Clear, AK, Anderson, AK, and Nenana, AK. A copy of the 
newspaper advertisements have been provided in Appendix D. During the public comment 
period copies of the Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI were posted on MDA’s 
website at http://mda.mil.www.news/environmental.reports.html and placed in the local libraries, 
Anderson Community Library, Anderson, AK; Nenana Public Library, Nenana, AK; and Noel 
Wein Public Library, Fairbanks, AK. Public comments were requested by both email and regular 
mail.  No public comments were received during the public comment period. 

 
1.8 RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 

The conclusions from previous NEPA studies conducted at CAFS were reviewed and 
summarized as appropriate in this EA. Specific documents are summarized in the appropriate 
sections and listed in Section 5.0.  
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 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTIONS AND 2.0

ALTERNATIVES 

CAFS is located in east central Alaska approximately 56 miles southwest of Fairbanks in the 

Tanana Valley. It encompasses 11,438 acres, most of which is undeveloped. The developed 

portion of CAFS (Figure 2.0-1) consists of approximately 350 acres and is divided into four main 

areas: the Composite Area, where most administrative, recreational and living quarters are 

located; the Old Camp Area, where civil engineering, maintenance shops and security police 

offices are located; the Solid State Phased Array Radar Site (SSPARS) site, which is used to 

detect missile launches as well as to track moving objects through space; and the Old Tech Site, 

where the BMEWS radars, radar support buildings and power plant are located. 

CAFS is bordered to the east by the George Parks Highway (Alaska State Highway 3), to the 

north by the community of Anderson, and to the west by the Nenana River. The Alaska Range is 

located to the south. CAFS is accessed from the George Parks Highway, which connects 

Anchorage and Fairbanks. 

CAFS is the home of the 13th Space Warning Squadron (SWS) and the 213th SWS Alaska Air 

National Guard, which are one of several units of the 21st Space Wing, Peterson Air Force Base 

(AFB), Colorado. The 13th SWS generates early missile launch warning data and provides total 

coverage of the North American continent in the event of ground-based or sea-launched ballistic 

missile attack. It also provides space surveillance data for more than 9,500 manmade objects in 

orbit around the world. CAFS staff is composed of approximately 300 USAF active-duty, Air 

National Guard, DoD civilians, and contract employees. 

2.1 PROPOSED ACTION 

This Proposed Action includes the construction and operation of a missile defense radar system 

complex in the Pacific Region at CAFS which would support a LRDR and command and control 

components (Figure 2.1-1). The Proposed Action would require mission critical, mission 

support, and non-mission support facilities.  

Mission critical facilities would consist of the Mission Control Facility (MCF), LRDR 

equipment shelter (LES) and foundation that holds the radar, an entry control facility (ECF) with 

a System Security Level A (SSL-A) secure boundary, a restricted perimeter fence and animal 

control fence, a power plant; and a fuel storage system. Mission critical facility construction 

would also include lightning protection, equipment grounding systems, and electromagnetic 

interference (EMI) shielding and testing. All of the permanent LRDR facilities would be 

designed and constructed to meet the requirements of Unified Facility Criteria (UFC) 1-200-02, 

High Performance and Sustainable Buildings. Mission critical facilities are further described in 

Section 2.1.1. 



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

2-2 

 

Figure 2.0-1 Developed Portions of CAFS 

 

Southern portion of developed areas at CAFS 

 

Northern portion of developed areas at CAFS 
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Figure 2.1-1 Proposed LRDR Site Location 
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Mission support facilities would be located outside the restricted area and would consist of a 

maintenance facility and near field antennas. Mission support facilities are further described in 

Section 2.1.2. 

Infrastructure would be provided for both mission critical and mission support facilities 

consisting of electrical services including an onsite electrical substation, water, sewer, paving, 

sidewalks, storm drainage, fire protection and alarm systems, site improvements and demolition, 

telecommunication point of presence, and information management systems. 

Several non-mission support facilities associated with the LRDR project were identified and are 

addressed in this EA. These support facilities are divided into non-mission LRDR-specific and 

non-mission non-LRDR-specific facilities. The non-mission LRDR-specific support facilities 

consist of a new dormitory for LRDR operating personnel, a new steam heating plant for the new 

dormitory, repair and replacement of the potable water facility for the new dormitory and 

associated heating steam plant, and repairs (mill and overlay) to Clear Road entering the 

installation. Non-mission non-LRDR-specific facilities are existing planned actions whose scope 

and/or urgency would be impacted by the LRDR project. These facilities include a new fire 

station, consolidation of civil engineering facilities, main gate improvements, and demolition of 

the previous Ballistic Missile Early Warning System (BMEWS) radar and associated facilities. 

These projects are the responsibility of the U.S. Air Force (USAF) (Lead Service) to validate, 

program and execute. The non-mission support facilities are further described in Section 2.1.3. 

A schematic illustration of the overall proposed LRDR notional site layout and associated 

support facilities is provided for reference in Figure 2.1-2 based on Alternative 1-Site 3A. The 

basic layout of the LRDR site shown would be same no matter which location (Site 3A or Site 

3B) is selected. 

Current estimates of additional manpower required to operate the Proposed Action (the LRDR at 

CAFS) would be approximately 67 personnel, including additional security forces and 

maintenance staff. 
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Figure 2.1-2 LRDR Notional Layout – CAFS (Source: USACE, 2015b) 
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2.1.1 Mission Critical Facilities Description 

LRDR mission critical facilities are defined as those facilities that are integral and critical to the 

operation of the radar system in performing the mission and would be located within the SSL-A 

security boundary. LRDR mission critical facilities include the following: 

 MCF.  

 LES with foundation and interfaces. 

 SSL-A ECF. 

 SSL-A Security Fence and Animal Control Fence. 

 LRDR Power Plant (LPP). 

 Fuel storage. 

2.1.1.1 Mission Control Facility (MCF) 

The MCF would be shielded and would be connected to the LES via a controls interface link. 

The radar antenna and related radar system components would be housed in the LES. The MCF 

would house the Missile Defense Operations Center, Electronic Equipment Room (EER), Radar 

Maintenance, heat plant, and office accommodations.  

The MCF would be a conventional single story structure with prefinished and insulated metal 

panels attached to a steel column and beam superstructure. It would have a conventional low-

sloped warm roof over a metal deck with a fully-adhered membrane and internal drainage. The 

MCF would be sited and configured to support radar operations, to minimize radar interference, 

and to facilitate future upgrade. The MCF would be approximately 56,000 square feet (sf) and 

would be designed and constructed to comply with DoD criteria for High Performance and 

Sustainable Requirements (UFC 1-200-2) and current USAF requirements.  

2.1.1.2 LRDR Equipment Shelter (LES) 

The LES would be comprised of a multi-story structure to support the radar face and elements. It 

would be furnished and installed by the Radar Contractor. The LES would support the array 

faces for the LRDR and would connect to the MCF via a controls interface link. 

This LES would be an enclosed structural shell with means of access to the backside of the radar 

modules using array floors, catwalks or other similar means. The LES would provide the 

environment needed for the radar equipment and systems to operate. This space would not be 

occupied except for maintenance activities. Therefore, it would not include restrooms, offices, or 

workstations. 

The LES would include the following subsystems: 

 Heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC). 

 Radar process cooling and heating water systems distribution. 
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 Plumbing. 

 Power distribution. 

 Lighting. 

 Security. 

 Communications. 

 Fire protection and detection. 

2.1.1.3 SSL-A Entry Control Facility (ECF) 

An approximate 1,100 sf ECF would provide the LRDR entry checkpoint for passage of 

personnel and vehicles into the site. Sufficient area would be allocated within the facility to 

accommodate processing of personnel during peak traffic times. 

2.1.1.4 SSL-A Security Fence and Animal Control Fence 

A restricted perimeter with a double fence configuration would be constructed around the 

mission critical facilities which would include a security fence and an animal fence. This fence 

would include provisions for intrusion detection and site lights.  

2.1.1.5 LRDR Power Plant (LPP) 

One shielded power plant facility with diesel generators would be constructed. The LPP would 

meet the emission control requirements for the State of Alaska. Primary power would be 

provided by commercial power. Until the LPP construction is completed in 2021, a 1-MW diesel 

powered generator would be provided for emergency building life support only. 

2.1.1.6 Fuel Storage 

The fuel storage system would include fuel storage capacity to generate power and heat for radar 

building systems and maintain mission operations for the required timeframes for each location.  

The system would include three 50,000-gallon, horizontal, double-walled, steel tanks installed 

below-grade in individualized concrete vaults, a truck unloading and fuel oil transfer system, and 

interconnecting supply and return piping. The fuel system would provide fuel storage for all fuel 

burning equipment for the MCF and LPP areas, including the electrical generators, the heating 

system boilers, and any other fueled devices. The fuel storage location would not present a 

human hazard or electronics interference from electromagnetic radiation (EMR) from the radar.  

2.1.2 Mission Support Facilities 

Mission support facilities are those that host equipment or systems not required to operate or 

sustain the system but enhance site operations. The main mission support facilities would include 

the maintenance facility and Near Field Antennas (NFAs).  
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2.1.2.1 Maintenance Facility  

The maintenance facility would be approximately 12,300 sf and sited and configured to support 

radar operations, minimize radar interference, and facilitate future upgrades. The maintenance 

facility would contain warehouse space and maintenance space. The warehouse space would 

contain the radar system and general facility material required to support the direct operation and 

maintenance of the radar system and other mission support facilities.  

To minimize security and safety concerns and facilitate shipping and receiving activities, the 

maintenance facility would be located outside the SSL-A boundary fence area separate from the 

radar. The minimum separation distance would meet security and safety requirements, while 

remaining within walking distance to the MCF.  

2.1.2.2 Calibration Antenna  

Two calibration antennas would be provided for purposes of testing and calibration of the radar, 

one for each face. These calibration antennas would be located outside the security fence. The 

specific size, configuration, and antenna structure location would be determined for the LRDR 

radar calibration and electronics equipment during the design being provided by the Radar 

Contractor. A raised shelter would be needed in the line of sight of the radar face to support the 

calibration antenna.  The Radar Contractor has not finalized the design and does not know if 

calibration antenna will be required.  Should an antenna be required, the designer will utilize the 

2013 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Revised Voluntary Guidelines for Communication 

Tower Design, Siting, Construction, Operation, Retrofitting, and Decommissioning (USFWS, 

2013) to the greatest extent possible consistent with mission requirements and/or operational 

effectiveness.  In addition, if guidewires are required, general BMPs to reduce avian strike 

hazards from guy wires or other structures that could be implemented includes the following 

(FAA, 2015): 

 Using self-supporting, un-guyed towers/structures. 

 Discouraging perching and nesting by ravens and raptors by using monopole structures in 

place of lattice structures, unless use of a monopole structure would require guywires. 

Anti- perching and anti-nesting devices could be used on lattice structures. 

 When guy wires are necessary, each wire should be marked for its full length using 

daytime markers that stand out against the wire and the environment. We recommend 

working with the Service to choose appropriate markers. Markers should be regularly 

maintained for the life of the project. 

 

2.1.3 Non-Mission Support Facilities 

The non-mission support facilities that have been identified as being related to the LRDR project 

have been categorized as non-mission LRDR-specific actions and non-mission non-LRDR-
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specific actions. The non-mission LRDR-specific support facilities actions consist of the 

following: 

 A new dormitory for LRDR operating personnel. 

 A new steam heating plant for the new dormitory. 

 Repair and replacement of the potable water facility (for the new dormitory and 

associated steam/heating plant. 

 Repairs (mill and overlay) to Clear Road entering the installation. 

The non-mission non-LRDR-specific support facilities actions consist of: 

 A new fire station. 

 Consolidation of Civil Engineering facilities 

 Main gate (lane addition) improvements. 

 Demolition of the previous BMEWS and associated facilities.  

2.1.3.1 Non-Mission LRDR-Specific Support Facilities Actions 

The non-mission LRDR-specific support facilities actions would consist of the following: 

 Dormitory/lodging. The new dormitories would be constructed to support the additional 

67 military and contractor support, maintenance, and security forces personnel. The 

actual dormitory facilities would support up to 96 personnel.  

 New steam heating plant. A new steam heating plant would be constructed for heating the 

new dormitory facilities. The new steam plant would be provided in conjunction with the 

consolidation of the Civil Engineering facilities. The new steam heating plant has been 

anticipated to be sized at 7 Million British Thermal Units per hour (MBtu/hr). 

 Repair/replace potable water facility. The potable water facility would be repaired with 

some portions replaced to meet installation and additional potable water demands for the 

new dormitory (67 LRDR operations personnel) and associated new steam heating steam 

plant for new dormitories. For this action two new wells would be drilled, installed, and 

developed outside of the existing water facility. New vertical line shaft turbine pumps 

with new motors would be installed in each well. Following well installation, the existing 

wells would be abandoned in accordance with Alaska Department of Environmental 

Conservation (ADEC) requirements. In addition to the wells, the Building would be 

expanded to house the wells, provide for unloading/staging of chemicals, and lab/office 

space, and associated ventilation. Based on the planned building expansions, the current 

size of the existing water facility (approximately 1,200 sf [USAF, 2013a]) may double or 

triple in size. In addition to building expansions, sizes of the existing water storage would 

be increased and piping would be installed to allow for ease of maintenance. Additional 

description details and analysis regarding this action was provided in the 2007 

Construction/Renovation Project EA (USAF, 2007a).  
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 Repairs to Clear Road from CAFS entrance to Parks Highway (Highway 3). Repairs 

would be made to the Clear Road from CAFS entrance to Parks Highway (or Highway 3) 

caused by increased traffic related to the construction of the LRDR project. The repair for 

this approximate 2-mile length of two-lane road would include milling and overlaying 

following the LRDR construction activities. However, no upgrades (i.e., widening road or 

shoulders, etc.) of Clear Road are proposed. 

 

The non-mission LRDR-specific support facilities actions will be assessed and evaluated on a 

resource basis in Section 4.0 of this EA.  

2.1.3.2 Non-Mission Non-LRDR-Specific Support Facilities Actions 

The non-mission non-LRDR-specific support facilities actions that have been assessed and 

evaluated for in this LRDR consist of the following: 

 Fire Station in Composite Area. Erection of an approximately 20,700 sf concrete and 

steel structure is proposed which would be used for housing and maintaining firefighting 

equipment. Additional descriptive details of this action are provided in 2005 Basewide 

EA (USAF, 2005a). 

 Consolidation of Structures in Composite Area. Modifications to existing structures in the 

Composite Area are proposed to enhance working efficiency, conserve energy, and 

optimize space utilization. These modifications would affect approximately 65,000 sf of 

office/maintenance/living space. Additional descriptive details of this action are provided 

in 2005 Basewide EA (USAF, 2005a). 

 Main Gate Improvements. Lane widening for construction activities near the main gate is 

addressed as a part of the main gate improvements. The lane widening activities will be 

provided at the initiation of the LRDR construction period; whereas, additional main gate 

improvements defined in the 2005 Basewide EA (USAF, 2005a) and other CAFS 

planning documents (USAF, 2013a) will be provided later in the LRDR construction 

period. . 

 Old Technical (Tech) Site Demolition/Cleanup. Demolition/cleanup activities for the Old 

Technical (Tech) Site are discussed in detail Section 2.2.1.1 and in the 2001 Demolition 

EA (USAF, 2001a). 

The non-mission, non-LRDR specific support facilities actions identified have been assessed and 

evaluated as actions that may have cumulative impacts related to LRDR mission critical and 

support facilities. The cumulative impact analyses related to these actions are presented in 

Section 4.17. 
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2.2 ALTERNATIVES EVALUATED 

The alternatives evaluated in this EA include the following: 

 Alternative 1-Site 3A - CAFS, AK. 

 Alternative 2-Site 3B - CAFS, AK. 

 No Action Alternative. 

Alternatives considered but not carried through into this EA are discussed in Section 2.3. 

The following sections present a description of the alternatives evaluated. Detailed descriptions 

of the activities planned for implementation of the LRDR are included. It should be noted that 

for Alternative 2-Site 3B only the differences between the alternatives are described, and as 

appropriate, the descriptions for Alternative 1-Site 3A are referenced. The primary difference 

between the two alternatives is the location of the actual LRDR site component of the 

alternatives. Figure 2.2-1 shows a comparison if the two different locations of the LRDR site 

component. 

2.2.1 Alternative 1-Site 3A – Clear Air Force Station (CAFS), AK 

The proposed Alternative 1-Site 3A location of the LRDR site (includes both the mission critical 

and support facilities) at CAFS would primarily be at the Old Tech Site. At this location, the 

LRDR site would be in close proximity to available utilities, such as power, communications, 

and roads. The proposed location of the LRDR site and features associated with its 

implementation for Alternative 1-Site 3A are shown on Figure 2.2-2. Alternative 1-Site 3A 

consists of approximately 44.2 acres with 31.4 acres for the site layout area. Alternative 1-Site 

3A is located in a previously developed area requiring minimal site clearing. 

In addition to the LRDR site for Alternative 3A, other areas that could be impacted by mission-

critical and mission-support facilities during the LRDR construction and operations are shown on 

Figure 2.1-2 including the following: 

 LRDR Man Camp. 

 Non-mission LRDR support facilities. 

 Non-mission non-LRDR support facilities.  

The locations of these proposed facilities are primarily in previously developed areas. 

A schedule for the Proposed Action is provided in Figure 2.2-3. The schedule shows the main 

construction activities for the Proposed Action including the LRDR facilities, the non-mission 

LRDR support facilities, the non-mission non-LRDR-specific support facilities, and the BMEWS 

demolition work. Also shown is the anticipated number of personal associated with 

implementation of the Proposed Action as it progresses. Note that the schedule would be the  
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Figure 2.2-1 – Proposed LRDR Site Locations – Site 3A and Site 3B 
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Figure 2.2-2 Expanded View – Site Footprint for LRDR Site 3A 
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Figure 2.2-3 Composite Schedule and Manpower Estimates for LRDR-Related Activities 
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same no matter which alternative is selected (e.g., Alternative 1-Site 3A or Alternative 2-Site 

3B).  

2.2.1.1 Demolition/Demilitarization 

Prior to the start of LRDR construction, several existing structures located within or adjacent to 

the site development area would require demilitarization and removal. The area referred to as the 

Old Tech Site supported a radar system that was replaced with a new system, the SSPARS. The 

Defense Logistics Agency would demilitarize these structures. An Environmental Assessment 

Demolition of Technical Site, Clear Air Force Station, Alaska, June 2001, analyzed the potential 

impacts for demolition of the Old Tech Site and resulted in a FONSI (USAF, 2001a).  

Below is a summary of the 2001 Demolition EA that describes the actions to be taken and 

impacts of those actions. 

As shown on Figure 2.2-4, the Old Tech Site includes facilities that supported three antenna 

structures one 90-ft diameter radar dish, and a satellite communication terminal. As defined in 

the demolition EA, the Proposed Action would include the demilitarization of the BMEWS and 

satellite structures followed by demolition of all the facilities in the Old Tech Site, including the 

buildings, utilidor, radars and antenna. Prior to demolition, there would be large quantities of 

scrap steel, copper, bronze, and aluminum recovered, as well as cables. Equipment, metal, and 

other material would be reused, recycled, or disposed of depending on the market need and cost. 

A location within CAFS would be identified to stockpile materials that are being salvaged. After 

demilitarization of the radar antennas, the gravel embankments may be removed at the three 

antenna bases and used as cover material for the BMEWS slabs or as fill material at other on 

base locations. 

The demolition process described in the EA also accounted for the presence of hazardous 

materials (asbestos, lead-based paint [LBP], polychlorinated biphenyls [PCBs], mercury 

switches, thermostats, fluorescent light bulbs, nickel, cadmium, and lead (Pb)-acid batteries, used 

oil, and chromium solution). Other applicable environmental issues for the Old Tech Site 

disposal included the presence of four groundwater wells drawing water for the facility’s water 

supply and for cooling the radar system. Septic tanks in service at the time would be closed in 

accordance with State requirements.  

There were four underground storage tanks on the Old Tech Site. Three were closed in place and 

one was removed; the underground storage tank activities were conducted in accordance with 

State requirements. 

As indicated, the impacts and activities associated with the demolition of the Old Tech Site were 

defined in an approved 2001 EA (USAF, 2001a). Although the activities to be implemented for 

the demilitarization/demolition will follow the methods defined in the approved 2001 EA, one   
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Figure 2.2-4 CAFS Old Tech Site-Demolition/Demilitarization Area 

  



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

2-18 

 

area needing to be updated is the method of waste disposal that would be associated with this 

work and its impacts.   

Materials from removal of the previous antennas would primarily be scrapped and recycled. In 

addition to those materials, additional types of waste that would be generated during the 

demilitarization/demolition of the Old Tech Site and their planned deposition would include the 

following: 

 Concrete demolition debris consists of concrete demolition from buildings, foundations, 

slabs, parking areas, roadways, etc. Concrete demolition waste is exempt from being 

disposed of in a permitted landfill. The current plan is to dispose of the concrete 

demolition debris onsite starting at the north end of the active borrow pit area (see Figure 

2.1-2). 

 Construction and demolition (C&D) debris consists of all construction debris other 

than concrete waste, and that is neither toxic nor hazardous which is normally disposed 

of by landfilling. The current plan is to dispose of C&D waste at the Denali Borough 

Landfill, some 2 miles from the base.   

 Other regulated materials (ORM) consists of waste that contain hazardous materials 

(such as PCB, lead, or mercury) or hazardous waste. These materials will be handled and 

managed by Defense Reutilization Marketing Office in accordance with applicable 

Federal, State of Alaska, and local requirements, and associated hazardous waste 

generated will be transported and disposed of at a permitted facility.  

 Asbestos containing materials (ACM) consists of any demolition wastes such as 

insulating products; roofing and siding materials; and ceiling and floor tiles. All potential 

ACM generated in conjunction with the demolition activities would be handled and 

disposed of according to the installation Asbestos Management Plan (BAE, 2015c) as 

well as in compliance with all applicable Federal, State, and local regulations. The 

current plan for disposal of ACM waste would be to transport and dispose of this waste 

at the Fairbanks North Star Borough Solid Waste Facility in Fairbanks, AK. This facility 

has the capacity required for the ACM disposal (estimated quantity versus capacity 

verified (MDA,2015b), and prior to initiation of demolition efforts, a project application 

and final approval will be obtained for disposal of the CAFS ACM waste at this facility. 

A tabular summary of the estimated quantities of demolition waste materials to be generated and 

disposed of or recycled is presented in Table 2.2-1. Although modifications to the original EA 

2002 are provided by these updates for the waste handling procedures, no significant changes in 

the overall impacts for the demolition activities based on these modifications are anticipated. 

Site restoration activities would be required after the structures are removed.  
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Table 2.2-1 Estimates of Old Tech Site Demolition Waste – Disposal and Recyclable 

Material Waste Description Unit Quantity Disposal Category (Cubic Yard) 

Concrete C&D ORM ACM 

Concrete Waste          

Total Concrete in Facility Cubic Yard 15,375 15,375    

Construction & Demolition (C&D) Debris (without Concrete)          

Building Demolition Debris Cubic Yard 146,356  903.4   

Other Regulated Material (ORM)     

PCB Contaminated Materials  (10% of 

concrete waste) 

Cubic Yard    1,573.5  

Copper Pipe (Painted) - 8"dia Linear Feet 192   2.5  

Asbestos Containing Materials     

ACM Pipe Insulation at Joints/Fittings Cubic Yard 4,222    54.6 

ACM Pipe Insulation @ Bldg 

104,105,106 

Cubic Yard 1,293    16.7 

ACM Pipe Insulation@14 " diameter 

Bldg 645 

Linear Feet 3,358    132.9 

Popcorn Ceiling Materials Square Feet 13,345    41.2 

Suspended acoustical tile 2'x4' gray core Square Feet 1,490    4.6 

HVAC insulation wrap - friable 

(interstitial space) 

Square Feet 4,230    13.1 

Black HVAC insulation wrap - friable 

(interior ducting) 

Square Feet 7,040    21.7 

Fabric Covering - friable interior ACM 

(Room 245) 

Square Feet 564    1.7 

GWB with ACM joint compound Square Feet 1,896    5.9 

Paper-filled fire doors (with ACM fill) Each 5    1.0 

Fireproofing coating on beam -friable 

ACM 

Square Feet 304    1.9 

Vinyl floor tiles (both 9"x9" & 12"x12"), 

black mastic 

Square Feet 22,908    35.4 

White or black thermal panels: insulation 

applied with ACM mastic/caulk 

Square Feet 8,840    13.6 

Roofing tar & patch/repair materials Square Feet 979    1.5 

Silvery Vent Cover Material Square Feet 30    0.0 

Galbestos metal wall sheathing (black 

exterior) 

Square Feet 181,500    560.2 

Totals Waste for Disposal  Cubic Yard  15,375 903.4 1,576.0 906.0 

 

Recyclable Materials 

 

Copper (Tons) 

 

Aluminum (Tons) 

 

Steel (Tons) 

Wave-Guide 420 10,300  

Cable and Wiring (Copper) 9,280   

Computer Cabinets, Electric Bus Cabinets 

and Control System Cabinets (24 Cubic 

Feet Each) 

  1,200 

Steel Mess and Rebar from Concrete   787 

Commodity Totals (Tons) 9,700 10,300 1,987 

Commodity Totals (Cubic Yards) 5,706 6,059 1,169 

Source: USACE, 2015c.  
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2.2.1.2 Site Preparation, Site Grading and Storm Drainage 

Site preparation activities, such as erection of the LRDR Man Camp, road construction, fencing, 

water wells, wastewater treatment, temporary power, etc. would be expected to begin around 

July 2016. 

A temporary LRDR Man Camp for approximately 350 workers would be built within the site 

boundaries for government and government contractor site activation and construction personnel. 

The LRDR Man Camp would provide office space; housing units; dining facilities; a medical 

treatment area; and morale, welfare, and recreation activities such as fitness and television 

rooms. The LRDR Man Camp would be installed prior to the start of construction and expanded 

as necessary should additional personnel be needed at the construction site. It would be located 

as shown on Figure 2.1-2. The LRDR Man Camp would be decommissioned and restored back 

to existing conditions, as practicable, once the construction is completed (i.e., 2020 to 2022) or 

may remain as needed once the LRDR construction is completed for other CAFS operations or 

non-LRDR construction related activities. 

During the LRDR construction, existing CAFS roadways would be used. The Main Gate 

entrance would be widened as shown on Figure 2.1-2 to handle the heavier traffic loads 

anticipated. Parking would be provided in the LRDR Man Camp including electrical outlets for 

vehicle plug-in heaters. 

Site preparation would include cut and fill (grading) to level the site and establish positive 

drainage. Fill material would come from either an onsite or offsite source, depending on quality 

of the fill material needed. Site grading and drainage would be in accordance with UFC 3-201-

01, Chapter 3, Storm Drainage Systems.  

The LRDR development area would drain to existing drainage systems. There are no discharge 

points from the system due to the area’s flat topography. All storm water would be retained in 

small swales, ditches, and shallow ponds until it infiltrates into the soil. 

A storm water management strategy would be included with the site grading and drainage design 

per the requirements of UFC 3-210-10, Low Impact Development. 

A temporary construction fence could be installed around the construction site and access road.  

Once construction had been completed the LRDR Man Camp and temporary fence would be 

removed and the area returned to its pre-construction state or a state consistent with its reuse. 

2.2.1.3 Construction 

Construction activities at CAFS would take approximately 4 years to obtain initial capability and 

an additional 2 years for obtaining objective capability, with the main construction effort 

occurring during the first 3 years. Most ground-disturbing activities would occur during the first 
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24 months. Construction and site activation personnel requirements would average 200, with a 

maximum of 350 during peak construction activities. Construction of the LRDR facilities would 

begin in 2016 with initial capability being met in 2020 and objective capability in 2022. Figure 

2.1-2 displays a notional site layout for CAFS. An approximate construction schedule is 

provided on Figure 2.2-3.  

A network of roads, parking areas and sidewalks would be provided at the MCF and 

Maintenance Facility to provide circulation throughout the site and to other installation facilities. 

The existing roadway between Composite Area Street ‘A’ and LRDR parking area entrance 

would be upgraded to a paved primary roadway with street lighting. 

A diesel fuel storage system would be installed to include fuel storage capacity to the LPP to 

generate power radar building systems and maintain mission operations. Multiple diesel fuel 

storage tanks in below-grade, reinforced concrete vaults with piping and pumps to connect to the 

emergency diesel-generators would be installed. Double-wall UL-142 welded steel tanks with 

100 percent epoxy-coated interiors would be used. Vaults would be sized to permit personnel 

access to the exterior of each tank for inspection and maintenance and would be designed to 

provide secondary containment of fuel leaks from the tanks and connected piping. 

Approximately 15 ft of soil would need to be excavated for the vault. This soil would be 

mounded up against the walls for further protection. A fuel inventory monitoring and truck fuel 

receipts system would be installed. All underground fuel oil piping would be doubled walled 

with leak detection system. A single lane (approximately 12 ft) paved road would be constructed 

outside the perimeter fence for delivery trucks to access the off-loading connections. The fuel 

truck road should be slightly sloped towards a lined/cement/secondary containment catch basin 

capable of containing contents/volume of a typical fuel truck. It should be engineered to facilitate 

pumping of any spill including a catastrophic failure of a fuel delivery truck as well as to keep 

water from collecting with a basin drain that can be actuated to close when fuel/spill occurs. 

2.2.1.4 Utilities 

Water wells would be installed to provide water for once pass-through cooling for the radar 

arrays, domestic and fire protection, providing a continuous supply of 38-degree Fahrenheit (
o
F) 

water to the chilled water system. As a basis for design, the average estimated continuous 

groundwater demand for cooling is 4,000 gallons per minute (GPM) with peak demands of 8,000 

GPM for an unspecified duration (Golder Associates, 2015). Discharge of the cooling water 

would be to Lake Sansing, which is an existing industrial wastewater discharge location, via an 

existing discharge canal. No modifications to Lake Sansing or the discharge canal are proposed 

or deemed necessary with the exception of clearing the existing ditch of vegetative overgrowth 

prior to the initiation of the operations of the LRDR facilities.  

Water wells, water pumping systems, water treatment systems, water storage system for potable 

water supply and water distribution systems would serve all Mission and Mission Support 
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Facilities. Fire water and potable water distribution systems would be separate. Fire protection 

and cooling water wells would be constructed and documented using ADEC requirements for 

potable water wells. 

Domestic wastewater, sewage collection, treatment, and disposal systems for the MCF and 

maintenance facility domestic wastewater would independent, single septic tank, leach field 

systems. 

Primary power to the site would be provided by a commercial offsite power provider, Golden 

Valley Electric Authority (GVEA). Emergency power would be supplied by onsite backup 

generators meeting U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) emission standards and 

New Source Performance Standards (40 CFR 60 Subpart III). Generators for LRDR related 

facilities would provide approximately 30 MW (up to eight 3.6 MW generators) of installed 

power to service a 22 MW demand with a redundant generator.  A fuel storage system is sized 

accordingly. 

2.2.1.5 Communications 

Telecommunication capabilities between Mission Facilities and existing communications room 

located at the SSPARS facility would connect through duct banks, conduit, etc.  

Fiber optic cable would be installed in conduits at a minimum of 4 ft below ground surface (bgs). 

If existing conduits are not available, fiber optic cable would be installed in new conduits placed 

in previously disturbed soils, where possible (along the shoulders of existing roads). 

2.2.1.6 Operations 

All radar Mission Facilities would be capable of operating 24 hours per day/7 days per week on a 

continuous basis. When the LRDR site is fully operational, the total increase in site-related 

employment would be approximately 67 military and contractor support, maintenance, and 

security forces personnel. This includes steady state, day time shift, plus non-shift occupancy 

levels. The radar itself would be remotely operated. Operations at the LRDR site would consist 

of maintenance of facilities, equipment, and radar to ensure system operational readiness. LRDR 

operations are anticipated to begin in FY 2020 as shown on Figure 2.2-3. 

The LRDR will be controlled via an interface to the BMDS Command and Control, Battle 

Management, and Communications (C2BMC) network. LRDR can thus be operated from any 

location that fully supports C2BMC functionality.  Remote radar operations would be via 

C2BMC Global Engagement Manager by appropriately trained Air Force sensor managers in a 

Sensor Management Cell (SMC). 

The SMC will consist of a maximum total staff of 20 personnel at each of two yet to be selected 

locations. The Air Force will utilize existing Command and Control (C2) interfaces located at 

U.S. Northern Command (USNORTHCOM) Command Center, Schriever Air Force Base, or the 
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U.S. Pacific Command (USPACOM) 613th (Air Operations Center) AOC, Joint Base Pearl 

Harbor - Hickam, or US Air Forces in Europe, Ramstein Air Base, depending on mission 

requirements.  Existing facilities will be used to the maximum extent practicable and no 

substantial external work or change in the land use of the existing building or surrounding area 

will be required. However, some minor interior and exterior work at these facilities may be 

necessary, resulting in minimal debris. This minimal work will likely include painting, rewiring, 

and realignment of interior walls. Consequently, no significant impact will occur as a result of 

using these facilities as SMCs. 

2.2.1.7 Safety Systems 

Specific safety plans would be developed to ensure each operation is in compliance with 

applicable regulations. General safety measures would be developed by the facility user to ensure 

site personnel and the general public would be provided an acceptable level of safety.  

2.2.1.8 Electromagnetic Radiation (EMR) Safety Distances 

Electromagnetic radiation EMR includes Hazards of Electromagnetic Radiation to Personnel 

(HERP), Hazards of Electromagnetic Radiation to Ordnance (HERO), and Hazard of 

Electromagnetic Radiation to Fuel (HERF). After the system is installed, a radiation survey 

would be conducted to quantify the environment and to identify any controls (e.g. personnel 

access and/or operational controls for the radar) that would be implemented to ensure personnel 

safety. Warning lights would be installed at the radar site and operated to alert personnel when 

the radar is operating in an active mode. The affected environment and environmental 

consequences of EMR related to health and safety issues associated with the LRDR are presented 

in Sections 3.9 and 4.9, respectively. In addition to personnel health and safety, EMR can also 

effect aircraft instrumentation. The affected environmental and environment consequences of 

EMR to aircraft and airspace are issues associated with the LRDR presented in Sections 3.3 and 

4.3, respectively. 

2.2.1.9 Fire Protection 

Fire protection, alarm, and suppression systems would be provided at the LRDR facilities. 

Emergency response infrastructure would be augmented to the extent necessary. Fire protection 

water supply for the LRDR site facilities would be provided by water wells.   

2.2.1.10 Security 

Security requirements are an integral component of program safety. Security measures would be 

incorporated within the project design and operational procedures. Elements of site security 

would include a perimeter security fence, animal control fence, clear zone, security lighting, 

emergency backup power, intrusion detection system, and security patrol roads. The clear zone 

on the inner side of the fence would contain remotely operated lights and cameras. On either side 
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of the security fence, up to 30 ft of the surrounding vegetation would be cleared. The security 

control center would be located at the SSPARS ECF. 

2.2.2 Alternative 2-Site 3B – Clear Air Force Station (CAFS), AK 

The proposed Alternative 2-Site 3B location of the LRDR site (includes both the mission critical 

and support facilities) at CAFS would also primarily be at the Old Tech Site. At this location, the 

LRDR site would be in close proximity to available utilities, such as power, communications, 

and roads. The proposed location of the LRDR site and features associated with its 

implementation for Alternative 2-Site 3B are shown on Figure 2.2-5. Alternative 2-Site 3B 

consists of approximately 44.2 acres which includes 31.4 acres for the site layout area and an 

additional 12.8 acres outside the site layout area for radar sighting above the trees and would 

require approximately 26 acres of tree clearing.  

The Mission Critical Facilities, Mission Support Facilities, and non-Mission Support Facilities 

for Alternative 2-Site 3B would be the same as those described in Sections 2.1.1, 2.1.2, and 

2.1.3, respectively, and are the same for both alternatives. 

For use in the resource assessments, a comparison of the LRDR operation areas versus the areas 

to be disturbed during construction and operation are summarized in Table 2.2-2.  

Table 2.2-2 LRDR Operation Areas versus Areas to be Disturbed for LRDR Construction 

and Operation 

Area Description
1
 

Acreages 

Site 3A Site 3B 

LRDR Operation Area 44.2 acres 44.2 acres 

Acres to be Disturbed for Operation    

Total Site Layout Area 31.4 acres  31.4 acres 

Acres Outside of Site Layout Area Not Previously Developed 0 acres
2
  12.8 acres

3
  

Additional Acres to be Disturbed for Construction   

Man Camp 10 acres 10 acres 

Other Areas to Disturbed   

New Dormitory 2.5 acres 2.5 acres 

Total Area Disturbed for Construction & Operation 43.9 acres 56.7 acres 

Notes: 
1
Includes site layout area and area required for radar sighting (Site 3A=Site 3B). 

2
Assumed no new areas to be disturbed although general site work would be required. 

3
Acres outside of site layout area to be disturbed: 12.8 acres= Total required tree removal area 

(26 acres) – tree removal inside the layout (13.2 acres) 
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Figure 2.2-5 Expanded View – Notional Site Footprint for LRDR Site 3B 
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As indicated, LRDR operations areas for both alternatives (Site 3A and Site 3B) are assumed to 

be equal because both would have similar site layout and radar sighting requirements. However, 

as indicated in Table 2.2-2, the total area for Site 3B is slightly greater than Site 3A, 56.7 acres to 

43.9 acres, respectively, due the extra area of tree clearing needed for radar sighting. 

2.2.3 No Action Alternative 

Under the No Action Alternative, enhanced midcourse radar discrimination capability would not 

be deployed and the MDA would not establish additional LRDR capability in the Pacific Region 

to defend the U.S. from a limited ballistic missile attack. 

2.3 ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT NOT CARRIED FORWARD 

The NEPA requires the federal government to consider environmental consequences of its 

actions by following a process; preparing and publishing information about environmental 

effects of, and alternatives to, actions the government is considering taking. Siting is or can be 

used as part of the NEPA process; NEPA requires that MDA:   

 Identify actions that may require an environmental impact analysis. 

 Determine whether the action may be categorically excluded from further analysis. 

 Determine whether an EA is appropriate. 

2.3.1 Methodology 

Siting entailed sequential completion of five phases:  requirement identification, area narrowing, 

screening, location evaluation, and documentation of the study. 

Area narrowing is a process that applies exclusionary criteria to a performance region.   

Screening is a desktop evaluation process that produces a rank-ordered list of locations from 

which preferred locations were selected for the site survey. 

Location evaluation includes delineation and comprehensive evaluation of the candidate sites at 

each location. The on-site evaluation included meetings with installation subject matter experts 

such as civil engineers; environmental personnel; and facilities, utilities, and communications 

personnel. 

2.3.2 Ranking 

MDA System Engineers working together with the Warfighter identified Alaska as the only 

Performance Region capable of meeting operational requirements. Alaska, because of its size, 

was further delineated into two Performance Regions. During Area Narrowing, 50 DoD-owned 

properties were identified in the State of Alaska. After application of the exclusionary criteria 

(parcel size, special use land, mission/operational incompatibility, location within the 

Performance Region, terrain line of sight and accessibility) 45 properties were excluded from 
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further consideration. Screening criteria (infrastructure, communications, accessibility, 

mission/operational compatibility, separation distance to major airports, cost effectiveness, and 

system performance) was applied to the five remaining properties and CAFS and Eareckson Air 

Station were selected for the comprehensive on-site location evaluation. CAFS is the top-ranked 

installation located within Performance Region 2. Eareckson Air Station is the sole installation in 

Performance Region 1. Table 2.3-1 provides the screening results.   

Table 2.3-1 Screening Evaluation Ranking 

SITE RANK 

Clear Air Force Station* 1 

Eareckson Air Station* 2 

Ft. Wainwright 3 

Yukon Training Area 4 

Eielson Air Force Base 5 

*CAFS and Eareckson Air Station were the two top-ranked installations selected for on-site 

comprehensive evaluation (location evaluation). 

 

2.3.2.1 CAFS 

CAFS, one of four installations located within Performance Region 2, provides a combination of 

mission compatibility, cost effectiveness, risk avoidance, and system performance.   

 Has reliable accessibility to road, air and transportation modes. 

 Provides mission, organizational and operational compatibility. 

 Maximizes separation distance to military flight routes and civilian air traffic corridors. 

 Has sufficient infrastructure and provides basic services and support. 

 Has fiber optic connectivity and satellite communications. 

2.3.2.2 Eareckson Air Station 

Eareckson Air Station, located within Performance Region 1, provides mission compatibility and 

suitable system performance, but would incur significant cost, schedule, and operations risk.   

 Provides mission, organizational and operational compatibility. 

 Has sufficient infrastructure to support LRDR operations. 

 Would incur significant construction and sustainment costs. 

 Unreliable (adverse climate) accessibility - remote island location (1,500 miles). 

 No fiber optic connectivity. 
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2.3.3 Installations Eliminated From Further Consideration during Screening 

Eielson AFB, Fort Wainwright, and Yukon Training Area were eliminated from further 

consideration. Placement of the LRDR at one of these installations would ensure service 

members and their families would have ready access to military services and support (e.g. 

housing, medical and dental), as well as proximity to quality-of-life resources in Fairbanks, 

Alaska. 

 

However, risk of electro-magnetic interference/compatibility (EMI/EMC) conflict is increased 

near cities and major airports. Blair Lake Air Force Range (aerial bombing range), Eielson AFB, 

Fort Wainwright (helicopter operations), Yukon Training Area (runway), and Fairbanks 

International Airport are located within relative (for air traffic) proximity of each other. 

Placement of powerful radars near military air traffic, particularly aircraft carrying ordnance, 

normally results in operational restrictions on the radar, as well as air operations. 

 

2.3.4 Location Evaluation Results 

After application of the location evaluation criteria (maximize field of view, electromagnetic 

environment, communications, existing infrastructure, logistics, environmental impact, site 

attributes, physical security, cost effectiveness, risk to schedule and operations, system 

performance, risk from adverse natural events, and quality of life), Eareckson Air Station was 

eliminated from further consideration because of significant LRDR construction costs and 

significant sustainment costs over the life of the system.   

CAFS attains system performance requirements at minimal cost and risk to schedule and 

operations. It is in relative proximity (100 miles) to support, services, and quality-of-life 

resources. Significant advantages include fiber optic network and military satellite 

communications.   

While Eareckson AS has certain advantages, there are significant disadvantages including being 

located in one of the most hazardous regions (climatic and seismic) in the world and its location 

1500 air miles from Anchorage--both factors contribute to high construction (non-recurring) cost 

(twice mainland Alaska), sustainment (recurring) cost, and significant risk to the Program 

(schedule and operations). 

On May 22, 2015, the DoD issued a public statement announcing CAFS as the preferred location 

of the LRDR pending completion of required environmental and safety studies. A siting decision 

will be finalized only after the environmental impact analysis process has been completed. Once 

CAFS was determined to be the preferred location, six sites within CAFS were further evaluated.  
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2.3.5 CAFS Overview 

Figure 2.3-1 depicts the six candidate sites at CAFS.   

Figure 2.3-1 CAFS Candidate Site Locations for LRDR 

 

Sites 3A and 3B are located at the Old Technical Site, location of the abandoned BMEWS radar. 

This is a previously developed site containing minimal environmental issues. The sites have 

nearby roads, power, communications, and water resources and have no wetlands, minimal 

cut/fill/leveling and no effect to cultural resources. Either of these sites could be developed in the 

time frame mandated.  

Sites 6, 7, 8 and 9, while having operational effectiveness advantages, have greater 

environmental impacts than sites 3A and 3B. Site 6 requires tree clearance, significant site fill 

and leveling, and utilities development, including road construction or improvement and routing 

of power lines, communications lines and cooling water discharge line. Site 7 requires tree 

clearance, significant site fill and leveling, utilities development, including road construction or 

improvement and routing of power lines, communications lines and cooling water discharge line, 

and has the potential for discovery of Native American artifacts near Nenana River. Site 8 is 

within the record flood contour, requires tree clearance, significant site fill and leveling, utilities 
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the record flood contour, requires tree clearance, significant site fill and leveling, utilities 

development, including road construction or improvement and routing of power lines, 

communications lines and cooling water discharge line, and would require wetlands delineation. 

The additional environmental studies required for these sites could not be completed within the 

time schedule required to meet the congressionally mandated operational date of 2020. 

Post siting study, MDA conducted detailed site planning at CAFS in coordination with the AF to 

support a 2020 Initial Operational Capability. This included identifying Site 3A as the preferred 

alternative and developing a design for the LRDR (Radar and all mission support facilities) along 

with determining how the LRDR would tie into existing CAFS utilities. In addition to the 

aforementioned environmental reasons, redesigning the facilities for a different site introduces a 

cost impact (engineering redesign), cost risk (uncertainty that existing cost estimates are valid for 

the redesign), and schedule risk (time required to redesign facilities would likely impact 

readiness to start construction in FY2017). Based on the significant cost and schedule impacts, 

only Sites 3A and 3B are carried forward for a more detailed environmental analysis. 

2.3.6 Rationale for Siting of Non-Mission LRDR-Specific Support Facilities Actions 

This section presents a brief description of the rationale used to site the non-mission LRDR-

specific support facilities actions described in Section 2.1.3.1 including the dormitory, new steam 

heating plant, repair/replacement of the potable water facility. 

1. Dormitory/lodging - Currently dormitory space is at or near capacity of current and 

recent mission and mission support personnel. A new 96 person dormitory is required to 

provide minimum accommodations for personnel directly associated with the new LRDR 

mission. The preferred choice and two alternatives were evaluated. 

a. Alternative 1: Free up existing rooms by adjusting Base Operating Service (BOS) 

Contract. This would be cost prohibitive as it would increase the cost of the BOS 

by $5M per year and place an increased risk of mission failure due to BOS 

contractors’ inability to report to work during extreme conditions.   

b. Alternative 2: Construct dormitory m north of existing admin parking area. This 

was eliminated due to potential siting in a wetlands area, increased electrical and 

heat load, and not connected to existing dormitory facilities causing personnel 

unnecessary exposure to extreme weather conditions.   

c. Preferred location: Build the new dormitory north of Building 203 in the 

previously disturbed parking lot/sports complex and link the buildings with a 

corridor between the two dormitories. The preferred location would also require 

less increase of electrical and heat than Alternative 2.   

2. New steam heating plant – A new fire station will be constructed in FY 2017. The heat 

plant recently built does not have enough capacity to also heat the new fire station. 

Additional heating will be required at CAFS. Two options were investigated by the 
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USAF: (1) expansion of the current heat plant and (2) construction of a new heat plant 

that could handle the new fire station load as well as the new dormitory load. A decision 

was made to install a new heat plant close to the fire station and expand it for the new 

dormitory when the dormitory is built in FY 2019. The preferred alternative is to 

construct a Heat Expandable heat plant as part of the fire station construction (USAF, 

2014), to initially only supply heat to fire station. During construction of dormitory (FY 

2019), the heat plant will be expanded to supply heat to dormitory as well as placed on 

heat loop for additional heating for composite area. Expansion of existing heat plant is 

cost prohibitive and would require additional piping to attach to heating system which is 

not currently funded.   

 

3. Repair/replacement of potable water facility – The existing potable water facility is at the 

end of its useful life and needs replacing. Also, the existing system cannot provide 

adequate firefighting pressure to support the new dormitory. Locating the new potable 

water supply near the Composite Area was investigated but determined to be too costly. 

The new potable water facility will be in the same location as the existing potable water 

facility. The replacement of the water pumps does not individually or cumulatively have 

potential for significant effect on the environment. There would be an addition to the 

existing facility to house new pumps. Existing diesel backup would remain in the same 

location and the old pumps would be decommissioned. The analyses of the 

repair/replacement of the potable water facility is described in further detail under the 

utilities resources, Section 4.14.2.2, Operations – Water. 
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 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 3.0

3.1 INTRODUCTION 

This section describes the existing natural and human environment conditions that may be 

affected by Alternative 1-Site 3A, Alternative 2-Site 3B, and the No Action Alternative. The 

emphasis for this section is to describe the baseline conditions of the resources that would be 

impacted by individual or cumulative changes that may result from the implementation of the 

LRDR. Information used in this assessment included review of previous EAs, previous and 

upcoming installation plans, and regulatory and scientific articles. In addition to these references, 

information provided by CAFS prior to, during, and after a site visit, as well as observations 

made during the site visit, was used in this assessment. The descriptions in this section apply to 

CAFS as a whole, including Alternative 1-Site 3A, Alternative 2-Site 3B, LRDR Man Camp, , 

discharge to Lake Sansing, and the non-mission LRDR-specific support facilities (e.g., LRDR 

personnel dormitory, associated heat plant and potable water facility, and entrance road repairs), 

and the surrounding vicinity, unless otherwise stated. 

3.2 AIR QUALITY 

The evaluation of the potentially affected environment provided in this section includes an 

assessment of the existing climate and meteorology, description of the background air quality 

near CAFS, identification of existing CAFS emissions sources, and identification of sensitive 

receptors near CAFS. The Region of Influence (ROI) for air quality varies greatly depending on 

the pollutant. For criteria pollutants, the ROI is local, specifically the area surrounding CAFS. 

For GHG, the ROI is the global atmosphere. Note also that the ROI for direct and indirect effects 

to air quality, and for the other nine resources described in this chapter, are not necessarily the 

same because of the different nature of effects to various types of resources and resource 

attributes. 

3.2.1 Climate and Meteorology 

CAFS is located in central Alaska, approximately 4 miles south of Anderson, AK. It has a 

continental or subarctic climate characterized by long cold winters, short mild summers, and 

significant changes in the daily pattern throughout the year. Temperature averages in central 

Alaska near CAFS range from 72.7°F in July to -15°F in January (NCDC, 2015a). Temperature 

extremes can vary from a high of almost 100°F in the summer to -69°F in the winter (WRCC, 

2015).  

Mean annual precipitation at CAFS is 12.72 inches, with annual precipitation at the town of 

Healy (approximately 30 miles south) being slightly greater than 15 inches, with the majority 

occurring in the June through September timeframe (WRCC, 2015). Snowfall averages 

approximately 45 to 50 inches per year, primarily from October through March.  
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The sites in the region near CAFS, where long-term wind data are collected are Nenana 

(approximately 20 miles north), Fairbanks (approximately 56 miles northeast), Eielson Air Force 

Base (approximately 68 miles northeast), and Healy (approximately 30 miles south). The 

predominant wind directions in the region are primarily influenced by nearby mountainous 

terrain and the Nenana River Valley. Wind data recorded at Nenana appears to be most 

representative for CAFS, as it is located near the Nenana River Valley and at a similar elevation. 

The annual wind rose for the Nenana Municipal Airport is shown on Figure 3.2-1, which 

indicates the predominant wind directions are from the east-northeast, southwest, and northwest 

(NCDC, 2015b). Short term meteorological data is available for CAFS itself. Two years of data, 

from June 2012 to June 2014 was collected from a meteorological station installed at the 

decommissioned power plant (USACE, 2013; USACE, 2014). While there are some differences 

between the CAFS and the Nenana wind data for these 2 years, the predominant wind directions 

at CAFS over the long term (i.e., the 25 years of data compiled in Figure 3.2-1) are expected to 

be similar to the Nenana wind directions. 

Alaska and CAFS is being affected by climate change. Due to climate change, average annual 

temperatures in Alaska are expected to rise 2
o
F to 4

o
F by 2050. In addition, increases in annual 

precipitation and increases in soil temperatures are also expected (Chapin et al., 2014). 

3.2.2 Regional Air Quality 

3.2.2.1 Air Quality Standards  

The National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), established by the USEPA, and adopted 

by the ADEC define the maximum allowable concentrations of pollutants that may be reached, 

but not exceeded, within a given time period. These standards were selected to protect human 

health with a reasonable margin of safety. Section 110 of the Clean Air Act (CAA) requires 

states to develop air pollution regulations and control strategies to ensure state air quality meets 

the NAAQS established by the USEPA. These ambient standards are established under Section 

109 of the CAA and they address six criteria pollutants: carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide 

(NO2), ozone (O3), Pb, particulate matter (PM) (subdivided by size i.e., PM10 particles up to 10 

micrometers in size, PM2.5 particles up to 2.5 micrometers in size), and sulfur dioxide (SO2). 

Generally, criteria pollutants directly originate from fossil fuel combustion within mobile and 

stationary sources typically used during construction and operation of a facility. Tropospheric O3 

is an exception, because it is rarely directly emitted from sources. Most O3 forms as a result of 

emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) reacting with 

sunlight. The precursors of O3 (VOC and NO2) are primarily emitted from combustion-related 

activities, while the principal source of particulate matter (PM10 and PM2.5) is generated from 

both combustion and ground disturbing activities as fugitive dust.  
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Figure 3.2-1 Annual Wind Rose for Nenana Regional Airport, Alaska 
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Each state must submit regulations and control strategies for approval and incorporation into the 

federally enforceable State Implementation Plan (SIP) and in doing so may also develop their 

own ambient air quality standards which may be lower than the NAAQS and/or have different 

averaging periods (as Alaska has done). Exceeding the concentration levels within a given time 

period is a violation and constitutes non-attainment of the pollutant standard. All areas of the 

country are classified as either attainment, non-attainment, or unclassifiable. Areas which meet 

the national primary ambient air quality standards are classified as attainment.  

These designations are generally assigned to Air Quality Control Regions (AQCRs) defined by 

the state and federal governments, or to subareas (i.e., individual counties or boroughs) within 

AQCRs. CAFS is located within the Denali Borough which is part of the Northern Alaska 

Intrastate AQCR as defined in 18 Alaska Administrative Code (AAC) 50.015 and 40 CFR 

81.302.  

Table 3.2-1 presents the current NAAQS and Alaska Ambient Air Quality Standards (AAAQS) 

as defined in 18 AAC 50.010 for the six criteria pollutants (USEPA, 2011). In addition to the six 

criteria pollutants, Alaska has set standards for reduced sulfur and ammonia.  

 

Table 3.2-1 Federal and State Ambient Air Quality Standards 

Pollutant 
Averaging  

Period 

Federal NAAQS State 

AAAQS Primary Secondary 

Carbon Monoxide (CO) 
1-hour(1) 35 ppm -- 40 mg/m

3 

8-hour(1) 9 ppm -- 410 mg/m
3 

Lead (Pb) 3-month rolling 0.15 μg/m
3
 0.15 μg/m

3
 0.15 μg/m

3 

Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) 
1-hour(2) 100 ppb -- 188 μg/m

3
 

Annual 53 ppb 53 ppb 100 μg/m
3 

Particulate Matter < 10 microns (PM10) 24-hour(1) 150 μg/m
3
 150 μg/m

3
 150 μg/m

3 

Particulate Matter ≤ 2.5 microns (PM2.5) 
24-hour(2) 35 μg/m

3
 35 μg/m

3
 35 μg/m

3
 

Annual 12 μg/m
3
 15 μg/m

3
 15 μg/m

3
 

Ozone (O3) 8-hour(3) 0.075 ppm 0.075 ppm 0.075 ppm 

Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) 

1-hour(4) 75 ppb -- 196 μg/m
3
 

3-hour(1) -- 0.5 ppm 
1,300 

μg/m
3
 

24-hour(1) -- -- 365 μg/m
3
 

Annual -- -- 80 μg/m
3
 

Reduced Sulfur Compounds 30-minute(5) -- -- 50 μg/m
3
 

Ammonia  8-hour(1) -- -- 2.1 mg/m
3 
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Notes: 
(1)Second-highest average concentration not to be exceeded more than once in a year.  
(2)Standard is attained when the 3-year average of the 98

th
 percentile of the distribution of daily 

maximum values is less than the standard.  
(3)Three-year average of the annual fourth-highest daily maximum 8-hour average O3 concentration.  
(4)Standard is attained when the 3-year average of the 99

th
 percentile of the distribution of daily 

maximum values is less than 75 parts per billion (ppb), or 196 micrograms per cubic meter (μg/m
3
). 

(5)Standard is referenced to SO2 and is not to be exceeded more than once per year. 

ppm-parts per million 

 

3.2.2.2 Existing Air Quality 

Good air quality exists in the Denali Borough of Alaska, which is designated as in attainment or 

unclassifiable for all NAAQS and AAAQS (USEPA, 2015). However, a small portion of the 

Northern Alaska Intrastate AQCR near Fairbanks is designated non-attainment for 24-hour 

PM2.5. Fairbanks is located approximately 56 miles to the northeast of CAFS and is identified as 

the Fairbank North Star Borough non-attainment area. This area was also formerly designated as 

non-attainment for CO, but was redesignated by USEPA as a limited maintenance area for CO 

on 9 August 2013. It is under a maintenance plan to monitor and ensure that compliance with the 

CO air quality standards can be maintained through the plan’s control strategies. CAFS is 

sufficiently distant from Fairbanks (approximately 56 miles away) that it is not affected by 

requirements of this PM2.5 non-attainment and CO maintenance area. On December 31, 2014, 

the State of Alaska submitted a revision to their state air quality plan which is currently pending 

USEPA action.  The revision was submitted to update the SIP and establish three air quality 

control zones in the Fairbanks PM2.5 non-attainment area, among other requirements.  There are 

two other formerly designated non-attainment areas that are under limited maintenance plans in 

Alaska: Anchorage Municipality for PM10 and CO, and Juneau City and Borough for PM10. 

Both of these areas are a significant distance from CAFS (more than 200 miles away) and do not 

impact the air quality near the installation. 

The existing air quality near the CAFS site is influenced by anthropogenic and non-

anthropogenic sources.  Wildfires and air pollution transported from international sources 

influence the air quality near the CAFS.  Combustion sources near the CAFS include those from 

stationary point sources (i.e., power plants, manufacturing, and residential stoves, etc.), on-road 

mobile vehicles, and aviation sources.  Sources of fugitive dust particulate matter (i.e., PM10 and 

PM2.5) near the CAFS site includes dirt roads and traffic, exposed riverbeds, unpaved airfields, 

and gravel pits and stockpiles (ADEC, 2016a).   

The closest air quality monitor in the region is located within the Denali National Park which is 

approximately 40 miles from CAFS and is operated by the National Park Service.  The air 

quality monitors at the Denali site include an Interagency Monitoring of Protected Visual 
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Environment (IMPROVE) monitor and a Clean Air Status and Trends Network (CASTNET) 

monitor (CSU, 2016).  Both the IMPROVE and CASTNET monitors are located near the park 

headquarters at an elevation of approximately 2,100 feet.  The list of pollutants the IMPROVE 

site monitors include 24-hour and annual PM2.5 and 24-hour PM10.  The CASTNET site 

provides hourly concentrations of ozone.  The monitors located within Denali National Park 

represent the expected air quality at the CAFS considering that CAFS is a rural site like the 

Denali National Park. 

The next closest air quality monitor in the region is in Fairbanks, and is a multi-pollutant monitor 

operated by the Fairbanks North Star Borough. Fairbanks has more population and more 

industrial and commercial sources in comparison to the area near CAFS, or near the air quality 

monitors in Denali National Park, all of which contributes to the FNSB area being non-

attainment with the 24-hour PM2.5 NAAQS. The Denali National Park IMPROVE and 

CASTNET monitors provide data for PM10, PM2.5, and ozone representative of the CAFS, but 

do not routinely monitor concentrations of SO2 or CO.  Therefore, for these two pollutants the 

data from Fairbanks is used as a substitute to describe existing air quality at the CAFS.  Data 

collected from the air quality monitors at Denali National Park (CSU, 2016) and Fairbanks 

(ADEC, 2015) was obtained for the 3-year period 2012-2014.  Table 3.2-2 provides the average 

air quality values derived from the air quality data monitored at Denali National Park and 

Fairbanks.  The table indicates that all air quality background values are lower than the NAAQS 

and AAAQS. 

Table 3.2-2 Monitored Air Background Data from 2012-2014 

Pollutant Averaging Period Monitoring Location 3-Year Average 

Value 

PM2.5 
24-hour Denali National Park 6.2 µg/m

3
 

Annual Denali National Park 1.3 µg/m
3
 

PM10 24-hour Denali National Park 15.4 µg/m
3
 

CO 8-hour Fairbanks 2.4 ppm 

SO2 1-hour Fairbanks 42 ppb 

O3 8-hour Denali National Park 0.054 ppm 

Source: Denali National Park (CSU, 2016); Fairbanks (ADEC, 2015). 

 

3.2.2.3 Existing Emission Sources 

There are many existing air emission sources at CAFS that provide heat and power to onsite 

structures and systems. The primary source of criteria pollutant emissions at CAFS, up to 

recently, were the three coal-fired boilers that were part of the recently decommissioned central 

heat power plant, These boilers generated more than 90 percent of the PM10, SO2, NOx and CO 
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emissions, There are other current criteria pollutant emission sources at CAFS as well, such as 

diesel-fired boilers, diesel-fired engines, and diesel-fired pumps. Other substantial sources of 

non-combustion, fugitive-related PM10 emissions are vehicle travel on unpaved roads and coal 

and ash handling. The existing CAFS emission sources operate under a Federal Title V 

Operating Permit (ADEC, 2012). The permit identifies the facility’s air emission sources along 

with the conditions and requirements of operation. These requirements are based on CAA air 

quality regulations (40 CFR 50-97) and Alaska air quality regulations (18 AAC 50).  

Table 3.2-3 lists CAFS annual air emissions reported to ADEC for the 2014 annual period 

(USAF, 2015c). The three coal-fired boilers, two diesel generators, coal ash collection and 

storage systems, and the coal crusher facility have been shut down and cease to operate. The heat 

from the coal boilers has been replaced by the installation of three diesel oil fired boilers. A 

backup diesel generator and fuel storage tanks will also be installed (ADEC, 2014). The 

shutdown of these coal-related emission units and the addition of the diesel-fired boilers, backup 

engine, and fuel storage tanks will significantly lower future air emissions from CAFS. 

Table 3.2-3 2014 Annual Emissions Reported from 

 CAFS Emission Sources Sensitive Receptors 

Emission Source CO 

(tpy) 

NOX 

(tpy) 

PM10 

(tpy) 

PM2.5 

(tpy) 

SOX 

(tpy) 

VOC 

(tpy) 

Fuel Storage Tanks -- -- -- -- -- 0.06 

External Combustion 
(1)

 131.09 230.97 0.02 0.01 210.93 1.32 

Internal Combustion 
(2)

 5.60 21.21 0.69 0.69 0.05 0.62 

Storage Piles -- -- 2.25 0.34 -- -- 

Coal Crushing Operation -- -- 1.93 0.29 -- -- 

Other Miscellaneous Sources -- -- 0.01 0.01 -- 0.21 

Total Air Emissions 136.7 252.2 4.9 1.3 211.0 2.2 

Notes: 
(1)

External combustion sources included coal-fired boilers used to generate power for 

CAFS and small diesel-fired boilers used for heating purposes. 
(2)

Internal combustion sources include diesel-fired generators and pumps. 

tpy – tons per year 

 

3.2.2.4 Sensitive Populations 

Sensitive populations are more susceptible to the effects of air pollution than the population at 

large. Sensitive receptors include health care facilities, retirement homes, schools, playgrounds, 

and child care centers.  
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No health care facilities, retirement homes, schools, playgrounds, or child care centers exist on 

CAFS. There are living quarters on CAFS, but they do not house sensitive populations. The 

closest such sensitive receptors are located in Anderson, approximately 4 miles to the north of 

CAFS. 

3.3  AIRSPACE 

Airspace is defined as that ordinate space which lies above a nation and considered part of that 

nation’s jurisdiction. Airspace, in this context, is a finite resource designated by vertical and 

horizontal boundaries. It can also consist of a time component and can be considered transient, in 

regards to its use for aviation purposes, which is a very significant factor in airspace management 

and air traffic control (ATC). Under the Federal Aviation Act of 1958, as amended (42 United 

States Code [USC] 1301 et seq.), the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is charged with the 

safe and efficient use of our nation’s airspace.  

In the U.S., airspace is categorized as regulatory and non-regulatory. Within these categories 

exist controlled (Classes A, B, C, D, and E) and uncontrolled (Class G) airspace. These 

designations are based on which ATC service is provided to Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) 

flights and certain Visual Flight Rules (VFR) flights. Class F is not used in the U.S. Other 

airspace type designations include Special Use and Other Airspace. 

3.3.1 Controlled and Uncontrolled Airspace 

Controlled and uncontrolled airspace is divided into six classes, dependent upon location, use, 

and degree of control. Class A airspace, which is not specifically charted, is generally, that 

airspace from 18,000 ft mean sea level (MSL) up to 60,000 ft. Unless otherwise authorized, all 

aircraft must be operated under instrument flight rules (IRF). Class B airspace is generally that 

airspace from the surface to 10,000 ft MSL surrounding the nation’s busiest airports in terms of 

IFR operations or passenger enplanements. An ATC clearance is required for all aircraft to 

operate in the area, and all aircraft that are so cleared receive separation services within the 

airspace. Class C airspace is generally that airspace from the surface to 4,000 ft above the airport 

elevation. It surrounds those airports that have an operational control tower, are serviced by a 

radar approach control, and have a certain number of IFR operations or passenger enplanements. 

Class D airspace is generally that airspace from the surface to 2,500 ft above the airport elevation 

that surrounds those airports having an operational control tower. Class E airspace is controlled 

airspace that is not Class A, Class B, Class C, or Class D airspace. 

Uncontrolled airspace, or Class G airspace, has no specific definition but generally refers to 

airspace not otherwise designated. No ATC service to aircraft operating under either IFR or VFR 

is provided other than possible traffic advisories when the ATC workload permits and radio 

communications can be established (Illman, 1999). 
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The airspace within the vicinity of CAFS is composed of Class A airspace from 18,000 ft MSL 

up to 60,000 ft. Below 18,000 ft, the airspace is Class E (controlled) airspace from 1,200 ft MSL 

to 18,000 ft MSL above CAFS. 

3.3.2 Special Use Airspace 

Complementing the classes of controlled and uncontrolled airspace described previously are 

several types of special use airspace used by the military to meet its particular needs. Special use 

airspace consists of that airspace wherein activities must be confined because of their nature, or 

wherein limitations are imposed upon aircraft operations that are not a part of these activities, or 

both. Except for Controlled Firing Areas, special use airspace areas are depicted on aeronautical 

charts, which also include hours of operation, altitudes, and the controlling agency. Typical kinds 

of special use airspace include (FAR/AIM, 2016): 

 Restricted Areas: Restricted areas contain airspace identified by an area on the surface of 

the earth within which the flight of aircraft, while not wholly prohibited, is subject to 

restrictions. Activities within these areas must be confined because of their nature or 

limitations imposed upon aircraft operations that are not a part of those activities or both. 

Restricted areas denote the existence of unusual, often invisible, hazards to aircraft such 

as artillery firing, aerial gunnery, or guided missiles. Penetration of restricted areas 

without authorization from the using or controlling agency may be extremely hazardous 

to the aircraft and its occupants. Restricted areas are published in the Federal Register 

and constitute 14 CFR Part 73. 

 

 Military Operations Areas (MOAs): MOAs consist of airspace of defined vertical and 

lateral limits established for the purpose of separating certain military training activities 

from IFR traffic. Whenever a MOA is being used, nonparticipating IFR traffic may be 

cleared through a MOA if IFR separation can be provided by ATC. Otherwise, ATC will 

reroute or restrict nonparticipating IFR traffic.  

FAA has designated an airspace restriction (R-2206, Clear, AK) in the vicinity of CAFS (Airnav, 

2015). The restriction applies continuously at altitudes from surface to 8,800 MSL, with the 

Commander, 13th Missile Warning Squadron assigned as the designated user. The restriction 

boundary encompasses most of CAFS.  The aeronautical chart contains this note: “Caution: 

Possible damage and/or interference to airborne radio due to high level radio energy vicinity R-

2206”. 

There are no military operation areas over CAFS.  According to the F-35A Operational Beddown 

– Pacific Final Environmental Impact Statement, two squadrons of F-35As will be located at 

Eielson AFB, Alaska in early FY21 (USAF, 2016).  Due to their predominantly higher altitude 

missions, advanced electronics, and speed, the F-35As would primarily use the Military 
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Operations Areas (MOAs), Air Traffic Control Assigned Airspace, and Restricted Areas within 

the northern portion of Joint Pacific Alaska Range Complex (JPARC), and no new airspace 

considerations over CAFS for this activity will be required (USAF, 2016).   

3.3.3 Other Airspace Areas 

Other types of airspace include airport advisory area, military training routes, temporary flight 

restrictions areas, flight limitations/prohibitions areas, parachute jump aircraft operations areas, 

published VFR routes, and terminal radar service areas (FAR/AIM, 2016). None of these other 

airspace areas have been identified for CAFS. 

3.3.4 En Route Airways and Jet Routes 

Very High Frequency Omnidirectional Range (VOR) Federal Airway V-436 runs from 

Anchorage, AK, to Deadhorse, AK, with waypoints at Talkeetna, Nenana and Chandalar Lake 

(Airnav, 2015). The leg connecting Talkeetna to Nenana passed directly overhead CAFS, from a 

base altitude of 8,800 feet MSL to a maximum altitude of 18,000 feet MSL. Above 18,000 feet 

Jet Route J-125 transits CAFS along the same flight path as V-436. 

3.3.5 Airports and Airfields 

CAFS does not own or operate an airfield. However, Clear Public Airport, which can be used by 

the installation for airlift or air transport is approximately 1.5 miles outside CAFS main gate 

(USAF, 2013a). Airspace and runway protection zones are controlled by the FAA. Primary users 

include private pilots flying single engine passenger aircraft. Military aircraft known to use this 

airport include C-130 Hercules transport aircraft and UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters. The military 

aircraft flights typically originate from Eielson AFB (approximately 68 miles) or Elmendorf 

AFB near Anchorage (210 miles), and are used for personnel and medical transportation. 

Fairbanks International Airport in Fairbanks is the closest major commercial airport 

(approximately 52 miles). Nenana Municipal Airport is approximately 18 miles north. 

3.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Vegetation, wildlife, and the habitats where they occur commonly are characterized as biological 

resources. Along with an overview of the wildlife and vegetation present, an emphasis was 

placed on the presence of species listed as rare, threatened, or endangered by Federal or state 

agencies. The general intent in this EA is to assess sensitivity of wildlife and vegetation to the 

effects of the Proposed Action. The ROI for the analysis of effects to biological resources 

includes all areas that are proposed to be disturbed for the Proposed Action and surrounding 

areas where wildlife could be adversely affected by noise, lights, and EMR. This region is 

entirely within the CAFS. 
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The Federal and State statutes and guidelines with specific requirements pertaining to biological 

resources located at CAFS are described briefly in the following section. This list is not 

exhaustive, but it characterizes those regulations with the greatest influence on the project.  

3.4.1 Biological Resources Statutes and Regulatory Requirements 

The following sections summarize the Federal and State laws and regulations related to 

biological resources.  There are no threatened and endangered species or critical habitats at 

CAFS where these requirements apply (see Section 3.4.5). 

3.4.1.1 Federal Statutes and Guidelines 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended by The National Defense 

Authorization Act of 2004 (16 USC 1531 et seq.).  The purpose of the ESA is to protect and 

recover imperiled species and the ecosystems upon which they depend. Under Section 7 of the 

ESA, Federal agencies are required to coordinate their actions with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to 

prevent jeopardizing the continued existence of species. The ESA protects endangered and 

threatened species and their habitats by prohibiting the “take” of listed animals and the interstate 

or international trade in listed plants and animals, including their parts and products, except 

under Federal permit. 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 (16 USC 703-712). The Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

prohibits take of migratory bird species, including nests, parts of migratory birds or products 

derived from migratory birds, and implements a series of international treaties protecting 

migratory birds that cross international boundaries on migration.  

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act of 1980 (16 USC 2901-2911). The Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Act authorizes financial and technical assistance to the states for development, 

revision, and implementation of conservation plans and programs for nongame fish and wildlife. 

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 USC 661-666c). The Fish and Wildlife Coordination 

Act was enacted to protect fish and wildlife when federal actions result in the control or 

modification of a natural stream or body of water. The statute requires federal agencies to take 

into consideration the effect that projects would have on fish and wildlife resources, take action 

to prevent loss or damage to these resources, and provide for the development and improvement 

of these resources. 

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) of 1940 (16 USC 668-668c). The BGEPA 

contains provisions for the protection of Bald Eagles and Golden Eagles, including prohibitions 

of take, habitat destruction including nests, or use of eagle parts and products without a permit.  
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Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976 (16 USC 1801-

1884). This act serves to conserve and manage the fishery resources off the U.S. coast (including 

the Great Lakes), and the anadromous species and Continental Shelf fishery resources of the U.S.  

Sikes Act (16 USC 670a-670o). The Sikes Act seeks to ensure that ecosystems on military lands 

are protected and enhanced while allowing military lands to meet the needs of military 

operations. The Act includes provisions for preparation and implementation of Integrated Natural 

Resource Management Plans (INRMPs) in cooperation with the USFWS, National Marine 

Fishery Service, and the applicable state fish and wildlife agency.  

AFI 32-7001. This AFI implements Department of Defense Instruction (DoDI) 4715.17, 

Environmental Management System, and Air Force Policy Directive (AFPD) 32-70, 

Environmental Quality, and is consistent with AFPD 90-8, Environment, Safety, and 

Occupational Health. This Instruction establishes the framework for an Environmental 

Management System (EMS). The guidance and procedures outlined in this Instruction generally 

apply to all USAF installations within the U.S., its territories, and in foreign countries. 

DoDI 4715.03, Natural Resources Conservation Program. This instruction develops new 

policy and updates policy for the integrated management of natural resources (including 

biological and earth resources) on property and lands managed or controlled by DoD. 

AFI 32-7064. This AFI implements DoDI 4715.03, Natural Resources Conservation Program, 

and AFPD 32-70, Environmental Quality. It identifies requirements to manage natural resources 

on Air Force installations in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local laws and 

regulations and addresses the issues of managing and conserving soil, water, forest, fish, wildlife, 

and outdoor recreation resources on USAF lands. 

3.4.1.2 Alaska Statutes and Guidelines 

Endangered Species (5 AAC 93.020). The AAC establishes a state list of endangered species 

and regulations governing endangered species permits and other activities affecting endangered 

species. 

Fish Habitat Permits and Special Use Permits. In general, actions that would result in 

environmental impacts are prohibited without a permit issued by the Alaska Department of Fish 

and Game (ADF&G). There are two permit types, Fish Habitat and Special Area.  

3.4.2 Physical Setting 

CAFS is located in the Tanana Valley near the Nenana River in the Alaska interior, 

approximately 10 miles north of the foothills to the Alaska Mountain Range. This physiographic 

Region is known as the Tanana-Kuskokwim Lowland (USAF, 2015b; Carlson and Gotthardt, 

2009). CAFS is located on a broad glaciofluvial out wash plain consisting of Pleistocene 
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sediments and Tertiary gravels from the Nenana River. This out wash is composed of coarse, 

well-drained material such as sandy gravel, overlain by a thin organic mantle (3 to 12 inches 

thick) and approximately 4 ft of sandy silt. The sandy glaciofluvial deposit is reported to be 

several hundred feet thick. Below the gravel outwash is bedrock of the Birch Creek Schist 

variety, formed during the Precambrian era (USDA, 2005; USAF, 2015b). Elevation ranges from 

approximately 650 ft in the south and 550 ft in the north, with little topographic relief throughout 

the installation. Slopes in most places are nearly level to strongly sloping along river terraces and 

the terrain is generally modestly undulating and rolling (Carlson and Gotthardt, 2009). 

The Region is classified as a subarctic continental climate zone that is separated from maritime 

influence by the Alaska Range to the south. Climatic conditions are characterized by a great 

contrast between summer and winter temperatures and large daily variations in the weather. 

Temperature averages in central Alaska near CAFS range from 72.7°F in July to -15°F in 

January (NCDC, 2015a). The average freeze-free period at CAFS is approximately 101 days, 

with the first killing frost on 30 August and the last on 21 May, on average (USAF, 2015b). 

The mean annual precipitation at CAFS is 12.72 inches, with annual precipitation at the town of 

Healy (approximately 30 miles south) being slightly greater than 15 inches. The mean total 

snowfall at CAFS is approximately 45.6 inches, with a record single event snow depth on the 

ground of 44 inches. Measurable amounts of snow occur during the months of September 

through May, with an average of 181 days with 1 inch of snow or more on the ground.  

The land area is in a Region of discontinuous or intermittent permafrost. The coarse-grained soils 

at this site are well drained and, thus, frost and permafrost related problems are not seen. 

Irregular patches of permafrost have been encountered at CAFS at depths between 10 and 20 ft. 

This permafrost is described as dry frozen with water content between 1.5 and 2.2 percent. The 

water table has an average depth of 60 ft below the surface (USAF, 2015b). 

3.4.3 Vegetation 

The vegetation at CAFS is mainly a secondary growth forest estimated at more than 50 years old, 

originating after a wildfire in the 1940s or 1950s. The historic vegetative cover at CAFS is not 

significantly different from the current vegetative cover. CAFS is vegetated by a nearly 

homogeneous open conifer forest, with scattered patches of thicker conifer forest. The dominant 

tree species include White Spruce (Picea abies), Black Spruce (Picea mariana), Quaking Aspen 

(Populus tremuloides), and Paper Birch (Betula papyrifera). Prominent shrubs include alder 

(Alnus sp.) and willow (Salix spp.), primarily in moist to wet soils. Because of low annual 

precipitation rates and a thin organic layer, the forest floor is covered with a vegetative mat made 

up of moss, grasses, berries, and wildflowers (USAF, 2015b).  

The vascular plants at CAFS tend to be widespread boreal forest species. This includes shrubs 

and small trees, such as Feltleaf Willow (Salix alaxensis), Littletree Willow (Salix 
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arbusculoides), Bog Labrador Tea (Ledum groenlandicum), Prickly Rose (Rosa acicularis), and 

Trailing Red Currant (Ribes procumbens). Common low shrubs and forbs such as Kinnikinnick 

(Arctostaphylos uva-ursi), Bog Blueberry (Vaccinium uliginosum), Black Crowberry (Empetrum 

nigrum), Twin Flower (Linnaea borealis), Bunchberry Dogwood (Cornus canadensis), Northern 

Bedstraw (Galium boreale), Woodland Horsetail (Equisetum sylvaticum), and Tall Bluebells 

(Mertensia paniculata) are known from CAFS (LaGory et al. 1996 as cited in Carlson and 

Gotthardt, [2009]).  

The species in saturated peatlands also are widespread boreal species. These include Silvery 

Sedge (Carex canescens), Sweetgale (Myrica gale), and Tamarack (Larix laricina). Boreal 

species from well-drained, as well as warmer summer habitats are by species such as Alaskan 

Wheatgrass (Elymus alaskanus), Holboell’s Rockcress (Arabis holboellii), Staghorn Cinquefoil 

(Potentilla bimundorum), Siberian Aster (Eurybia sibirica), Purple Reedgrass (Calamagrostis 

purpurascens), Rock Harlequin (Corydalis sempervirens), Silverberry (Elaeagnus commutata), 

Streamside Fleabane (Erigeron glabellus), Altai Fescue (Festuca altaica), Red Fescue (Festuca 

rubra), Alpine Sweetvetch (Hedysarum alpinum), Field Locoweed (Oxytropis campestris), Gray 

Pubescent Plantain (Plantago canescens), and Eastern Pasqueflower (Pulsatilla patens).  

During a biodiversity study at CAFS (Carlson and Gotthardt, 2009) the species collected were 

generally common boreal species of interior Alaska. Ubiquitous species in the forest understory 

were Bluejoint (Calamagrostis Canadensis), False Toadgrass (Geocaulon lividum), Highbush 

Cranberry (Viburnum edule), Bunchberry Dogwood, and Arctic Raspberry (Rubus arcticus). 

Common wetland sedges (Carex aquatilis) and Silvery Sedge were observed and collected in 

several areas with standing water or in saturated peatland. Jakutsk Snowparsley (Cnidium 

cnidiifolium), Silverberry, and Eastern Pasqueflower are three of the species encountered in an 

Aspen-Tall Willow barren in the southwestern corner of CAFS (Carlson and Gotthardt, 2009).  

For additional information including a list of vascular plants previously recorded at CAFS and 

within 20 miles of CAFS, refer to Carlson and Gotthardt (2009), Appendix II. 

Maintained turf surrounds the composite area buildings and the softball field. The grass type(s) 

used in turf areas was not documented (USAF, 2015b). The remaining developed area is 

landscaped with gravel. Natural revegetation by pioneer species has occurred through the gravel 

in areas with low traffic patterns. These areas are maintained based on CAFS security 

requirements and the vegetation designation as semi-developed. Landscaping plants around 

buildings are a selection of species native to the area, such as White Spruce, Tamarack, and 

cranberry (Vaccinium sp.) (USAF, 2015b).  

Fourteen plant community types have been identified at CAFS (LaGory et al. 1996 as cited in 

Carlson and Gotthardt [2009]; Table 3.4-1). Aspen and spruce forests were divided into nine 

communities based on the relative dominance of the species, canopy cover, and the substrate on 

which they are growing. Carlson and Gotthardt (2009) recognized five plant community types, as 
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further described and adopted for this EA: Gravel Floodplains, Gravel Barrens, Developed 

Areas, Mixed White Spruce and Aspen Forests, and Black Spruce Forest. 

Table 3.4-1 Plant Community Types Formerly Observed at CAFS 

Plant Community Types 

Gravel floodplains Black spruce forest and woodland (burned, short stature 

Gravel barrens Black spruce forest (unburned, tall stature) 

Human disturbance Black spruce – aspen forest (burned, short stature) 

Aspen woodland on gravel (short stature)  Mosaic black spruce – aspen forest (burned, short stature) 

Aspen – birch forest (burned, tall stature)  Spruce woodland on gravel 

Aspen forest (burned, tall stature)  Floodplain deciduous forest and shrubland 

Aspen – black spruce (unburned, tall stature)  Floodplain white spruce forest 

Source: Adapted from LaGory et al. (1996), as cited in Carlson and Gotthardt (2009). 

The following five community descriptions were adapted from Carlson and Gotthardt (2009), 

who provided an updated and condensed series of plant communities for CAFS:  

 Gravel Floodplain. The gravel floodplains are sand and gravel bars along the braided 

Nenana River. They are vegetated with a diverse assemblage of grasses, forbs, and short 

shrubs. These gravel bars are highly dynamic and short-lived, as the Nenana River shifts 

channels, alternately burying or exposing gravel bars. Older, more stable gravel bars have 

mature willow, alder, and cottonwood (Populus sp.) in closed to open shrubland 

communities. These shrublands transition into mixed deciduous forests of alder, 

cottonwood, birch, and Quacking Aspen. 

 Gravel Barren. The gravel barren habitat occurs on older river terraces and channels, 

surrounded by spruce or aspen forests on well-drained coarse gravel with little or no soil 

development. This is an unusual community in central Alaska that tends to have a 

significant component of plant species from warmer and drier microsites in central 

Alaska. Additionally, small willows, cottonwoods, and drought-stressed white spruce and 

aspen are interspersed in the gravel barrens. 

 Developed areas. While the developed portion of CAFS is relatively small, it does 

contain an assemblage of plant species unique to CAFS. Areas where ground disturbance 

has occurred contain high densities of weedy native and non-native grasses and forbs. 

These areas are of particular concern because non-native species may colonize the less 

disturbed natural habitats and alter the biodiversity.  

 Mixed white spruce and aspen forest. On moderately well drained substrates, mixed 

white spruce and aspen forests occupy a large portion of CAFS. This composite 

community consists of naturally regenerated second growth forest, which developed 

following a wildfire around 1940. This boreal community has a broad range of understory 

plant species. Smaller areas of paper birch and alder forests are present in this mixed 

forest community.  
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 Black spruce forest. Dense black spruce forests occupy a small portion of the 

installation, mainly in wetter locations. The black spruce forests typically have a thick 

peat layer, poorly drained soils, generally are underlain with permafrost, and have 

relatively low plant diversity. Small patches of Tamarack are in Black Spruce forest and 

peatlands. Spruce forest is becoming the dominant community type and many stands 

already are occupied exclusively by spruce. 

3.4.3.1 Rare Plant Species  

Four Regionally rare plant species listed by the Alaska Natural Heritage Program were present at 

CAFS in 2009 (Carlson and Gotthardt, 2009). The rare species were associated with gravelly or 

sandy habitats; three were collected along the Nenana River on early successional habitats. One 

rare species was found on gravel roadsides and adjacent gravel barrens. The rare species were 

Polar Milkvetch (Astragalus Polaris), Williams' Milkvetch (Astragalus williamsii), Setchell's 

Willow (Salix setchelliana), and Menzies' Campion (Silene menziesii ssp. williamsii). These four 

species are ranked as S3
1
 to S3/S4

1
 by the Alaska Natural Heritage Program (Carlson and 

Gotthardt, 2009), meaning species vulnerable to imperilment because of decreasing numbers or 

limited distribution. None of these species are listed as threatened or endangered in Alaska; 

however, because they are rare and of limited distribution, random events could cause local 

extinctions, reducing the overall state population of a species.  

3.4.3.2 Non-native Invasive Species  

Based on a 2004 survey, 36 non-native species have been documented on CAFS. The majority of 

these non-native species are weedy species that are not damaging to ecosystem function or 

community structure (i.e., they do not tend to replace or displace native species, but generally co-

exist). Non-natives were poorly represented in forested areas away from human activity areas 

and they were restricted to areas of human activity (road fill, parking lots, trails, etc.).  

Of the 36 non-native species, 8 are considered are invasive and pose an invasive threat to the 

native plant communities in the area (North Wind, 2005). They are: 

 Bird vetch (Vicia cracca). 

 Yellow toadflax or butter-and-eggs (Linaria vulgaris). 

 White sweetclover (Melilotus alba). 

 Ox-eye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare). 

 Quackgrass (Elymus repens). 

 Alsike clover (Trifolium hybridum). 

 Narrow-leaved hawksbeard (Crepis tectorum). 

                                                 
1
 State rankings – S3=Rare within the state; at moderate risk of extirpation because of restricted range, narrow habitat specificity, recent 

population decline, small population sizes, a moderate number of occurrences. S4=Apparently secure but uncommon within the state; may be a 

long-term conservation concern. 
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 Lambsquarters (Chenopodium album). 

 

Two non-native invasive species, bird vetch and yellow toadflax, have been actively controlled 

on CAFS since 2006 (USAF, 2015f). Three non-native invasive species in particular are of 

concern because of the potential for suppression or exclusion of rare plant species as well as 

common natives, altering nutrient processing and succession. These are White Sweetclover 

(Melilotus alba), Yellow Sweetclover (Melilotus officinalis), and Siberian Wildrye (Elymus 

sibiricus). At CAFS, these species have been located in areas along the Nenana River, which puts 

them outside the area affected by the Proposed Action. Population control of non-native invasive 

species through early detection and rapid response would have a positive effect on rare plant 

species and other biological resources on CAFS (Carlson and Gotthardt, 2009). 

3.4.4 Wildlife  

Wildlife species that inhabit CAFS are typical of interior Alaska and generally reflect the relative 

undisturbed and remote nature of the station and surroundings. Two bird species on the State of 

Alaska’s Species of Concern List were observed on the station (Carlson and Gotthardt, 2009), 

and another three species observed at CAFS are on other federal agencies’ watch lists.  

3.4.4.1 Terrestrial Wildlife  

Mammals known to occur at CAFS include the Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes), Grizzly Bear (Ursus 

arctos horribilis) American Black Bear (Ursus americanus), Moose (Alces americanus), 

Snowshoe Hare (Lepus americanus), Red Squirrel (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus), Porcupine 

(Erethizon dorsatum), Gray Wolf (Canis lupus), Lynx, and Beaver (Castor canadensis) (Carlson 

and Gotthardt, 2009; USAF, 2015b). A wide array of birds are known to occur at CAFS during 

the breeding season, including waterfowl, raptors, shorebirds, seabirds and numerous landbird 

species (LaGore et al. 1996 as cited in Carlson and Gotthardt, [2009]). Hunting for bear, moose, 

and small game is permitted on some areas of CAFS (Carlson and Gotthardt, 2009). CAFS is 

part of a statewide study of upland game birds, including Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa umbellus) 

(USAF, 2015b).  

Other wildlife that could be present at CAFS include Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon), 

Alder Flycatcher (Empidonax alnorum), Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus cooperi), Blackpoll 

Warbler (Setophaga striata), Boreal Owl (Aegolius funereus), Great Gray Owl (Strix nebulosa), 

and Rusty Blackbird (Euphagus carolinus). Furbearers and small mammals likely present in the 

area include Mink (Neovison vison), Pacific Marten (Martes caurina), Muskrat (Ondatra 

zibethicus), River Otter (Lontra canadensis), Caribou (Rangifer tarandus), Northern Red-backed 

Vole (Myodes rutilus), and Meadow Vole (Microtus pennsylvanicus) (ADF&G, 2006).  
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3.4.4.2 Aquatic Wildlife and Fish  

Rivers and streams near CAFS may contain fish, such as the commonly encountered Northern 

Pike (Esox lucius), Sheefish (Stenodus leucichthys), Whitefish (Salangichthys microdon), and 

Chum Salmon (Oncorhynchus keta) (ADF&G, 2006). Three species of salmon (Chum, Coho [O. 

kisutch], and Chinook [O. tshawytscha]) have been identified in the Nenana River, at CAFS 

western boundary (Johnson and Litchfield, 2015). Except for Northern Pike, these fish species 

migrate from salt water to spawn in freshwater streams and rivers (anadromous species). Lake 

Sansing has been stocked with trout by the ADF&G and is open to fishing by installation 

personnel.  

3.4.4.3 Migratory Bird Species 

Breeding bird and seasonal usage surveys, along with incidental sightings, were conducted 

across CAFS to create an avian species list for CAFS. During the 2007 field season, 53 species 

of birds were recorded at the station (Carlson and Gotthardt, 2009; Appendix G of the CAFS 

INRMP [USAF, 2015f]). Five of these species are considered to be declining and in need of 

conservation (Table 3.4-2).  

In addition to surveys conducted at CAFS, a list of migratory birds likely to use CAFS during 

migration was obtained using the USFWS Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) 

website (USFWS, 2015). This list indicated another nine species of conservation concern that 

could potentially use CAFS (Table 3.4-3). 

Table 3.4-2 Bird Species of Conservation Concern Recorded at CAFS 

Common Name Scientific Name 

Global 

Rank
(1)

 

State 

Rank
(2)

 Federal
(3)

 State
(4)

 

Other 

State
(5)

 

Other 

National
(6)

 

Blackpoll Warbler Setophaga striata G5 S4B BLM 

SENS 

SSC Audubon, 

BPIF 

PSOC 

 

Gray-cheeked Thrush Catharus minimus G5 S4S5B BLM 

SENS 

SSC BPIF 

PSOC 

 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus G5 S2B USFS 

SENS 

   

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus G4 S3S4B   Audubon, 

BPIF 

PSOC 

NALCP 

White-winged Crossbill Loxia leucoptera G5 S5   BPIF 

PSOC 

 

(1)
 Global Rank: G4= Apparently secure but uncommon; some cause for long-term concern because of declines or 

other factors. G5= Secure; common, widespread, and abundant. 
(2) 

State Rank: S2=Imperiled within the state; at high risk of extirpation because of few occurrences, declining 

populations, limited range, and/or habitat. S3=Rare within the state; at moderate risk of extirpation because of 

restricted range, narrow habitat specificity, recent population decline, small population sizes, a moderate number of 

occurrences. S4=Apparently secure but uncommon within the state; may be a long-term conservation concern. 

S5=Secure and widespread within the state; not at risk for extirpation because of widespread abundance. 
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(3) 
BLM SENS = Bureau of Land Management Sensitive Species List; USFS SENS = U.S. Forest Service Sensitive 

Species List  
(4)

 SSC = State of Alaska Species of Special Concern 
(5) 

Audubon = Audubon Alaska Watchlist, BPIF PSOC = Boreal Partners in Flight Priority Species 
(6) 

NALCP = North American Landbird Conservation Plan 

Source: All data derived from Table 7 in Carlson and Gotthardt (2009); Appendix G of CAFS INRMP (USAF, 

2015f). 

 

Table 3.4-3 Migratory Bird Species of Conservation Concern at CAFS 

Common Name Scientific Name Season of Occurrence 

Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea Breeding 

Fox Sparrow Passerella iliaca Breeding 

Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes Breeding 

Olive-sided Flycatcher Contopus cooperi Breeding 

Rusty Blackbird Euphagus carolinus Breeding 

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus Breeding 

Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria Breeding 

Upland Sandpiper Bartramia longicauda Breeding 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus Breeding 

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus Year-round 

Source: Data obtained online from IPaC System (USFWS, 2015).  

 

3.4.5 Threatened and Endangered Species 

The ESA provides a means for conserving the ecosystems that endangered and threatened 

species depend on and a program for the conservation of such species. The ESA directs all 

federal agencies to participate in conserving these species. Specifically, Section 7(a)(1) of the 

ESA directs federal agencies to aid in the conservation of listed species, and Section 7(a)(2) 

requires the agencies, through consultation with the USFWS, to ensure that the agencies’ 

activities are not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or adversely 

modify designated critical habitats. 

The ADF&G is responsible for determining and maintaining a list of endangered species in 

Alaska under AS 16.20.190. A species or subspecies of fish or wildlife is considered endangered 

when the ADF&G Commissioner determines that the species’ numbers have decreased to such 

an extent as to indicate that its continued existence is imperiled. The State Endangered Species 

List consists of two birds and three marine mammals (Table 3.4-4). 

No threatened or endangered species listed by the USFWS or the ADF&G or critical habitat have 

been recorded at CAFS (LaGory, et al. 1996, as cited by Carlson and Gotthardt [2009]). 

Additional studies were conducted in 2005 (vegetation) and 2007 (birds/habitat), reaching the 

same conclusion (Carlson and Gotthardt, 2009). Information from the USFWS also indicates that 

endangered or threatened species are not present, based on reported wildlife survey data 

(USFWS, 2015).  
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Table 3.4-4 Species of Conservation Concern in Alaska 

Common Name Scientific Name Federal Status State Status 

Birds       

Short-tailed Albatross Phoebastria albatrus LE E, SGCN 

Eskimo Curlew Numenius borealis LE E, SGCN 

Marine Mammals   

  North Pacific Blue Whale Balaenoptera musculus LE E, SGCN 

Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangliae LE E, SGCN 

North Pacific Right Whale Eubalaena japonica LE E, SGCN 

Notes: 

Federal Status: LE = endangered 

State Status: Endangered = E; Species of Greatest Conservation Need = SGCN 

Sources: State data obtained online at http://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/zoology/species-information/ . 

Federal data obtained online at http://www.fws.gov/endangered 

 

3.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Cultural resources include archaeological, historical, and Native American items, places, or 

events considered important to a culture, community, tradition, religion, or science. 

Archaeological and historic resources are locations where human activity measurably altered the 

earth or left deposits of physical or biological remains. Prehistoric examples include arrowheads, 

rock scatterings, and village remains. Historic archaeological resources generally include 

campsites, roads, fences, homesteads, trails, and battlegrounds. Architectural examples of 

historic resources include bridges, buildings, canals, and other structures of historic or aesthetic 

value. Native American resources can include tribal burial grounds, habitations, religious 

ceremonial areas or instruments, or anything considered essential for the persistence of their 

traditional culture. 

3.5.1 Existing Conditions 

Cultural resource management at USAF installations is specifically established in AFI 32-7065 

and DoDI 4715.16, Cultural Resources Management. AFI 32-7065 details compliance 

requirements for protecting cultural resources through an Integrated Cultural Resources 

Management Plan (ICRMP). DoDI 4715.16 details procedures for managing cultural resources at 

DoD facilities. CAFS recently completed an ICRMP in 2015 (USAF, 2015a).  

The ICRMP includes an inventory and evaluation of all known cultural resources; identification 

of the likely presence of other significant cultural resources; description of installation strategies 

for maintaining cultural resources and complying with related resource statutes, regulations, 

policies, and procedures; standard operating procedures and action plans; clear identification and 

resolution of the mission impact on cultural resources; and conformance with local, state, and 

federal preservation programs. CAFS’s ICRMP discusses building and property surveys; 

procedures for consultation with the Alaska State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and 

http://aknhp.uaa.alaska.edu/zoology/species-information/
http://www.fws.gov/endangered
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Alaskan Native groups; agreements developed from these consultations; and other program 

responsibilities. This plan is intended for use by personnel involved in planning, construction, 

maintenance operations, and real property management at CAFS. 

The affected environment for cultural resources is defined through determination of the area of 

potential affect (APE). The APE is defined by 36 CFR 800.16 as the geographic area or areas 

within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause alterations in the character or use of 

historic properties, if any such properties exist. The APE of the LRDR project at CAFS includes 

the following for the alternatives: 

Alternative 1-Site 3A – Includes the approximately 45-acre LRDR operation area shown on 

Figure 2.2-2 along with the areas of the non-mission support facilities shown in Figure 2.1-2. 

Alternative 2-Site 3B – Includes the approximately 45-acre LRDR operation area plus the 

additional 12.8 acres requiring tree removal shown on Figure 2.2-5 along with the areas of the 

non-mission support facilities shown in Figure 2.1-2. 

The existing cultural resources at the Project site and in the vicinity have been discussed in 

previous reports and NEPA documents that were produced for other Proposed Actions at CAFS. 

Their findings are summarized in the following sections.  

3.5.2 Site Archaeological Conditions  

Two cultural resource surveys have been conducted at CAFS. The 1991 survey (Goebel and 

Bigelow, 1991) investigated undeveloped portions of the station through sampling and intensive 

subsurface testing of areas that had high potential (likely to reveal traces of archaeological 

resources) for archaeological site discovery. The 1994 survey (Northern Land Use Research, 

Inc., 1995) was an expansion of the 1991 survey to sample additional undisturbed lands through 

visual survey, soil probes, and systematic and judgmental shovel testing. No prehistoric 

archaeological sites were identified. Two historic archaeological sites, a railroad camp and a 

portion of the original Alaska Railroad bed, were identified as potentially eligible for inclusion in 

the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). However, based on the additional survey 

conducted in 1994 and review and concurrency by the Alaska SHPO, both sites were determined 

to be ineligible for listing on the NRHP and no further study was required.  

CAFS is also considered to have a low potential for archaeological resources based on 

topography and previous disturbance associated with construction. Through the survey 

development and review, the SHPO agreed that there were no significant archeological resources 

known or likely to occur on CAFS property. 
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3.5.3 Regional History  

Archaeological evidence indicates that the Region around CAFS has been occupied for about 

12,000 years (Powers and Heffecker, 1989). Although no specific sites have been found within 

the boundary of CAFS, sites in nearby locations have been characterized by projectile points, 

cores, and tools for preparing animal skins and food. A 1994 study (Northern Land Use 

Research, Inc., 1995) found the region to have moderate (possibility exists that subsurface sites 

may be located in the future) or low potential (featureless topography and known areas of 

landscaping) for Native Alaskan resources. 

3.5.4 History of CAFS  

The CAFS property was originally purchased by the Department of the Interior in 1949 for use 

as a gunnery range for the Alaskan Air Command. The CAFS played a key role in the defense of 

the U.S. during the Cold War-Era. CAFS is one of only three BMEWS sites of its kind; others 

were constructed in Thule, Greenland, and Fylingdales, England. Construction of the microwave 

radar facilities at CAFS began in 1958 and the station became operational in 1961.  

 

The Old Tech Site, primary area for the LRDR, has been evaluated as potential Cold War assets 

(USAF, 2013a). An inventory and evaluation of Cold War-era properties conducted by Argonne 

National Laboratory in 1995 identified eight buildings (101, 102, 104, 105, 106, 735, 736, and 

737) as potentially eligible for listing in the NRHP (Northern Land Use Research, Inc., 1995). 

No other properties on CAFS were determined to have “exceptional importance” under Criterion 

G of the National Register.  

 

The mechanical radar structures (BMEWS) ceased operation in 2001 (USAF, 2013a). Because 

the radar would no longer be in use, structures associated with the radar were planned to be 

dismantled and demolished (USAF, 2001a). Based on findings of the previous inventory surveys, 

consultation with the Alaska SHPO identified the need for a Memorandum of Agreement and 

Historic American Engineering Record documentation to ensure steps be taken to save 

historically significant items in the context of Cold War operations. The Memorandum of 

Agreement was signed by all stakeholders as of 24 May 2004.  

The Memorandum of Agreement described mitigation requirements to preserve the history of the 

Old Tech Site prior to demolition (USAF, 2015a). In accordance with the Memorandum of 

Agreement, the USAF curated certain items from the Old Tech Site complex in order to preserve 

the historical significance of equipment and operations during the Cold War environment. Once 

all mitigation activities addressed in the Memorandum of Agreement were completed, 

documentation and submissions were submitted and were approved by the SHPO. Through 

mutual agreement, the Memorandum of Agreement dated 24 May 2004, was terminated on 12 

June 2007.  
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The demolition of the Old Tech Site BMEWS radar and structures has not been completed to 

date, but as described in Section 2.2.1.1, demolition of these facilities are planned to be 

conducted prior to or in conjunction with the LRDR construction activities. Although the 

demolition is being addressed under a separate action and EA (USAF, 2001a), as defined in the 

ICRMP (USAF, 2015a), CAFS must notify the Alaska SHPO of proposed demolition schedules 

as soon as they are known and also contact the office after demolition is complete. This 

notification will allow the SHPO to update the Alaska Heritage Resource Survey database.  

In addition, CAFS and the Nenana Native Council entered into a Comprehensive Agreement 

(signed by CAFS on 12 December 2008 and the Nenana Native Council on 2 January 2009) 

which requires CAFS to provide timely notification of proposed activities or project that may 

have the potential to affect protected tribal resources, tribal rights, or Indian lands. This 

Comprehensive Agreement also provides for NEPA coordination required by Executive Order 

(EO) 13175 Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments and other Executive 

Orders and federal policies.  In accordance with the requirements of the Comprehensive 

Agreement, CAFS will provide the Native Council notifications and the opportunities to review 

NEPA documentation including EAs (CAFS, 2009). In the case of this LRDR EA, CAFS sent a 

letter notifying the Nenana Native Council of the Proposed Action in January 2016. A copy of 

the letter is provided in Appendix A. In addition, an availability notification memorandum for 

the draft LRDR EA was forwarded to the Nenana Native Council by CAFS prior to the release of 

this document for public review. 

3.6 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

On 11 February 1994, President Clinton issued EO 12898, Federal Actions to Address 

Environmental Justice in Minority and Low-Income Populations (USEPA, 2014a). The purpose 

of the EO 12898 is to avoid the disproportionate placement of adverse environmental, economic, 

social, or health effects from Federal Proposed Actions and policies on minority and low-income 

populations.  

The first step in analyzing this issue is to identify minority and low-income populations that 

might be affected by implementation of the Proposed Action or its considered alternatives. 

Demographic information on ethnicity, race, and economic status is provided in this section as 

the baseline against which potential environmental justice effects can be identified and analyzed. 

The socioeconomic ROI for the Proposed Action is defined as the Boroughs of Denali and 

Yukon-Koyukuk. This ROI was selected because it includes the borough in which CAFS is 

located and the nearest high populations city, Fairbanks, AK. 

The evaluation of environmental justice impacts from a Proposed Action includes the geographic 

distribution of minority populations, low-income populations by poverty-status, community 

health, and consumption patterns of populations that principally rely on a subsistence style of 
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living. Available mitigation measures and those that would be implemented are also part of the 

review and analysis. 

This approach is consistent with the USEPA’s objectives concerning environmental justice, 

which include “the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, 

color, national origin, or income with respect to the development, implementation, and 

enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies” (USEPA, 2012).  

3.6.1 Data Sources 

Using the U.S. Census Bureau’s (Census) American Factfinder (U.S. Census, 2014), USEPA’s 

EJView and EJSCREEN (USEPA, 2013a; USEPA, 2013b), and Alaska Department of Public 

Health and Social Services (ADH) data and statistics (ADH, 2013), CAFS and surrounding areas 

were assessed to identify low income or minority populations. Minority populations included in 

the census were identified as American Indian or Alaska Native; Hispanic or Latino; Asian or 

Pacific Islander; African American; Native Hawaiian; or other/multiple races. For purposes of 

this environmental justice analysis, low-income was considered the same as income below the 

typical poverty level. According to data published by U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services, the 2015 “poverty level” for an individual in Alaska is $14,580 (Federal Register, 

2015). For each additional person in a household, there is a determined poverty level that is 

incrementally increased from the individual level. For a family of four people, the poverty level 

in 2015 is $29,820 (Federal Register, 2015).  

The analysis of low income populations generally used data at the state, county, and Census tract 

and/or Census block group level. However, due to the area’s isolation and low population, 

limited datasets were available; therefore, the Borough (Alaska county) data were emphasized in 

this evaluation. The proposed construction sites were compared to locations of these potential 

populations in the area. 

3.6.2 Minority Populations 

Generally, to qualify as a minority area, the locale in question would have to include a 

population in which: (a) minority groups comprise at least 50 percent of the community; or (b) 

the proportion of minority groups is profoundly greater than that of the general population or 

other comparable geographic area, such as another nearby community, county, or the state. The 

Denali Borough (the borough in which CAFS is located) contains four main communities: 

Anderson, Clear (CAFS), Cantwell, and Healy, as well as a number of smaller settlements. The 

area is sparsely populated, with a borough-wide total population of 1,921 (U.S. Census, 2014). 

According to CAFS’s General Plan and visual evidence from aerial map views, CAFS is located 

in a rural area within a forested area. Anderson is the nearest town, located approximately 4 

miles to the north; Healy is approximately 30 miles to the south; and Cantwell is approximately 

65 miles to the south (USAF, 2015a). The northern and southern boundaries of the base are 
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heavily wooded, whereas the western and eastern boundaries trace the Nenana River and George 

Parks Highway, respectively. Evidence of local minority groups that would meet the above 

criteria for “minority populations” was not found in Census or USEPA data.  

Minorities comprised 11.6 percent of the total population of Denali Borough; in all of Alaska, 

minorities comprised 35.9 percent of the state’s population (www.denaliborough.govoffice.com). 

The nearest town, Anderson, is comprised of a 12.2 percent minority population. A neighboring 

Borough, Yukon-Koyukuk, the southern border of which lies approximately 2.5 miles north of 

CAFS, had a total population of 5,547, of which 78.2 percent consisted of minority groups 

(USEPA, 2013a). The nearest town to CAFS that lies within the Yukon-Koyukuk Borough is 

Nenana, approximately 20 miles to the north, and reports a total population of 435 and a 43.9 

percent minority population (U.S. Census, 2014). Table 3.6-1 summarizes the minority 

population data for the Cities of Anderson and Nenana, the Denali and Yukon-Koyukuk 

Boroughs, and the State of Alaska. 

Table 3.6-1 Summary of Minority Populations 

Population City of 

Anderson
(1)

 

Denali 

Borough
(2)

 

Yukon-

Koyukuk 

Borough 

City of 

Nenana
(3)

 

State of 

Alaska 

Minority 

Population  
12.2% 11.6% 78.2% 43.9% 34.9% 

Notes: 
(1)

City of Anderson is located in the Denali Borough. 
(2)

CAFS is located in the Denali Borough. 
(3)

City of Nenana is located in Yukon-Koyukuk Borough. 

Sources: U.S. Census, 2014; USEPA, 2013a; USEPA, 2013b; ADH, 2013 

 

Comparing this data to the minority population qualifications, it is evident that the town of 

Anderson, with a 12.2 percent minority population, would not qualify as an affected minority 

population. Conversely, the Yukon-Koyukuk Borough would qualify as a minority area. The 

nearest Yukon-Koyukuk Borough town with a qualifying minority population is Nenana.  

3.6.3 Low Income Populations 

Low-income populations located in the Proposed Action area were defined using the annual 

statistical poverty thresholds from the Census’ Current Population Reports, series P-60 on 

Income and Poverty. As defined by EO 12898, a community can be considered either “a group of 

individuals living in geographic proximity to one another, or a set of individuals (such as migrant 

workers or Native Americans), where either type of group experiences common conditions of 

environmental exposure or effect” (USEPA, 2012). 
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As previously mentioned, a review of CAFS’s General Plan (USAF, 2013a) and visual evidence 

from aerial maps indicated that CAFS is located in a thinly populated rural area which is heavily 

forested. Based on Census research, only borough data were available to assess the percentage of 

low income populations. Evidence of disproportionately large concentrations of low income 

populations was not found in Census or other data. Approximately 20.5 percent of people in the 

Denali Borough have incomes of more than $50,000 per year (U.S. Census, 2014), well above 

the individual poverty level of $14,580.  

The percentage of all people in the Denali Borough with incomes below poverty level was 11.4, 

comparable to the statewide percentage of 9.9. For families, the poverty level percentage was 1.0 

in the Denali Borough, lower than the 6.8 percent value for the state. In the Yukon-Koyukuk 

Borough, the percentage of all people and all families with incomes below poverty level was 

24.2 and 19.2, respectively (U.S. Census, 2014). Both values were substantially higher than those 

at the state level. Table 3.6-2 summarizes the low income population data for the Denali and 

Yukon-Koyukuk Boroughs and the State of Alaska. 

Table 3.6-2 Summary of Low Income Populations 

Low  Income 

Population 

Denali 

Borough 

Yukon-

Koyukuk 

Borough 

State of 

Alaska 

Individuals 11.4% 24.2% 9.9% 

Families  1% 19.2% 6.8% 

Notes: CAFS is located in the Denali Borough. 

Sources: U.S. Census, 2014; USEPA, 2013a; USEPA, 

2013b; ADH, 2013 

 

The data presented in Table 3.6-2 indicates that the overall percentage of people with incomes 

below poverty level in the vicinity of CAFS was roughly equivalent to the percentage in the 

state, but appeared to trend slightly higher in Yukon-Koyukuk Borough. As previously indicated, 

Yukon-Koyukuk Borough includes one of the larger cities nearest to the Project site, Nenana, in 

which 15.5 percent of all people were below poverty level (U.S. Census, 2014). 

3.6.4 Subsistence Populations 

Often, individuals or groups of people who rely on natural resources for food and/or income, or 

live at a subsistence level, may be associated with very low income areas. Information about 

these groups and individuals was not identified in Census, State, Borough, or other population 

data. Based on socioeconomic data and information reviewed, no populations or local groups in 

CAFS vicinity are known to principally rely on fish, wildlife, or other natural resources for 

subsistence. 
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3.6.5 Community Health 

Community health was evaluated for Denali and Yukon-Koyukuk Boroughs primarily using 

county and state health department information that was supplemented with information from 

USEPA’s EJView database. ADH compiles borough health profile information, which indicates 

the statistics for Denali and Yukon-Koyukuk Boroughs as shown in Table 3.6-3. 

Table 3.6-3 Community Health Indicators for Denali and Yukon-Koyukuk Boroughs 

Denali Borough Yukon-Koyukuk Borough 

No health insurance: 24.5% total, adolescents 

under 18 years 5.9% 

No health insurance: 39.4% total, adolescents 

under 18 years 19.5% 

50% causes of death being cancer, leading 

causes being malignant neoplasms, trachea, 

bronchus, lung and breast cancer 

44.2% causes of death being cancer, leading 

causes being malignant neoplasms, colon, 

lymphoid, trachea, bronchus, lung and breast 

cancer 

20 resident deaths (2011 through 2013); 

leading causes include: malignant neoplasm, 

heart disease, lung cancer 

174 resident deaths (2011 through 2013); 

leading causes include malignant neoplasm, 

heart disease, influenza and/or pneumonia, 

unintentional injuries, non-transport accidents 

Sources: ADH, 2013; CDC, 2013; U.S. Census, 2014 (based on data from 2011 to 2013) 

Health Data. According to available Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) data 

specific to Alaska, 28.4 percent of adults are obese, 37.7 percent are overweight, and 21.5 

percent smoke (CDC, 2013). This is comparable to national data, where 28.3 percent of adults 

are obese and 35.5 percent are overweight; however, smoking trends are slightly higher in the 

boroughs compared to national data, where 17.8 percent smoke. Therefore, it is concluded that 

low-income and minority populations in Alaska likely have health trends that are comparable to 

the rest of the U.S. 

The percentage of uninsured adults and adolescents under 18 years in the U.S. in 2013 was 20.4 

and 6.5, respectively. In the Denali Borough, approximately 25 percent of adults and 6 percent of 

adolescents under 18 years have no insurance (see Table 3.6-3). In the Yukon-Koyukuk 

Borough, approximately 39 percent of adults and 20 percent of adolescents under 18 years have 

no insurance. This indicates there is a slight disadvantage for health insurance accessibility to 

those in Denali Borough, particularly for adults. Comparatively, Yukon-Koyukuk Borough 

exhibits a significantly higher rate of uninsured individuals, indicating that health insurance 

accessibility is a concern.  

According to data from the CDC and ADH summarized in Table 3.6-3, Denali Borough 

averaged roughly 6 deaths per year between 2011 and 2013, half of which were caused by 

cancer. Of the total population, this equals less than 1 percent. Similarly, Yukon-Koyukuk 
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Borough averaged 58 deaths per year, less than half of which were caused by cancer, equaling 

1.04 percent of the total population. 2013 national data indicated that the death rate is 

approximately 0.8 percent, the majority of which were caused by heart disease and cancer. It is 

concluded that the Boroughs are not experiencing a higher trend in deaths (CDC, 2013). 

Exposure to Toxic Releases. USEPA’s EJSCREEN includes environmental data about the 

Denali Borough and reports human and environmental health-related information to the USEPA 

under various monitoring programs. The data identify existing emission sources within an 

approximately 4-mile radius around CAFS, and can provide a general indication of the residents’ 

potential exposure to emission-related health issues. The data indicates that most emission 

sources are associated with CAFS (USEPA, 2013a): 

 3 monitoring sites in addition to CAFS reporting hazardous waste generation.  

 0 monitoring sites with reported air emissions in addition to CAFS. 

 0 monitoring sites reporting water discharges in addition to CAFS. 

 0 monitoring sites reporting release of toxics in addition to CAFS. 

One release of toxics report from CAFS revealed a sulfuric acid spill in 1994, which drained into 

CAFS’s decommissioned power plant reject ditch, allowing CAFS to contain and remediate the 

release onsite. Otherwise, there have been no other records or significant reports of emissions or 

releases to USEPA in the vicinity of CAFS which would expose pollutants, generating negative 

health impacts to nearby low-income and minority populations. 

The National Air Toxics Assessments (NATA) is USEPA’s ongoing comprehensive evaluation 

of air toxics in the U.S. The USEPA developed the NATA as a screening tool for State and local 

agencies to prioritize pollutants, emission sources, and locations of interest in order to gain a 

better understanding of risks. NATA provides estimates of the risk of cancer and other serious 

health effects from inhaling air toxics in order to inform of emission source locations which are 

of potential concern in terms of contributing to the population risk (USEPA, 2013a).  

The NATA-determined health risks for the Region around CAFS are included in Table 3.6-4. A 

higher percentile is a more positive indicator for the metric of interest. 

Table 3.6-4 NATA-Determined Health Risks 

Area 

Cancer Risk 

(Persons per Million) 

Neurological Hazard 

Risk 

Respiratory Hazard 

Risk 

Denali Borough 13.86 (68.3 Percentile 0.02 (82.1 Percentile) 0.28 (71.1 Percentile) 

Yukon-Koyukuk 

Borough 

13.72 (77.4 Percentile) 0.02 (86.3 Percentile) 0.38 (71.5 Percentile) 

Alaska 30.52 (17.3 Percentile) 0.05 (50 Percentile) 0.96 (19.2 Percentile) 

Notes: Values are derived from 2005 NATA Cancer Risk Estimates and Non-Cancer Hazard Index 

Scores. Percentiles are ranking of counties and states from 0 (lowest) to 100 (highest). 

Source: USEPA, 2013a 
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The data derived from NATA indicate that the boroughs, and those that reside within, have a 

significantly lower cancer, neurological and respiratory hazard risk than the overall risks of 

Alaska, likely based on the isolation from the more heavily populated and industrialized areas in 

Alaska.  

3.7  GEOLOGY & SOILS 

The ROI for potential impacts related to geology and soils would be the area of the Proposed Action 

within CAFS. 

3.7.1 Geology 

CAFS is located in the Yukon Region of interior Alaska near the southern boundary of the 

Tanana-Kuskokwim Lowland (USGS, 1999a). The Lowlands are a broad, relatively flat valley, 

filled with glacial meltwater outwash. The outwash is a wedge-shaped fan, sloping downward 

from the south (the source of the outwash) to the north, the direction of flow of the Nenana 

River. The Nenana River provided a well-defined terminal moraine and deposited coarser 

gravels in an arc making up the inner fan closest to the breach and deposited medium gravels in a 

middle fan further out. CAFS is situated on the east half of the fan and is covered with many 

interlaced sinuous channels, terraces and banks that formed during glacial meltwater outwash 

deposition. Local elevations of these features differ from 2 to 6 ft. The elevation of the LRDR 

site (Old Tech Site) is approximately 600 ft above MSL (USGS, 1976). The sediments deposited 

by the Nenana River consist primarily of medium to coarse granite and conglomerate gravel, 

covered by sandy gravel, sand, and silt. These sediments can be several hundred feet thick 

(USAF, 2015a). 

3.7.2 Seismicity 

The boundary between the Tanana Valley and Alaska Range foothills is very abrupt and is 

marked by the Denali Fault, located approximately 60 miles south of CAFS. This active fault can 

generate earthquakes as great as an 8.1 magnitude on the Richter Scale (USGS, 1999b). CAFS is 

located in Seismic Zone 3 (USAF, 1992). Lateral thrust motion along the fault in recent 

millennia has been approximately 1 inch per year. This is an area where earthquakes normally 

range from a 5.5 to 6.5 magnitude (a seismic event of VIII on the Modified Mercalli Scale). 

Moderate damage can occur in normal structures, while damage is slight in well-built structures. 

There have been 32 earthquakes with a magnitude of 5.5 or greater since 1904 within a 100-mile 

radius of CAFS. Seven of these quakes have occurred since 1990 (USGS, 2004). On 3 November 

2002, an earthquake with a magnitude of 7.9 was centered approximately 75 miles southeast of 

CAFS and ruptured 180 miles of the Denali Fault.  
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3.7.3 Soils 

Soils on CAFS are of an unknown age, but have weathered in place with few, if any, geomorphic 

rejuvenating events or processes since the Pleistocene glaciation. Silty soils generally occur in 

areas dominated by deciduous forest (aspen and birch); these soils vary from 2.5 to 6 ft deep and 

are underlain by a sandy gravel horizon varying from 6 to 30 ft thick. Areas dominated by spruce 

are generally covered by a peat layer 0.5 ft thick over a silt horizon that varies from 2.5 to 4.5 ft 

in depth. Under this horizon are horizons of sand, silt, and gravel combinations (USAF, 2013a). 

Silty soils at the installation are generally well drained, although drainage may be impeded in 

some areas by intermittent pockets of permafrost. Frost and permafrost related problems are not 

typically encountered in this area due to the presence of coarse-grained, well-drained soils 

(USAF, 2013a). No potential permafrost areas have been identified at the proposed project areas. 

 

Soils on CAFS have a low potential for water erosion. Erosion is also minimized by vegetative 

cover and low annual precipitation. The potential for wind erosion is low, unless the vegetation 

and organic layer are removed. The pH of the soil in well-drained sites (i.e., silty soils) is 5.0 to 

6.0. In poorly drained sites (i.e., peat), the pH of the surface is 4.0 to 5.5 and the subsoil is 5.0 to 

6.0 (USAF, 2013a). The low pH limits the soil development process and potential recovery from 

human impacts. 

Compaction, and its effect on permeability, varies according to soil type. Silty soils (United 

Classification of ML) are moderately compressible and have low to medium permeability after 

compaction. Sandy silt soils (United Classification of SC) are slightly to moderately 

compressible and have low permeability after compaction. Well-graded gravel and sand (United 

Classification of GW) are only slightly compressible and are highly permeable after 

compactions. The soils in the vicinity of both Alternative1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3A, 

(Old Tech Site) have been modified by grading and compaction during construction of the Old 

Tech Site, but are generally silty. 

Some soils at CAFS have been affected by previous site activities which resulted in 

contamination to soil at several locations. To address contaminated soils an Installation 

Restoration Program (IRP) has been implemented (USAF, 1993). The details of this program and 

IRP sites related to the LRDR project are described in detail in Section 3.8. 

3.8 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AND HAZARDOUS WASTE 

MANAGEMENT 

Hazardous materials are defined as any items or agents (biological, chemical, physical) which 

have the potential to cause harm to humans, animals, or the environment, either by themselves or 

through interaction with other factors. A hazardous material can be a solid, liquid, gas, or 

combination with toxic, flammable, reactive, or corrosive characteristics. These materials are 
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regulated at CAFS by laws and regulations administered by the USEPA, the Occupational Safety 

and Health Administration, the U.S. Department of Transportation, and the DoD. The State of 

Alaska regulates hazardous materials in 18 ACC 75.080 Title 18, Chapter 75, Article 2. 

Hazardous waste materials are characterized in accordance with Federal regulation 40 CFR Part 

261. Once waste materials are identified as being hazardous the waste must then be managed in 

accordance with 40 CFR Parts 262-264. These standards outline the requirements for storage, 

transport, disposal, and associated manifesting for differing types of waste. USAF installations 

address management of hazardous materials and wastes in accordance with AFI 32-7086 

Hazardous Materials Management, which complies with AFI 32-4002 Hazardous Material 

Emergency Planning and Response Program. 

Hazardous materials must be disclosed to personnel in accordance with the Occupational Safety 

and Health Act (OSHA) 29 CFR 1910.1200 hazardous communication (HazCom) standards. The 

materials are to be labeled and stored in accordance with the HazCom and USEPA Resource 

Conservation and Recovery Act 40 CFR Parts 264/265 requirements. 

Responsible personnel who sign shipping papers or manifests for hazardous materials must 

attend specialized transportation training in accordance with DoD Regulation 4500.9-R, Part II, 

Chapter 204. Handlers, who do not sign shipping papers, only receive general awareness, 

function specific, safety, and security training as indicated in the DoD Regulation.  

Waste minimization policies are used to recycle materials when feasible to reduce the volume, 

quantity, or toxicity of the waste as outlined in 40 CFR Part 266. Non-chemical military 

munitions are specifically addressed in 40 CFR Part 266.205. 

The ROI for potential impacts related to hazardous materials and wastes would be the area of the 

Proposed Action within CAFS. 

3.8.1 Hazardous Materials 

A Hazardous Waste Management Plan (HWMP) was prepared for CAFS in 2015 (BAE, 2015a). 

The HWMP outlines an approach to reduce the use of hazardous materials, the generation of 

solid and hazardous waste, and releases of pollutants into the environment. Hazardous materials 

used regularly at CAFS include products used for cleaning and maintenance of buildings and 

machinery. These materials include solvents, paints, cleaners, motor oils, gasoline, coolants, and 

hydraulic fluids. Bulk storage and distribution at CAFS are handled in the designated hazardous 

storage facility Base Supply Building 250. 

Small quantities of cleaning products are stored at points of use in well-marked containers and 

spill control storage cabinets. Herbicides, pesticides, and fertilizers are also used throughout the 

installation and are stored in accordance with the HWMP (BAE, 2015a). 
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Expanding upon the HWMP, the Spill Management Plan was developed and addresses the 

reporting, training, and procedures to follow in the event of a hazardous materials spill. The plan 

also lists the locations of all petroleum product tanks, categorizes the contents and quantities, and 

outlines periodic inspection and documentation procedures (BAE, 2015b).  

Many of the buildings were constructed during the 1950-60s and contain ACM such as insulating 

products, roofing, siding, and floor tiles. An installation ACM survey was conducted in 1984 and 

determined that asbestos will be encountered in all buildings except for those recently 

constructed. ACM activities are managed by the installation operation and maintenance 

contractor. Pre-demolition ACM surveys are conducted on an as-needed basis in accordance with 

applicable regulations (USAF, 2013a; BAE, 2015d). 

Due to the age of existing structures, all painted surfaces must be assumed to contain Pb. A LBP 

survey has not been conducted for CAFS; however, CAFS has a LBP Management Plan in place 

to guide renovation efforts. Pre-renovation or demolition LBP surveys are performed on an as-

needed basis in accordance with applicable regulations (USAF, 2013a; BAE, 2015d). 

In 2002, a survey was conducted to identify asbestos and lead in the BMEWS facility prior to 

planned demolition of the BMEWS (USAF, 2002a). 

Most of the electrical transformers and equipment containing PCBs at CAFS have been either 

taken out of service, drained and refilled with non-PCB oil, or replaced with non-PCB 

equipment. Lighting fixture ballasts and small capacitors which could contain PCBs may still be 

in use; therefore, all structures slated for demolition or renovation undergo a PCB survey (USAF, 

2013a, BAE, 2015d). 

3.8.2 Hazardous Waste 

CAFS is considered by the USEPA a conditionally exempt small quantity generator of hazardous 

waste because it generates less than 100 kilograms per month. CAFS HWMP focuses on the 

management of all hazardous waste generated, stored, or treated throughout the installation. 

Identification of waste procedures, waste locations and quantities, training requirements for 

waste handlers, and accumulation point managers are also contained in the HWMP (BAE, 

2015a). 

Materials categorized as hazardous are containerized in point-of-use storage locations. When the 

storage containers are full they are moved to a central accumulation point at Building 250. A 

licensed contractor then disposes of the wastes in accordance with applicable regulations (BAE, 

2015a). 
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3.8.3 Installation Restoration Program 

The USAF established the IRP in compliance with the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) which was amended by the Superfund 

Amendments and Reauthorization Act. These regulations were implemented to identify, monitor, 

and remediate hazardous waste sites at federal facilities (USAF, 1993). Twenty-four IRP sites 

have been identified at CAFS. Sixteen of these sites have been officially closed (USAF, 2013a). 

Of the remaining eight IRP sites, none would be impacted by the construction and operation of 

the LRDR under either alternative.  

3.9 HEALTH & SAFETY 

The evaluation of occupational health and safety considers actions or operations which could 

affect the well-being of construction workers, facility workers, the general public, and the 

environment. Activities are assessed for potential safety risks that could occur during 

construction, operation, maintenance, and testing. Risks are characterized prior to the initiation 

of actions, documented, and relayed to affected parties, then continually updated throughout the 

activity as additional safety risks are identified. All actions are observed by a responsible party 

with the authority to stop procedures until risks are prevented and mitigated. The ROI for 

potential impacts to health and safety would be the areas associated with the Proposed Action, 

including adjacent land uses and adjacent airspace. The population of concern for the Proposed 

Action consists of the people directly involved with the Proposed Action and its activities.  

Some typical risks that would be associated with the construction of the LRDR include fires, 

explosions, electrocution, overhead and lifting hazards, trips and falls, equipment hazards, 

dermal contact and inhalation of toxic materials, extreme cold, confined space entry, and 

trenching activities. Each LRDR construction activity would be evaluated and documented in a 

formal Job Hazard Analysis (JHA) in accordance with OSHA and Alaska Occupational Safety 

and Health guidelines. For the LRDR project, construction Contractors would prepare and 

implement JHA and Safety Plan documentation to ensure safe working conditions during 

construction activities in accordance with applicable guidelines. 

Operational risks associated with an LRDR type system include radiation hazards from 

telecommunications equipment and potential exposures to radio frequency (RF) electromagnetic 

energy. RF analyses would be performed to establish safe distances from RF generating 

equipment in accordance with the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 

standard C95.3-2002 (IEEE, 2002) and USAF Instruction 48-109 for EMR occupations and 

environmental health programs (USAF, 2014b). In addition, CAFS has established a program, 

Radiation Safety Program Instruction (USAF, 2007b), that assigns radiation safety 

responsibilities to ensure all personnel, including escorted and unescorted visitors, do not 

encroach onto restricted areas. For the current and existing radar system at CAFS (e.g., 
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SSPARS), see Figure 2.1-1, an RF analysis has been provided and RF safety zones have been 

established (MDA, 2012). For the LRDR system, a preliminary analysis has been completed in 

regards to health and safety issues and is discussed in detail in Section 4.9.  

In addition to personnel safety, RF and EMR can also have impacts to aircraft and result in 

airspace issues. For the LRDR system, a preliminary analysis has been completed in regards to 

the effects of RF and EMR on aircraft and airspace and is discussed in detail in Section 4.3.   

3.10 LAND USE  

Land use is described as the human use of land resources for various purposes, including 

economic production, natural resource protection, or institutional uses. Land uses frequently are 

controlled by management plans, policies, ordinances, and regulations that determine the uses 

that are permissible or protect specially designated or environmentally sensitive areas (e.g., 

prime farmland, coastal zones, national parks, historic properties). Planning departments at the 

local and municipal levels typically designate land uses for specific areas, which describe the 

permitted development activities that are acceptable for the area, such as agricultural, residential, 

commercial, and industrial. The ROI for potential land use impacts would be the areas associated 

with the Proposed Action, including adjacent land uses and lies entirely within the boundaries of 

CAFS.  

It should be noted that work involving the demolition and reclamation of the BMEWS site and 

the existing power plant have been addressed in previous environmental review proceedings and 

would be implemented under a separate action as discussed in Section 2.2.1.1.  

3.10.1 Land Use of Site and Vicinity 

CAFS encompasses 11,438 acres in the Denali Borough of Alaska, most of which is 

undeveloped (NMBC, 2012). The developed portion of CAFS consists of approximately 350 

acres and is divided into four main areas: the Composite Area, where most administrative, 

recreational and living quarters are located; the Old Camp Area, where civil engineering, 

maintenance shops and security police offices are located; the SSPARS site, which is used to 

detect missile launches as well as to track moving objects through space; and the Old Tech Site, 

where the BMEWS radars, radar support buildings and power plant are located (NMBC, 2012).  

CAFS is bordered to the east by the George Parks Highway (Alaska State Highway 3), to the 

north by the community of Anderson, and to the west by the Nenana River. The area around 

CAFS is shown on Figure 3.10-1. The Alaska Mountain Range is located to the south. CAFS is 

accessed from the George Parks Highway, which connects Anchorage, AK, and Fairbanks, AK. 

Fairbanks is approximately 56 miles northeast of CAFS.   



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

3-35 

 

   

Figure 3.10-1 Map of CAFS Surrounding Area 

 
Source: Google Earth (2015).  



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

3-36 

 

   

 

The community of Anderson, AK, is the nearest residential community to CAFS and is located 

approximately 4 miles to the north. Anderson has a population of 275 people and provides 

schooling, trash pickup, water and sewer, and other basic services to its residents (AAK, 2015). 

The unincorporated community of Clear, AK, is located approximately 3 miles to the south, but 

has very limited services. These two communities are home to mainly CAFS military employees 

and their families. No other residential areas are within 15 miles of CAFS. 

The majority of the land on CAFS should be considered forest land, generally referred to as 

coniferous, deciduous, and mixed wood forests, as well as regeneration/young forests where 

commercial timber has been removed. The exception would be the land contained within the 

fenced portions of CAFS and developed for military operations, which would include the LRDR 

site and Man Camp. Some employees of CAFS may use the wooded area for recreational 

purposes such as hiking and fishing in the nearby lake. 

 

CAFS is surrounded by public lands, with the Denali National Park approximately 30 miles to 

the south of CAFS. The surrounding area is managed as public lands and available for 

recreational purposes (PL, 2015).  

3.10.2 Land Use Plans and Policies 

The proposed project was reviewed to determine its consistency (or lack thereof) with applicable 

land use plans, policies, and guidelines. Typically, instances in which a project is inconsistent 

with applicable plans must be resolved via: (1) changes in the project design; (2) changes in the 

installation development plan(s); (3) a variance from installation development plans; or (4) 

denial/cancellation of the project. 

3.10.2.1 Land Development 

Land use and development at CAFS is governed by several established installation-specific land 

management and environmental protection plans, policies and procedures. The plans that would 

have the greatest potential to influence the development of the LRDR project include the 2013 

Installation Development Plan (USAF, 2013a); the ICRMP (USAF, 2015a); the INRMP, (USAF, 

2015b); and the 1993 IRP (USAF, 1993) which are summarized in the following paragraphs.  

CAFS Installation Development Plan (USAF, 2013a). According to the Installation 

Development Plan (USAF, 2013a), the purpose and function of CAFS is to support the mission 

of the 13th SWS, which is to provide early warning of enemy sea-launched and intercontinental 

ballistic missiles. CAFS also provides space surveillance data on orbiting objects. 
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The General Plan and Installation Development Plan are used to guide the short- and long-range 

developments of CAFS and is comprised of several interrelated programs that govern installation 

management. These programs include the following: 

 Infrastructure. Describes the installation components that support day-to-day mission of 

CAFS and the 13th SWS, their condition, and capacity to accommodate future 

development. Includes information on real estate and facilities, utilities, transportation 

infrastructure and services, and the airfield. 

 Environment. Describes existing environmental conditions on the installation and 

characterizes potential environmental impediments to future development. 

 Opportunities and constraints. Identifies natural and man-made constraints to future 

development on the installation, as well as opportunities for certain acceptable uses and 

facilities.  

 Land use. Describes existing land uses on the installation and defines the four distinctive 

developed areas: Composite Area, Old Camp Area, Old Tech Site, and Solid State Phased 

Array Radar System. Future land use plans are also addressed.  

 

ICRMP (USAF, 2015a). The ICRMP is a decision document that is used to address cultural 

resource management actions and compliance activities. It defines the policies and procedures 

for managing CAFS cultural resources relative to mission and operational processes, including 

installing new facilities. It does not include any locale- or activity-specific constraints on 

development but rather, calls for a process to address potential cultural resource impacts.  

INRMP (USAF, 2015b). The INRMP is a decision document that is used to address natural 

resource management actions and compliance activities. It defines the policies and procedures 

for managing CAFS natural resources relative to mission and operational processes, including 

installing new facilities. It does not include any locale- or activity-specific constraints on 

development but, rather, calls for a process to address potential natural resource impacts. 

IRP (USAF, 1993). The DoD’s Environmental Restoration Program (AFI 32-7020), requires 

installations to identify, confirm, quantify, and remediate suspected problems associated with 

past hazardous disposal sites. CERCLA provides USEPA with the authority to inventory, 

investigate, and clean up uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous waste sites. Areas that may be 

contaminated by hazardous materials or wastes through spills or leaks are being investigated and 

cleaned up through the IRP, which is the USAF’s CERCLA-based environmental restoration 

program. Additional details on the IRP program and associated sites that may be affected by the 

LRDR project are presented in Section 3.8.3. 
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3.10.2.2 Land Use Constraints 

There are no constraints to CAFS mission and mission planning associated with land uses in the 

immediate vicinity of CAFS, because the area is surrounded by approximately 11,000 acres of 

undeveloped land. This land is primarily used for recreational and open space activities.  

Beyond CAFS boundaries there are constraints on all sides. To the north, the CAFS is bordered 

by the city of Anderson, which supports a variety of commercial, residential and government 

uses, as well as a small airport (Anderson Airport). Private property and Alaska Railroad 

property borders CAFS to the south. The Nenana River forms the western boundary and 

therefore, represents a constraint to expansion of the CAFS boundary. The George Parks 

Highway forms the eastern border of CAFS (USAF, 2015b). 

3.11 NOISE 

Noise is defined as undesired sound (ANSI, 2013). Sound is generated by the propagation of 

energy in the form of pressure waves. Being a wave phenomenon, sound is characterized by 

amplitude (sound level) and frequency (pitch). Sound amplitude is measured in decibels (dB). 

The dB is the logarithmic ratio of a sound pressure to a reference sound pressure. Typically, 0 dB 

corresponds to the threshold of human hearing. 

 

Frequency is measured in hertz, (Hz) (cycles per second). Most sound sources (except those with 

pure tones) contain sound energy over a wide range of frequencies. A person with normal 

hearing can hear frequencies ranging from 20 Hz to 20,000 Hz. At typical sound pressure levels, 

the human ear is more sensitive to sounds in the middle and high frequencies (1,000 to 8,000 Hz) 

than sounds in the low frequencies. Various weighting networks have been developed to simulate 

the frequency response of the human ear. The A-weighting network was developed to simulate 

the frequency response of the human ear to sounds at typical environmental levels. The A-

weighting network emphasizes sounds in the middle to high frequencies and de-emphasizes 

sounds in the low frequencies. Any sound level to which the A-weighting network has been 

applied is expressed in A-weighted decibels, dBA. 

The ROI for potential noise impacts from site preparation and construction would be within 

2,000 feet of the Proposed Action. This area was selected because noise from site preparation 

and construction activities would not likely exceed 60 dBA outside of this distance. The ROI for 

potential noise impacts from operation activities would be the area immediately bordering the 

Proposed Action security fencing. 

Ambient noise conditions for CAFS are described in the following sections. 
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3.11.1 Site and Surrounding Noise Conditions  

Ambient noise conditions at CAFS are typical of a commercial or industrial facility. Noise 

sources include the existing power plant, heating and air conditioning equipment associated with 

CAFS facilities, and vehicular traffic. In general, existing CAFS acoustical conditions can be 

considered similar to noisy or very noisy urban residential areas, as shown in Table 3.11-1, 

depending on proximity to noise sources. 

Table 3.11-1 Typical Daytime Residual (Background) Sound Levels  

in Various Types of Communities 

Type of Community 
Typical Daytime Residual (Background) Sound 

Pressure Level 

Very Quiet Rural Areas 31 to 35 dBA 

Quiet Suburban Residential 36 to 40 dBA 

Normal Suburban Residential 41 to 45 dBA 

Urban Residential 46 to 50 dBA 

Noisy Urban Residential 51 to 55 dBA 

Very Noisy Urban Residential 56 to 60 dBA 

Adjacent Freeway or Major Airport >> 60 dBA 

Source: Adapted from USEPA 1971. 

 

Noise conditions in the surrounding area are typical of sparsely populated, rural areas. Noise 

sources include wind, swaying trees, and vehicular traffic, with contributions from insects during 

the summer seasons. Existing noise conditions in the surrounding area can be considered similar 

to very quiet rural to quiet or normal suburban residential areas, as shown in Table 3.11-1, again, 

depending on proximity to noise sources. 

3.11.2 Sensitive Noise Receptors  

The nearest noise-sensitive residential neighbors to the LRDR facility are located in Clear and 

Anderson, AK, approximately 3 miles south and 4 miles north, respectively. Neither Clear nor 

Anderson have codes or ordinances that limit sound levels, although Anderson does have a 

general nuisance ordinance, (Anderson, 2015), that prohibits “unnecessary or unusual noise,” as 

well as some noisy activities, such as nighttime pile-driving or operating a combustion engine 

without a muffler. USEPA guidelines indicate that environmental sound levels should generally 

be limited to a day-night average sound level of 55 dBA in residential outdoor areas (USEPA, 

1974). The day-night average level is the A-weighted equivalent sound level for a 24 hour period 

with an additional 10 dB imposed on the equivalent sound levels for night time hours of 10 pm to 

7 am. Based on discussions with installation personnel, CAFS has not received any noise 
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complaints from neighbors, including during operation of the decommissioned coal-fired power 

plant. 

3.12 SOCIOECONOMICS 

The ROI evaluated for the LRDR project was defined as including the boroughs of Denali, 

Yukon-Koyukuk, Fairbanks North Star, Southeast Fairbanks, and Matanuska-Susitna. This 

Region was selected because it includes all adjacent boroughs to the Denali Borough (the 

borough which CAFS is located) and the nearest high population city, Fairbanks, AK. These are 

the areas in which social and economic activities would most likely be affected by the Proposed 

Action and alternatives.  

3.12.1 Population 

The Region has been steadily increasing in population since Denali Borough was first 

established in 1990. Since that time, the Region has grown by 52.5 percent, due largely to the 

increase of people occupying the area just north of Anchorage, AK.  

Table 3.12-1 presents the Region’s population trends by borough. On a percentage basis, 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough is the fastest growing in the Region, but it has only the second 

largest total population in the Region. Fairbanks North Star Borough, which includes Fairbanks, 

AK, is the largest borough in the Region. 

Table 3.12-1 Population Trends by Borough in the Region 

Borough 

Population % Change in Population 

1990 2000 2010 1990-2010 2000-2010 

Denali 1,764 1,893 1,826 3.5% -3.5% 

Yukon-Koyukuk 6,714 6,551 5,588 -16.8% -14.7% 

Fairbanks North Star 77,720 82,840 97,581 25.6% 17.8% 

Southeast Fairbanks 5,913 6,174 7,029 18.9% 13.8% 

Matanuska-Susitna 39,683 59.322 88,995 124.3% 50.0% 

Region 131,794 156,780 201,019 52.5% 28.2% 

Source: U.S. Census, 2010a. 

 

The populations of the five largest Municipalities in the Region are provided in Table 3.12-2. As 

shown in Table 3.12-2, approximately 16 percent of the Region’s population lives in the City of 

Fairbanks. The Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development expects the Region to 

grow by 57 percent by 2042 (AKDLWD, 2012).   
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Table 3.12-2 Five Largest Municipalities in the Region (2010) 

City 2010 Population 

Fairbanks 31,535 

Wasilla 7,831 

Palmer 5,937 

North Pole 2,117 

Houston 1,912 

Source: U.S. Census, 2010a. 

 

3.12.2 Housing 

Based on 2010 census data, there were a total of approximately 20,513 vacant housing units in 

the Region, 970 of which were located in the Denali Borough (see Table 3.12-3). These 970 

units represented 57.5 percent of the 1,686 total housing units in Denali Borough. This would 

suggest that Denali Borough may hold a surplus of housing which could potentially serve the 

needs of temporary (construction) and/or operation personnel.  

Table 3.12-3 Denali Borough Housing Characteristics (2010)  

General Housing Data 2010 

Census 

% of 

2010 

Total 

2000 

Census 

% of 2000 

Total 

Change from 

2000 to 2010 

Total Housing Units 1,686  1,351  24.8% 

Occupied 716 42.5% 785 58.1% -8.8% 

Vacant 970 57.5% 566 41.9% 71.4% 

Owner-Occupied 493 29.3% 511 37.8% -3.5% 

Renter-Occupied 223 13.2% 274 20.3% -18.6% 

Median Value of 

Owner-Occupied Units 

$192,500  $108,300  77.7% 

Median Gross Rent $837  $635  31.8% 

Source: U.S. Census, 2010b. 

 

The number of housing units borough-wide grew 24.8 percent between 2000 and 2010 and the 

vacancy rate increased. The number of renter occupied units decreased during the same period.  

The median value of owner-occupied housing in Denali Borough ($192,500) increased 77.7 

percent over the 2000 census median value for an owner occupied home. Compared with the 
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Alaska median ($241,800), the Region is still less expensive for the purchase of an owner-

occupied home than the average Alaskan owner-occupied home. 

Table 3.12-4 lists the housing characteristics for the Fairbanks North Star Borough. The 

Fairbanks North Star Borough is the nearest neighboring borough to CAFS in the Region that 

has a major population center. Due to the higher population and greater availability of amenities 

in the Fairbanks North Star Borough, the likelihood of workers commuting from the borough 

would be higher than the other boroughs in the Region. 

Table 3.12-4 shows that 5,342 out of the 20,513 vacant housing units in the Region are located in 

the Fairbanks North Star Borough. In the 2010 census, there were 41,783 housing units in 

Fairbanks North Star Borough of which 12.8 percent were vacant. Approximately 36.0 percent of 

all housing units were renter-occupied, which means that there may be rental housing 

opportunities for commuters to the LRDR facility. The number of housing units borough-wide 

grew 25.5 percent over a decade and the vacancy rate increased, while the number of renter 

occupied units decreased. The median value of owner-occupied housing in Fairbanks North Star 

Borough ($212,500) increased by 60.1 percent over the 2000 census median value for an owner 

occupied home. Compared with the Alaska median ($241,800), the Region is still less expensive 

for the purchase of an owner-occupied home than the average Alaskan owner-occupied home. 

Table 3.12-4 Fairbanks North Star Borough Housing Characteristics (2013) 

General 

Housing Data 

2010 

Census 

% of 2010 

Total 
2000 Census 

% of 

2000 

Total 

Change from 

2000 to 2010 

Total Housing 

Units 
41,783  33,291  25.5% 

Occupied 36,441 87.2% 29,777 89.4% 22.4% 

Vacant 5,342 12.8% 3,514 10.6% 52.0% 

Owner-Occupied 21,410 51.2% 12,298 36.9% 74.1% 

Renter-Occupied 15,031 36.0% 13,623 40.9% 10.3% 

Median Value of 

Owner-Occupied 

Units 

$212,500  $132,700  60.1% 

Median Gross 

Rent 
$1,179  $679  73.6% 

Source: U.S. Census, 2010a. 

 

3.12.3 Employment and Income 

Employment in the Region is dominated by educational services, healthcare and social 

assistance, recreation, and the service industries. The healthcare industry was shown to be the top 
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employer in Alaska at 23.4 percent of all jobs and accounted for an average of 22.1 percent of 

employment in the Region (U.S. Census, 2010a). Construction employment averaged 9.1 percent 

of the workforce in the Region, compared to 7.6 percent in the State of Alaska. Employment in 

the services sector has become an increasingly larger proportion of total employment in the 

Region, which reflects a nationwide trend. The services sector employed 56,807 in the Region 

(U.S. Census, 2010a).  

As illustrated on Figure 3.12-1, and according to the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce 

Development, Alaska is projected to gain 36,113 jobs between 2012 and 2022 for a growth rate 

of 10.8 percent. The healthcare and social assistance sector is expected to grow the most at a 

projected 25 percent, followed closely by mining (minus oil and gas) at 24.8 percent (Martz, 

2014). 

Figure 3.12-1 Alaska 2012-2022 Industry Projections Industry Growth by Percentage 

Change 

 
Source: AIF, 2014. 

 

The median age in the Region was shown to be 35.2 years of age, higher than the Alaska average 

of 33.6 years (U.S. Census, 2010a). Therefore, the aging of the Regional workforce is beginning 

to be a concern as the Baby Boom generation begins to retire. 
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Unemployment was generally slightly higher in most of the Region compared to Alaska as a 

whole. Unemployment in the Region averaged 6.5 percent across all boroughs, higher than the 

Alaska average of 6.0 percent (U.S. Census, 2010a). Alaska’s unemployment rates have stayed 

fairly consistent (between 6 and 8 percent) when compared to the U.S. average over the same 

time period, which fluctuated between 4.5 and 10 percent. The overall unemployment of the U.S. 

was much higher during the peak of the economic recession (10 percent) than Alaska’s 

unemployment rate (8 percent) during the same period. Figure 3.12-2 shows the trends of Alaska 

and U.S. unemployment from January 2005 through June 2015.  

Figure 3.12-2 Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S., January 2005 to June 2015 

 

Source: AKDLWD, 2015. 

 

3.12.4 Business and Economy 

Alaska’s Interior Region includes the Yukon-Koyukuk, Fairbanks North Star, Southeast 

Fairbanks, and Denali Boroughs. The Interior Region was heavily dependent on the service-

providing industries, which filled an average of 40,000 out of 45,500 employment positions. 

Government employment was the largest sector in the Interior Region with 14,600 out of the 

40,000 total employment positions. Many of these government positions were classified as 

healthcare positions (AKDLWD, 2014). Matanuska-Susitna Borough had 39,190 employment 

positions, of which the largest employment group was educational services, health care, and 

social assistance with 9,560 jobs (U.S. Census, 2010a). Both the Interior Region and Matanuska-

Susitna Borough (which compose the Region) followed the statewide trend of relying on 

healthcare service industry positions to maintain a significant portion of the employment for 

residents.  
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3.13 TRANSPORTATION 

There are a limited number of roadways in Alaska with the majority of highways in the 

southeastern portion of the state. CAFS is conveniently located along the George Parks 

Highway, or commonly called Parks Highway, in the interior of Alaska. Parks Highway is 

officially Alaska State Highway 3 and is a two-lane highway that runs between Anchorage and 

Fairbanks.  

The ROI specifically related to roadway infrastructure and potential traffic impacts associated 

with the transportation of people and delivery of goods, equipment, and material to the LRDR 

site includes Parks Highway in the vicinity of CAFS and the roads on the installation. CAFS 

directly accesses Parks Highway via Clear Road, with the Main Gate to CAFS located 

approximately 2 miles west of the highway. The only other off-base paved public road in the 

immediate area is Anderson Road, which intersects Clear Road approximately 1.25 miles from 

Parks Highway. Anderson Road runs north from Clear Road and accesses the Clear Airport and 

then terminates at the City of Anderson. An illustration of the roads entering CAFS is presented 

on Figure 3.13-1. 

The on-base road system consists of 8.7 miles of either paved asphalt or aggregate surfaced 

roadways (USAF, 2013a). The occupied facilities of CAFS are served by approximately 3.4 

miles of paved primary and secondary roads. There is approximately 5.3 miles of aggregate 

surfaced roads that are connected to these paved roads. The primary and secondary roads are 

two-lane roads and several of the tertiary roads have the width to accommodate two-way traffic. 

The existing Main Gate has one inbound and one outbound lane, with a gate house separating the 

two lanes. CAFS existing road network is shown on Figure 3.13-1.  

The Alaska Railroad runs north/south within this ROI and traverses CAFS just east of the 

developed area of the installation. There is an active spur that runs almost parallel to A Street and 

south of E Street which was used to deliver coal to the existing power plant (USAF, 2013a). An 

inactive spur is located just north of the active spur; however, it terminates at Camp Avenue. 

Another inactive spur line runs parallel to and south of Anton Road.  

The railroad spur was originally constructed to take deliveries to the Old Tech Site and it might 

possibly be used for the demolition and removal of facilities at the Old Tech Site. Rail is a 

possible mode of transportation for equipment and materials during construction of the LRDR 

site. However, for this EA it was assumed that the majority of equipment and materials would be 

transported via roadways.  
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Figure 3.13-1 Existing Road Network 
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3.14 UTILITIES 

Utility systems at CAFS are all USAF-owned and operated through civilian contractors and DoD 

employees. Primary electric power for the site is provided by GVEA. All other utilities are 

currently and planned to be retained as, independent of other public or private utility systems due 

to the remote location of the CAFS. For this analysis, the ROI for utilities focuses on CAFS, but 

it also includes outside infrastructure servicing the installation. 

3.14.1 Electrical Production and Distribution System 

Up until the January 2016, electric power had been provided by an onsite coal-fired steam 

generator plant used for both electrical power generation and installation heating. The existing 

plant had a power generation capacity of up to 22 MW provided by three 7.5-MW turbine 

generators, each designed at a capacity of 100,000-pound per hour of steam generation, but only 

permitted at 85,000 pounds per hour (USAF, 2013a). Due to underutilization, increased 

maintenance, and operating costs, a decision was made to bring in commercial power from an 

offsite source (GVEA) for current and future electric demands.   

CAFS switched to commercial power in January 2016. Backup power for the primary facilities is 

provided by a 1.25-MW diesel powered generator and three 3-MW backup diesel-powered 

generators specifically designated for the SSPARS facility. Because the existing power plant 

provided central heating to a majority of the onsite facilities, a new boiler heat generating plant 

has been installed and is now in operation. Central heating of the installation is described further 

in Section 3.14.7. The LRDR was taken into account for the design of the new commercial 

electrical distribution system at CAFS. 

3.14.2 Water Supply System 

All demand for potable and non-potable water at CAFS (cooling and fire protection) is currently 

met by use of onsite wells (USAF, 2013a). A summary of the wells currently present, their 

current and former use, rated capacities and average usages are presented in Table 3.14-1. 

The primary potable water supply for the Old Camp Area and the Composite Area comes from 

fourteen deep wells (seven currently used/active and seven formerly used) that are located 

throughout the installation to provide potable water and cooling water. The treatment and 

distribution system consists of the primary well rated at 250 GPM and feeds water to five 

interconnected 1,000-gallon storage tanks at atmospheric pressure. A system of two transfer 

pumps, each rated at 280 GPM, delivers water from the storage tanks to a 1,990-gallon 

hydropneumatic tank. The hydropneumatic tank then feeds and delivers the water installation 

distribution system at an average pressure of 60 pounds per square inch (PSI).  

The SSPARS facility (see existing radar location on Figure 2.1-1) has an independent stand-

alone water well, treatment, and distribution system. 
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Table 3.14-1 Water Wells Present at CAFS 

Wells Current/Former Use Well System /Pump 

Capacity (GPM) 

Current/Former Pump 

Rate (GPM)
 

Current Use 

3 wells (set)  Potable Water and Fire 

Water  

1,250 GPM 
 
and 1,000 

GPM
(1) 

Total @ 80 GPM
(3)

 

1 well Potable Water  20 GPM
(1)

 7 GPM
(3)

 

3 wells (set)  Cooling Water and Fire 

Protection 

Pump Capacity Per 

Well 750 to 1000 

GPM
(2)

 

Total for 3 wells @ 933 

GPM
(3)

 

  Total Current Use 1,020 GPM 

Formerly Used (Currently Not in Use) 

2 wells (set) Cooling water  Pump Capacity Rating 

Per Well 2000 GPM
(2)

 

852 GPM
(4)

 

2 wells (set) Cooling water  Pump Capacity Rating 

Per Well 2000 GPM
(2)

 

742 GPM
(3)

 

3 wells (set) Cooling  Pump Rate Per Well 

1,200 GPM
(2)

 

Total for 3 wells @ 

2,254 GPM
(3)

 

  Total Formerly Used 3,848 GPM 
(1)

The capacity was listed for the well system (USAF, 2013a).  
(2)

The capacity was based on known pumping rates or pump capacity rates (Golder Associates, 2015). 
(3)

The current pump rate was from an annual average in 2011 (Golder Associates, 2015). 
(4)

The rates listed for wells were based on previous use rates (Golder Associates, 2015). 

Sources: Golder Associates, 2015; USAF, 2013a. 

 

Prior to distribution, the water is treated at each source by chlorination and with orthophosphate 

for corrosion control (USAF, 2013a). The water quality in this area of Alaska is considered high, 

but is tested daily for chorine levels and monthly for coliform bacteria. No issues have been 

reported or caused interruption of flow to potable water due to contamination (USAF, 2013a).  

In addition to potable water demands, as shown in Table 3.14-1, a significant quantity of current 

and historic water demands has been attributed to cooling water needs. Based on the information 

provided in Table 3.14-1, the average total demand of cooling water, including that used for the 

coal-fired power plant was 4,781 GPM. However, since the coal-fired plant has been recently 

shut-off and switched over to commercial power (January 2016) this total demand is anticipated 

to decrease to 933 GPM.  
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3.14.3 Sanitary Sewer System 

The primary sanitary sewage system serves only one of the four areas of CAFS, the Composite 

Area (USAF, 2013a). Other facilities and areas are served by independent septic systems that 

discard the effluent through leach fields.  

Sanitary sewage from Composite Area facilities is conveyed by gravity flow to the Imhoff tank 

treatment facility located southeast of the Composite Area and to the north of the eastern 

boundary of the Old Camp Area. The Imhoff tank was originally designed for a population up to 

2,000, which is significantly greater than the 300 plus active personnel currently present at CAFS 

(USAF, 2013a). 

3.14.4 Storm Water Sewer System 

The storm water sewer system at CAFS consists of surface drainage, ditches, swales, and 

culverts to move water from the developed areas of the installation (USAF, 2013a). Surface 

drainage typical follows topography of the site and it is considered to be slow moving. Most of 

the major ditches and swales parallel roadways. The surface drainage system is reported to be 

adequate for most of the year, with the exception of spring melt. During heavy precipitation 

events, short-term flooding of isolated areas is common.  

There are no discharge points from the surface drainage system due to the relatively flat 

topography of the installation. All storm water is retained in swales and ditches, and shallow 

ponds until absorbed into the ground. Additional information regarding storm water permitting is 

provided in Section 3.15.2. 

3.14.5 Wastewater Discharge System 

An industrial wastewater discharge permit (0231DB005) issued by ADEC regulates the power 

plant wastewater system (ADEC, 2005). Under this permit, monitoring is required for pH and 

temperature and these indicators must be maintained under threshold limits. The wastewater is 

primarily cooling waste generated from the power plant electrical production process and 

SSPARS. Other than cooling no other treatment is required. The industrial permit also allows a 

discharge volume of 13.5 million gallons per day (MGD).  

CAFS has had a number of primary and secondary industrial wastewater sources. Until recently 

(January 2016), the primary industrial wastewater source was from cooling water from the 

existing central heating and power plant. The water usage and eventual discharge from the 

existing power plant ranged between 1 MGD during the fall and winter and up to 5 MGD in the 

spring and summer (USAF, 2013a). Because commercial power is now provided and the coal-

fired power plant was shut down, this cooling water demand is no longer required. Another 

discharge source is resides from the SSPARS facility.  That facility produces up to an average of 

2 MGD of once-through, non-contact cooling water (USAF, 2013a). In addition to these sources, 
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during previously BMEWS operation an additional average of 6.3 MGD of once-through radar 

system cooling water was once produced from the Old Tech Site (USAF, 2013a).   

During previous and current operations wastewater was ultimately discharged to Lake Sansing.  

For the former power plant, wastewater was first discharged to a cooling pond that consisting of 

a lined heat sink of approximately 8 acres. Well water was then added to the recirculating flow 

from the cooling pond to further lower the temperature prior to re-entering the power plant 

condensers. The excess flow generated was eventually discharged to a ditch that discharged to 

Lake Sansing (USAF, 2013a). The cooling water currently being discharged from the SSPARS is 

discharged to Lake Sansing through a separate underground pipe.  

Lake Sansing is a groundwater infiltration area that consists of a 12-acre former gravel pit. Lake 

Sansing has an uncontrolled shoreline, which allows water levels to adjust with the changes in 

installation operations and weather conditions. 

3.14.6 Solid Waste Disposal 

Solid waste generated at CAFS is collected in trash receptacles and metal bins placed throughout 

the installation and delivered by contract personnel to the Denali Borough Landfill (USAF, 

2013a; BAE, 2015e). The Denali Borough Landfill is located to the east side of Parks Highway 

(Highway 3), approximately 1 mile to the south of the road leading to the installation. Waste 

products delivered to the Denali Borough Landfill include refuse from normal installation and 

living activities and sludge extracted from the sewage treatment plant (once or twice a year). 

Approximately 20 percent of the coal ash is sent to Denali Borough Landfill for use as cover. 

The remaining coal ash remains onsite in an inert waste monofill. Construction debris is also 

divided for disposal between the Denali Borough Landfill and the onsite inert waste monofill.  

In 2008, a modified solid waste disposal permit (No. SWZ01412) for the onsite inert monofill 

landfill was issued by ADEC which allows for 15 tons per day or 5,500 tons per year of inert 

waste (USAF, 2013a). The Denali Borough Landfill also has sufficient capacity to serve this 

area, including provisions for growth in its service area (USAF, 2013b). In conjunction with the 

solid waste program, CAFS recycles and diverts a variety of items from disposal through the 

Pollution Prevention Program (BAE, 2015e). 

3.14.7 Installation Heating System 

Until recently (January 2016), central heating was provided in conjunction with the power 

production from the existing coal-fired power plant (USAF, 2013a). The existing power plant 

has been shut down and consisted of three coal-fired boilers that generated steam for use in 

turbine generators for the electrical power as well as for steam heat throughout the installation. 

Under normal operating conditions, only one of the three boilers operated to generate enough 

energy for installation consumption, while a second remained online as emergency backup. The 

steam heat was provided to the Composite area by a series of above and below ground utilidors.  



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

3-51 

 

   

Since commercial power has been established, the heating needs for the Composite area will be 

provided by a multiple diesel-fired hot water boiler system that was installed within the 

Composite Area.   

The SSPARS facility is heated electrically. 

3.15 WATER RESOURCES 

Water resources discussed in this section include groundwater, surface water, and floodplains. 

The ROI of the Proposed Action is limited to CAFS and the adjacent areas. The majority of the 

activities related to construction and operation under the Proposed Action and No Action 

Alternatives would occur in and around the LRDR footprint. 

3.15.1 Groundwater 

Groundwater at CAFS flows in a northerly direction within in an unconfined aquifer composed 

of unconsolidated sand and gravel alluvial and glacial outwash deposits (USAF, 2013a). These 

subsurface unconfined aquifers are abundant and vast in their expanse; generally at a depth of 50 

to 70 ft. Unconfined aquifers do not have any impermeable layers above them and are vulnerable 

to contamination by leaching from infiltrating precipitation. Deeper bedrock aquifers are located 

near the boundary of glacial till and bedrock at a depth of 100 to 150 ft, although some reports 

estimate bedrock at a depth of 600 ft (USAF, 2015b). Groundwater discharges approximately 5 

miles north of CAFS into Julius and Clear Creeks (USAF, 2015b). Groundwater in the area is 

recharged from infiltration of the Nenana River, other surface water, and precipitation. The water 

table is just below the ground surface near the Nenana River, and gradually extends deeper 

northeastward toward the developed portion of the installation.  

Groundwater levels derived from U.S. Geologic Survey (USGS) monitoring wells near the 

Composite and Old Camp Areas are listed in Table 3.15-1. Groundwater flow is north-northeast, 

with a water table gradient of approximately 3 ft per mile (USAF, 2005a). The water supply for 

CAFS is provided by 19 wells that are approximately 150 ft deep. Water quality is very good; 

chlorination is the only method of groundwater treatment needed for domestic use (including 

human consumption, food preparation, and fire protection). 

Table 3.15-1 Groundwater Levels Near Composite and Old Camp Areas 

 

Location Date Water Level (ft bgs)  

Near 2nd Street and Curry Avenue 1 September 1958 72.0 

Near 2nd Street and Curry Avenue 1 October 1958 74.2 

Northeast Old Camp Area 29 August 1988 59.0 

0.6 miles north of Composite Area 12 July 1988 45.0 

0.4 miles west-northwest of Composite Area 14 July 1988 54.0 

Source: USGS, 2005 
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There are no nearby (offsite) (within 2 miles) water users and no public utilities near CAFS. All 

demand for potable and non-potable water is met from onsite wells. Potable and cooling water at 

CAFS is typically drawn from wells between depths100 ft to 150 ft bgs. A summary of the 

primary water supply wells for CAFS is presented in Table 3.14-1. Based on the findings of a 

recent aquifer evaluation, due to the heterogeneous, unconfined aquifer of moderately high 

transmissivity that appears to be present at CAFS, the aquifer below CAFS appears to have the 

potential to support a single water supply well that could produce 4,000 GPM, with better 

potential at an extended depth (i.e., 200 ft bgs) of currently installed wells (Golder Associates, 

2015). However, to confirm this finding, a field aquifer test including installation of test and 

observation wells and pump testing was recommended (Golder Associates, 2015).  

As described in Section 3.14.2, CAFS owns and operates onsite domestic water treatment 

facilities with only chlorination treatment needed for domestic use (including human 

consumption, food preparation, and fire protection). No issues have ever been reported that have 

caused interruption of the flow of potable water due to contamination (USAF, 2013b).  

Protection of underground water sources from contamination is maintained by the State of 

Alaska and is regulated by the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

3.15.2 Surface Water 

CAFS lies within the Tanana River basin and is drained to the north by the Nenana River, a 

major tributary to the Tanana River that forms the western boundary of the installation (USAF, 

2013b). The Nenana River is glacier-fed, silty, and turbid, and experiences major seasonal water-

level fluctuations. The river gradient decreases just upstream from CAFS and as it flows closer to 

CAFS, is characterized by broad, slow-moving flow and braided channels. No natural streams, 

ponds, or lakes exist at CAFS.  

Other surface water at CAFS consists of the man-made surface drainage system of ditches, 

swales and culverts; Lake Sansing; the cooling pond; several unnamed tributaries; and several 

natural retention and detention ponds (USAF, 2013a). There are no known private water supply 

intakes in streams within 15 miles of CAFS and no municipal intakes on the Nenana River or 

Tanana Rivers within 150 miles of CAFS (USAF, 1999). 

Two man-made water bodies, Lake Sansing and the decommissioned coal-fired power plant 

cooling pond, are located on CAFS (USAF, 2013a). Lake Sansing, which is an old 12-acre 

gravel pit excavated in the late 1950s, received cooling water discharges via an open channel 

from the former power plant and the Old Tech site during operation of the BMEWs, and 

currently receives cooling water from the SSPARS facility via underground piping. Lake 

Sansing has no natural outlet; therefore, all flow into the lake either evaporates or infiltrates. The 

cooling pond was a formerly used lined heat sink of approximately 8 acres that received warm 



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

3-53 

 

   

water from the former power plant.  The cooling water from the cooling pond was circulated 

internally and primarily returned back into the system via an underground piping system. 

There are no discharge points (outfalls) from the system at the SSPARS due to the relatively flat 

topographic character of CAFS. All storm water is retained in small swales, ditches, and/or 

shallow ponds until absorbed into the ground. 

In the Composite area, storm water runoff is not diverted away from facilities. The grade around 

buildings and in parking areas does not direct runoff to the surrounding storm water conveyance 

facilities. This causes standing water in the parking areas, earthen ditches, and open areas from 

the time snow melts until the ground thaws or the water evaporates. Manual pumping using a 

sump pump is necessary in extreme conditions in these areas.  

Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (CWA), requires all facilities that discharge pollutants from 

any point source into waters of the U.S. (WOUS) to obtain a National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System (NPDES) permit. In 2008, USEPA transferred NPDES primacy through 

Alaska’s Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (APDES) Program, 18 AAC 83, and in 2009 

authority over the Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP) was assumed by ADEC.  

CAFS was authorized to discharge storm water to WOUS by APDES General Permit Number 

AKR05CC6. However, based upon the Storm Water Drainage Survey (USAF, 2011dc the 

Analysis of Storm Water Permit Requirements and Recommendation (USAF, 2011d) report and 

the determination that Lake Sansing is not a “water of the U.S (WOUS)” it was determined that 

there is no discharge of storm water to waters of the U.S. from industrial activities at CAFS. 

Therefore, CAFS submitted a Notice of Termination for coverage under the MSGP in August 

2011, with written documentation that CAFS does not discharge storm water to WOUS. CAFS 

storm water runoff is managed in accordance with the Storm Water Runoff management Plan 

(USAF, 2015e). 

3.15.3 Floodplains 

EO 11988 (Floodplain Management) as amended by EO 13690 (Establishing a Federal Flood 

Risk Management Standard and a Process for Further Soliciting and Considering Stakeholder 

Input) requires Federal agencies to protect values and benefits of floodplains and reduce risks of 

flood losses by not conducting or allowing activities within floodplains, unless there is no other 

practicable alternative (USAF, 2013b). The 100-year floodplain of the Nenana River is restricted 

to the westernmost portion of CAFS in undeveloped areas. Approximately 1,100 acres, or 10 

percent of the undeveloped acreage of the installation, is within the Nenana River floodplain. 

The Proposed Action site is located approximately 2.5 miles east of the 100-year floodplain of 

the Nenana River. 
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3.16 WETLANDS 

Wetlands are defined by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the USEPA based on 

the presence of wetland vegetation, wetland hydrology, and hydric soils with certain land area 

considerations. The USACE regulatory definition of a wetland is “[t]hose areas that are 

inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to 

support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically 

adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, 

and similar areas (Environmental Laboratory, 1987).  

Wetlands and other surface water features meeting certain criteria are generally considered 

WOUS. The presence of wetlands, as well as shape, type of habitat, and other features are 

determined through a wetland delineation as outlined in the 1987 USACE Wetland Delineation 

Manual (1987 Manual) (Environmental Laboratory, 1987). WOUS, including wetlands, are 

regulated under Section 404 of the CWA. Regional differences in climate, geology, soils, 

hydrology, plant and animal communities, and other factors are important to the identification 

and functioning of wetlands, but cannot be adequately addressed in a nationwide manual.  

Therefore, Regional Supplements to the 1987 Manual were developed as part of a nationwide 

effort to address regional wetland characteristics and improve the accuracy and efficiency of 

wetland-delineation procedures. The determination that a wetland is subject to regulatory 

jurisdiction under Section 404 of the CWA or Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors 

Appropriation Act (RHA) of 1890 (33 USC 401, et seq.) must be made independently of 

procedures described in the Regional Supplement. The Alaska Regional Supplement is the 

applicable manual used in combination with the 1987 manual to identify and delineate wetlands 

for CAFS under consideration in this EA. However, a determination that a wetland is subject to 

regulation under the CWA - a Jurisdictional Determination is made independently of the 

delineation and is a separate process.  

The ROI for potential impacts related to wetlands would be the area of the Proposed Action 

within CAFS and surrounding areas where wetlands could be adversely affected. This region is 

entirely within the CAFS. 

3.16.1 Regulatory Framework 

The USACE regulatory program is one of the oldest in the federal government, having originated 

in the 19th century with the RHA of 1890 (33 USC 401, et seq.), which established protection of 

waters used for commerce. The basic mission of the regulatory program is “…to protect the 

nation’s aquatic resources, while allowing reasonable development through fair, flexible and 

balanced permit decisions”. 
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In 1972, amendments to the Federal Water Pollution Control Act added what is now known as 

Section 404 authority (33 USC 1344) to the program. The USACE is authorized to issue permits, 

after notice and opportunity for public hearings, for the discharge of dredged or fill material into 

WOUS at specified disposal sites. Selection of such sites must be in accordance with guidelines 

developed by the USEPA in conjunction with the Secretary of the Army; these guidelines are 

known as the 404(b)(1) guidelines. The discharge of all other pollutants into WOUS is regulated 

under Section 402 of the Act (more commonly known as the NPDES). The Federal Water 

Pollution Control Act was further amended in 1977 and given the common name of CWA, and 

was again amended in 1987 to modify criminal and civil penalty provisions and to add an 

administrative penalty provision. Section 404 of the CWA authorizes the Chief of Engineers to 

issue permits for the discharge of dredged or fill material into the WOUS (33 USC 1344). The 

selection and use of disposal sites is to be in accordance with guidelines developed by the 

USEPA Administrator in conjunction with the Secretary of the Army, as published at 40 CFR 

Part 230. The Chief of Engineers must consider the economic impact on navigation and 

anchorage of a permit approval or rejection in reaching his decision. The USEPA Administrator 

can deny, prohibit, restrict or withdraw the use of any defined area as a disposal site whenever it 

is found, after public notice and an opportunity for a public hearing, and after consultation with 

the Secretary of the Army, that the discharge of materials into disposal areas would have an 

unacceptable adverse effect on aquatic resources (40 CFR Part 230). 

Wetlands are regulated under Section 404 of the CWA and EO 11990 (Protection of Wetlands). 

The USFWS Region 9 oversees Wetland Management Districts in Alaska to provide wetland 

areas needed by waterfowl in the spring and summer for nesting and feeding. The USACE 

regulates those wetlands that are considered WOUS. Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 

1899 requires approval before any work in, over, or under navigable WOUS, or work that affects 

the course, location, condition, or capacity of such waters. Typical activities requiring 

authorization under Section 10 include:  

 Construction of piers, wharves, breakwaters, jetties, weirs, marinas, ramps, floats, intake 

structures, and cable or pipeline crossings.  

 Work such as dredging or disposal of dredged material.  

 Excavation, filling or other modifications to navigable WOUS.  

Section 404 of the CWA requires permit authorization to discharge dredged or fill material into 

the WOUS, including wetlands. Typical activities requiring authorization under Section 404 

include: 

 Discharging fill or dredged material in WOUS, including wetlands.  

 Site development fills for residential, commercial, or recreational projects, including 

mechanized land clearing.  

 



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

3-56 

 

   

 Construction of breakwaters, levees, dams, dikes and weirs. 

 Placement of riprap and road fills. 

In general, any person, firm, or agency, including any government agency, planning to place 

structures or conduct work in navigable WOUS, or deposit dredged or fill material in WOUS, 

must first obtain a permit from the USACE.  

The types of USACE permits includes: Nationwide Permits (NWPs), Letters of Permission, 

Region General Permits, and Individual Permits (IPs).  

Nationwide Permits. NWPs authorize specific activities in areas under USACE’s Regulatory 

jurisdiction. These activities are minor in scope and must result in no more than minimal adverse 

impacts, both individually and cumulatively, to aquatic habitats. Individuals wishing to perform 

work under a NWP must ensure their project meets all applicable terms and conditions, including 

the Regional conditions specific to Alaska. If the conditions cannot be met, a Regional general 

permit or IP would be required.  

Letters of Permission. Letters of permission are a type of permit issued through an abbreviated 

processing procedure. It includes coordination with federal and state fish and wildlife agencies as 

required by the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, and a public interest evaluation but without 

the publishing of an individual public notice [33 CFR 325.2(e)(1)]. The letter is an expedited IP 

process, where a decision to issue does not require a full public review. Applications that qualify 

as letters of permission are categorically excluded under the USACE implementing regulations 

for the NEPA (33 CFR Part 325 Appendix B). An EA or Environmental Impact Study is not 

legally mandated for letters of permission. However, this does not exempt the USACE from 

complying with other laws, such as the ESA and the CWA, when issuing a letter of permission. 

Regional General Permits. Regional permits are issued by the Alaska District engineer for a 

general category of activities where the activities are similar in nature and cause minimal 

environmental impact, both individually and cumulatively.  

Individual Permits (IPs). IPs are issued following a full public interest review of an individual 

application for an Army permit. A public notice, usually lasting 30 days, is distributed to all 

known interested persons. The permit decision is generally based on the outcome of a public 

interest balancing process, where the benefits of the project are weighed against the detriments. 

The 404(b)(1) Guidelines allow the USACE to permit only the least environmentally damaging 

practicable alternative. A permit usually would be granted unless the proposal is found to be 

contrary to the public interest or fails to comply with the USEPA’s 404(b)(1) Guidelines.  

3.16.2 Wetlands at CAFS 

CAFS is located on a broad glaciofluvial outwash plain comprised of sandy gravel (USAF, 

2013a). The plain is irregularly stratified with well and poorly graded coarse sand (USAF, 
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2005a). Because of the permeability of the soil, relatively few naturally occurring lakes or ponds 

occur in the Region. CAFS contains no natural streams, ponds, or lakes, and is only occasionally 

marshy in small surface area deposits of sandy silt (USAF, 2005a). 

A National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) was completed for CAFS installation by the USFWS in 

1999, mapping 1,091 acres of potential wetlands within CAFS (USFWS, 2015). The inventory 

was prepared in accordance with Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the U.S. 

(Cowardin et al., 1979) using high altitude aerial photographs and based on observed vegetation, 

visible hydrology, and geography. A wetland delineation was conducted by the USACE in the 

SSPARS project area in August 2011 (USACE, 2011a), finding no wetlands around the SSPARS 

facility perimeter (MDA, 2012). The SSPARS facility is located north of the proposed LRDR 

facility near the Old Tech Site. An approved jurisdictional determination was also completed by 

the USACE in 2015 (USACE, 2015a), finding that no jurisdictional wetlands or other waters are 

present in the LRDR project area. The waters present, consisting of a ditch and a tributary ditch, 

were found to be intrastate and isolated, with no known connection to interstate or international 

commerce.  

Constructed waterbodies present in the developed portion of CAFS include Lake Sansing and the 

power plant cooling pond near the center of the installation, consisting of a total of 

approximately 22 acres. Discharges from these waterbodies are to groundwater through 

infiltration (USAF, 2013a). These waterbodies are isolated from natural aquatic systems and 

likely are not jurisdictional under Section 404 of the CWA.  

Approximately 700 acres of riverine wetlands are adjacent to the Nenana River and Lost Slough, 

approximately 2 miles west of the proposed LRDR site. Riverine wetlands include all wetlands 

and deepwater habitats contained within the banks of rivers, streams, and excavated drainage 

ditches. The remaining wetland acreage at CAFS, approximately 350 acres, is classified as 

palustrine (marshy) and includes unconsolidated bottom, emergent marsh, shrub, scrub-shrub; 

shrub/herbaceous fen, forested, forested riparian, and shrub riparian wetland types (MDA, 2012). 

Wetlands identified by aerial photography at CAFS are Palustrine scrub-shrub (broad-leaved 

deciduous/needle-leaved evergreen) and Palustrine forested open water (needle-leaved 

evergreen).  

Palustrine scrub-shrub wetlands (PSS1/4B) are dominated by a scrub form of Black Spruce; this 

is the most abundant wetland type at CAFS (USAF, 2005a). In some areas, the Black Spruce is 

mixed with Tamarack. The depth to permafrost is generally less than 20 inches. Most sites have a 

large cover of low shrubs including Labrador Tea, Northern Mountain Cranberry (Vaccinium 

vitis-idaea), Bog Blueberry, and Prickly Rose (Rosa acicularis subsp. sayi) (USAF, 2005a).  
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 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 4.0

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

This section is organized by resource element in the same order as introduced in Section 3.0. For 

each resource element, the analysis methods are described and project-specific impacts are then 

discussed relative to the construction and operation of Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-

Site 3B; and the No Action alternative. Unless otherwise noted, the following discussion applies 

to potential impacts that would result from activities described in Section 2.0 of this document. 

Cumulative impacts for each resource for each alternative are described in Section 4.17. 

The assessments defined in this section are based on the evaluation of potential impacts, 

especially significant impacts, to the human environment at CAFS because of the Proposed 

Action or the no action alternative. As defined in 40 CFR 1508.14 (CEQ regulations), the human 

environment is interpreted to include natural and physical resources, and the relationship of 

people with those resources. The level of detail provided for each particular resource is 

commensurate with the level of potential impact to that resource from each of the alternatives 

considered. Where appropriate, relevant regulatory requirements associated with the resource are 

described. Impacts are identified as either short-term (i.e., during construction) or long-term (i.e., 

during the operation life of the Proposed Action). Impacts are further identified as either 

significant, less than significant, or no impact/no effect.  

The concept of “significance” used in this EA includes consideration of both the context and the 

intensity or severity of the impact, as defined by 40 CFR 1508.27. Severity of an impact could be 

based on the magnitude of change, the likelihood of change, the potential for violation of laws or 

regulations, the context of the impact (spatial and/or temporal), and the resilience of the resource. 

Significant adverse impacts are effects that are substantial and should receive the greatest 

attention in decision-making. Should a potential significant impact be identified, mitigation 

recommendations would be identified that, if implemented, would reduce the level of identified 

impacts to acceptable, less-than-significant levels. Insignificant impacts include those impacts 

that result in little or no effect on the existing environment.  

For this EA, no significant impacts were identified, thus no mitigations were recommended. Best 

management practices (BMPs) routinely implemented by MDA or the USAF for projects with 

construction and operation activities have been identified.  Although some BMPs are required by 

permit or regulations, BMPs are generally considered good engineering practices that are used to 

reduce potential adverse impacts; however they are not considered to be mitigation. 

4.2 AIR QUALITY 

This section addresses the approach taken in conducting the impact analyses and the potential air 

quality impacts caused by the construction and operation of the structures and components of the 
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Alternative 1-Site 3A, Alternative 2-Site 3B, the impacts from the No Action alternative, and the 

potential measures that could be undertaken to mitigate the air quality impacts. The construction 

and operation of the Proposed Action Alternatives would result in air emissions within the 

Denali Borough.  

4.2.1 Analysis Methods 

The significance of impacts to air quality is based on federal, state, or local pollution regulations 

or standards. A significant impact would be a violation of standards, or an exposure of sensitive 

receptors to excessive quantities of criteria pollutants and fugitive dust. However, ultimately the 

emissions from the Proposed Action would be limited by current air permitting regulations that 

are promulgated by the USEPA and ADEC. Compliance with these regulations would be 

demonstrated during the air permitting process required prior to undertaking any such project in 

Alaska. 

Air permitting for the Proposed Action would be conducted at a later time but prior to 

construction and operation. Because the actual permitting would be done later, this analysis has 

been conducted to determine air quality impacts from the Proposed Action, based on estimating 

the expected air emissions during construction and operation of the Proposed Action and 

comparing them to the existing air quality emissions in the Denali Borough.  

4.2.1.1 General Conformity 

The CAA requires Federal agencies to ensure that their actions (i.e., license, permit, or approval) 

conform to the applicable SIP which protects air quality. The purpose of the conformity 

regulation is to ensure that Federal actions 1) do not interfere with the SIP; 2) do not cause or 

contribute to new violations of the NAAQS; and 3) do not impede the ability to attain or 

maintain the NAAQS over time. The SIP is a plan that provides for implementation, 

maintenance, and enforcement of the NAAQS, and includes emission budgets and control 

measures designed to attain (for non-attainment areas) and maintain (for attainment and 

maintenance areas) the NAAQS. 40 CFR Part 93, Subpart B, requires that a federal action 

undergo a general conformity determination for actions occurring in non-attainment or 

maintenance areas
2
 where a Proposed Action’s emissions of the non-attainment or maintenance 

pollutant or its precursor(s) would equal or exceed emission thresholds set forth in the regulation.  

The Proposed Action would be constructed entirely within the Denali Borough, which is 

designated by USEPA as in attainment with all criteria pollutants. As such, the conformity 

                                                 
2
 For areas that were previously non-attainment but have since attained the NAAQS, USEPA requires as part of the 

re-designation process that states develop a 10-year plan (i.e., SIP) to ensure maintenance (or continued attainment) 

of the NAAQS. During this 10-year period these re-designated areas are known as maintenance areas.  
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emission thresholds do not apply and a general conformity analysis is not required for the 

Proposed Action-related emissions.  Correspondence with ADEC confirming that no general 

conformity analysis is required is provided in Appendix B. 

4.2.1.2 Methods of Estimating Air Emissions during Construction  

The following key factors are typically considered in assessing the type and significance of 

construction-related air quality impacts: 

 Construction activities (types, durations, etc.). 

 Construction schedule. 

 Construction equipment and vehicles (types, number, duration of operation, miles driven, 

etc.). 

Each of these factors was reviewed in evaluating the air quality impacts from the Proposed 

Action. Their contributions to the air quality analysis and any respective assumptions that were 

used in the analysis are further described in the following paragraphs. 

The USAF Conformity Applicability Model (ACAM), Version 5.02 (USAF, 2015d) model was 

used in this analysis to estimate both the combustion-related emissions as well as the fugitive 

dust-related emissions from construction of the Proposed Action. The ACAM model was used 

because it has the capability to develop an air emission estimate based on certain simplified 

assumptions regarding a preliminary construction schedule, preliminary construction equipment 

list, and the total acreage disturbed. Air quality calculations are provided in Appendix B. 

Emission Types  

Generally, emissions of criteria pollutants (i.e., PM10, PM2.5, NOx, SO2, VOC, and CO) and 

greenhouse gases (GHGs) (i.e., mostly carbon dioxide [CO2]) during construction activities 

would be expected from one of two processes: (1) combustion of fuels in engines which propel 

or otherwise operate mobile or stationary construction equipment; and (2) fugitive dust activities 

which entrain particles into the air through the disturbance and movement. 

The project-specific air emissions from combustion of fuels in mobile engines (both on-road and 

non-road) during construction would be primarily driven by the following construction activities: 

 Construction workers traveling to and from the construction site. 

 Trucks that deliver dirt and construction materials to the construction site. 

 Trucks that travel to and from the construction site, hauling waste materials to a local 

disposal site of materials. 

 Operation of heavy equipment such as cranes, bulldozers, and scrapers. 

 Use of support vehicles to transport materials around the construction site. 
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 Operation of other miscellaneous mobile fossil-fuel combustion sources such as 

generators necessary for construction activities. 

Fugitive dust emissions would be generated from project construction activities (in the form of 

direct PM10 and PM2.5 emissions) in the immediate vicinity of the construction area. In general, 

the levels of fugitive dust released would depend on the type of construction activity, the level of 

activity conducted, the weather during the construction activity, and the composition of the soil 

disturbed. In more project-specific terms, the fugitive dust emissions during construction would 

be primarily caused by the following construction activities: 

 Tree clearing. 

 Ground clearing, grading, and excavation. 

 Bulk handling of materials such as spoils, backfill, and aggregate. 

 Entrainment from the movement of vehicle tires over paved and non-paved surfaces. 

Potential air emissions from the Proposed Action can be further categorized as being either direct 

or indirect. Both direct and indirect emissions are those emissions of criteria pollutants and 

precursors that are initiated by the federal approval of implementation of the Proposed Action 

and are reasonably foreseeable. Direct emissions are those that occur at the same time and place 

as Proposed Action. Air emissions resulting from operation of construction equipment, stationary 

emission sources (i.e., generators, air compressors, etc.), and other construction activities that 

occur at the construction site for the Proposed Action would all be considered direct emissions. 

Indirect emissions are those emissions that occur at a different time or place as the location of 

Proposed Action. Indirect air emission resulting from construction activities generally include 

construction worker vehicles, trucks that deliver dirt and construction materials to the 

construction site, and trucks that transport waste materials from the construction site to an offsite 

disposal site. These types of construction activities have the potential to occur away from the site 

and also impact the Regional air quality. The emission estimates contained in this report for 

construction includes both indirect and direct emissions. 

Effects of Construction Schedule on Emissions Estimates. The construction of the Proposed 

Action under both Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B would occur over 

approximately a 5.5-year period. Site preparation activities, such as tree and brush clearing, Man 

Camp preparation, road improvements/widening needed for construction, utilities, and most of 

the ground disturbing activities (i.e., grading) would be expected to commence during April 2017 

and continue through September 2017. The construction phase of the project (i.e., building 

foundations, erection of structures, and final build-out) would be expected to overlap with some 

of the site preparation activities and continue until the Proposed Action would reach initial 

capability. The emissions analysis used the construction schedule presented in Figure 2.2-3. 
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Construction Equipment. A preliminary equipment list was created for the purpose of 

developing an air emission estimate for the construction of the Proposed Action. Table 4.2-1 

contains the preliminary equipment list, which is based on previous projects conducted at CAFS 

and projects completed by the MDA that are similar to the Proposed Action. The preliminary 

construction list includes an inventory of the construction equipment (i.e., type and amount) and 

hours per day that the construction equipment would expect to operate to perform work. This 

preliminary equipment list and the assumptions above were used as input into the ACAM model 

to estimate both the combustion and fugitive dust source emissions that might occur from site 

preparation and construction activities. 

4.2.1.3 Methods of Estimating Air Emissions during Operation  

The following key emission sources and factors were considered in assessing the type and 

significance of operation-related air quality impacts: 

 LRDR power plant that would include emergency power generators. 

 Boilers installed within the MCF to provide heat to the LRDR-related facilities. 

 Staff vehicles. 

 Operation schedule. 

 Fuel storage tanks. 

The respective contributions of these factors to the project’s air quality analysis and any 

respective assumptions that were used in the analysis are further described in the following 

paragraphs.  

Emission Types  

Air emissions from operation of the Proposed Action can be categorized as being either direct or 

indirect emissions. Air emissions resulting from operation of the power plant, heating boilers, 

and fuel storage tanks at CAFS would all be considered direct emissions. 

Indirect air emissions resulting from operation activities would include operational staff vehicles 

that occur outside the boundaries of the Proposed Action. These types of construction activities 

would have the potential to occur away from the Proposed Action site, as the staff traverse the 

area to their respective residences.  
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Table 4.2-1 Preliminary Construction Equipment List Used for the Construction Air 

Emissions 

Equipment List 
(1)

 

Site  

Preparation 
(2)

 

Construction 

– 2017 
(3)

 

Construction 

- 2018
(3)

 

Construction 

– 2019, 

2020
(3)

 

Construction 

- 2021
(3)

 

No. 
Hrs/

Day 
No. 

Hrs/

Day 
No. 

Hrs/

Day 
No. 

Hrs/

Day 
No. 

Hrs/ 

Day 

Aerial Lift 0 0 1 8 3 10 3 10 0 0 

Air Compressor 2 10 5 8 5 10 5 10 0 0 

Bore/Drill Rigs 2 10 1 8 1 10 1 10 4 8 

Cement Mixer 0 0 3 8 1 10 1 10 0 0 

Concrete Saw 0 0 3 8 2 10 2 10 0 0 

Crane 0 0 2 8 4 10 4 10 0 0 

Crawler Tractor 2 10 2 8 4 10 4 10 1 8 

Crushing Equipment 1 10 1 8 1 10 1 10 1 8 

Dumper/Tender 2 10 1 8 1 10 1 10 0 0 

Excavator 5 10 2 8 1 10 1 10 0 0 

Forklift 0 0 0 0 3 10 3 10 0 0 

Generator Set 1 10 2 8 2 10 2 10 2 8 

Grader 2 10 1 8 1 10 1 10 1 8 

Off-Highway Truck 5 10 3 8 2 10 2 10 0 0 

Other Construction 

Equipment 
1 10 2 8 2 10 2 10 1 8 

Material Handling 

Equipment 
1 10 1 8 1 10 1 10 0 0 

Pavers 0 0 1 8 3 10 3 10 1 8 

Paving Equipment 0 0 1 8 3 10 3 10 1 8 

Plate Compactor 2 10 1 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pressure Washers 1 10 1 8 1 10 1 10 0 0 

Pump 4 10 4 8 6 10 6 10 0 0 

Roller 7 10 2 8 1 10 1 10 1 8 

Rubber Tired Dozers 1 10 1 8 1 10 1 10 0 0 

Rubber Tired Loaders 1 10 3 8 8 10 8 10 1 8 

Scrapper 3 10 1 8 1 10 1 10 1 8 

Surfacing Equipment 0 0 1 8 1 10 1 10 0 0 

Tractor/Loaders/Backhoes 3 10 2 8 2 10 2 10 1 8 

Trencher 2 10 2 8 1 10 1 10 0 0 

Welder 0 0 2 8 6 10 6 8 2 8 

Notes:  
(1)

The preliminary construction equipment list used for the construction air emission analysis is based on the 

previous projects conducted at CAFS and projects completed by MDA similar to the Proposed Action. 
(2)

Site preparation activities for the construction emission estimate are assumed to commence during April 2017 and 

continue through September 2017.  
(3)

Construction activities would commence during July 2017 and continue through September 2021. 
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LRDR Power Plant (LPP). Commercial electrical power taken from the grid and supplied by 

offsite public power generation sources would be the primary source of power for the mission 

facilities, mission-support buildings, LRDR-specific support facilities, and other associated 

equipment. However, the LRDR and other structures associated with the Proposed Action 

require backup power to ensure continuous operation abilities for national security purposes. The 

backup power would be supplied by up to eight 3.6-MW reciprocating internal combustion 

engines (RICE). The purpose of the backup RICE would be to provide power to the LRDR 

facility in the event that offsite power is physically lost or at times when there is the potential for 

offsite power to be lost. 

Installation of two 3 MBtu/hr and two 6 MBtu/hr diesel-fired boilers within the MCF that would 

generate heat for the LRDR mission facilities and mission-support buildings and structures on an 

as-needed basis is also included. A 7 MBtu/hr diesel-fired boiler would be installed to provide 

heat to the civil engineering complex addition and dormitory that would be constructed for 

LRDR operational staff.  

It is important to note that the air permitting effort that would ultimately authorize the 

installation of the backup RICE and comfort heating boilers and ensure compliance with all 

federal and state air permit regulations would be conducted prior to construction of the Proposed 

Action. The permitting assessment would determine the categorization of the engines (i.e., 

emergency, non-emergency) as defined by the federal National Emissions Standards for 

Hazardous Air Pollutants and New Source Performance Standards (NSPS) regulations that cover 

these types of engines and would determine the number of hours annually each engine would be 

allowed to operate. The permitting assessment would also determine any regulations that may be 

applicable to the diesel-fired comfort heating boilers.  

The following bullets provide the major assumptions that were used to estimate emissions for the 

RICE engines and diesel-fired comfort heating boilers that would be included in the Proposed 

Action. 

 The 3.6 MW engines would be categorized as emergency engines (i.e., subject to, and 

therefore not exempt from, the applicable NSPS). 

 The RICE engines would each operate a maximum of 500 hours per year, inclusive of all 

actual emergencies, emergency-related operations (i.e., maintenance and readiness 

testing), and non-emergency operations allowed by USEPA’s regulations. 

 The 3.6-MW engines would be subject to the emission standards for Tier 2 engines 

manufactured after 2010 and greater than 900 kilowatts, as prescribed in 40 CFR 

89.112(a). The use of Tier 2 engines for emergency applications is valid and conservative 

because Tier 2 emissions are greater than the Tier 4 emission standards applicable to non-

emergency engines. 

 The comfort heating boilers would be permitted to operate up to 8,760 hours per year. 
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 The air emissions estimate for the comfort heating boilers is based on emission factors for 

boilers with a heat input of less than 100 MBtu/hr from USEPA’s AP-42. 

 The SO2 emission estimates use ultra-low sulfur fuel oil with sulfur content of no more 

than 0.0015 percent.  

 GHG emission factors for the engines and boilers are based on emission factors contained 

in Tables C-1 and C-2 of 40 CFR 98, Subpart C. 

Mobile Vehicles. During operation, various types of mobile vehicles would emit air pollutants 

during operational activities. The expected mobile vehicle activities would primarily include 

staff arrivals and dismissals. The estimated emissions from the types of mobile vehicles and 

activities for the operation of the Proposed Action were developed using emission factors 

derived from the ACAM model, which uses emission factors from USEPA’s MOVES model 

(USEPA, 2014b). The emissions estimate for the mobile vehicles assumes that the staff would 

live at the CAFS dormitory and travel from CAFS to Fairbanks during their days off or for other 

purposes. The assumption is that a total of 67 military, civilian, and contractor support 

maintenance personnel would make the trip 8 times per month. The roundtrip distance from 

CAFS to Fairbanks is assumed to be 150 miles. The vehicle types were assumed to be divided 

equally between 50 percent passenger cars and 50 percent light-duty trucks all fueled by 

gasoline.  The emission factors and inputs described above were used to create an estimate of the 

staff vehicle emissions for each annual period of operation. 

Fuel Storage Tanks. Air emissions from storage tanks are created by breathing and working 

loss activities. Breathing losses are produced by pressure variations that occur as the temperature 

of the stored fuel changes based on ambient conditions. Working losses occur due to the filling 

of the storage tank or as liquid is withdrawn from the storage tank.  

Each of the backup RICE would have its own dedicated 1,200-gallon maximum capacity fuel 

storage day tank. Two additional 200-gallon fuel storage day tanks would be installed for the 

group of comfort heating diesel boilers planned for the LRDR. Three larger fuel storage tanks 

(each 50,000 gallons) would also be built to store fuel for the backup RICE and boilers for longer 

term operations. The fuel storage tanks and associated fuel loading operations to fill the tanks 

would be fugitive sources of VOCs.  

The ACAM model was used to estimate potential fugitive VOC emissions from the day storage 

tanks and larger fuel storage tanks (USAF, 2015d).  

Schedule of Operation Activities. This analysis assumes that the operation of the LRDR LPP 

generators and boilers needed for heating purposes of LRDR related structures would begin 

during April 2020, and that the heating boiler for the new dormitories and civil engineering 

complex would become operational during October 2021. The operation of the LRDR would be 

24 hours per day for each day of the year. 
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4.2.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

4.2.2.1 Construction 

Emission Sources  

The emission sources that apply to Alternative 1-Site 3A are presented Section 4.2.1 except for 

the following: 

Construction Site Disturbance. The construction footprint for Alternative 1-Site 3A would be 

expected to require approximately 38.9 acres. The amount of acres disturbed would include a 

construction lay-down area, Man Camp, and area needed for LRDR related structures. This 

analysis assumes that the entire acreage for Alternative 1-Site 3A above would be graded. In 

reality, however, some of the acreage would not be graded or not require construction activities, 

a factor which further supports this analysis as representing the upper bounds of the actual 

expected air emissions. 

Emissions Estimates 

Construction Equipment. The criteria air pollutant and GHG emissions from construction 

equipment during the construction of Alternative 1-Site 3A were estimated based on the inputs 

and assumptions discussed in Section 4.2.1.2 pertaining to construction activities, preliminary 

construction schedule, and preliminary equipment list, as wells as acreage disturbed during 

construction. 

The ACAM model was used to estimate both fugitive dust and combustion-related source 

emissions from construction equipment during the site preparation and construction phases of the 

project (USAF, 2015d). The ACAM model uses emission factors for non-road construction 

equipment that are specific to the Denali Borough from USEPA’s Motor Vehicle Emission 

Simulator (MOVES) model (USEPA, 2014b).  

Worker Vehicles. Construction workers traveling to and from the site would emit criteria 

pollutants and GHGs in the Denali Borough and Region surrounding the Alternative 1-Site 3A. 

During each month of construction, the number of construction workers and site activation 

personnel would vary depending on the phases of the project, as well as the construction 

activities that are conducted. The emissions analysis for the construction worker vehicles 

included the following conservative assumptions: 

 Construction workers would live at the man camp during the entire construction period. 

 Construction workers would travel from CAFS to Fairbanks during their days off or for 

other purposes. The assumption is that the construction workers would make a roundtrip 

from CAFS to Fairbanks 8 times per month for the duration of site preparation and 
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construction activities.  The roundtrip distance traveled per roundtrip is assumed to be 

150 miles. 

 The number of construction workers traveling to the site would vary over time. The 

analysis assumes the number of workers during the 5-year period of construction of the 

Proposed Action would be as follows: 

o 145 workers during 2017. 

o 199 workers during 2018. 

o 407 workers during 2019. 

o 330 workers during 2020. 

o 129 workers during 2021 

 The construction worker vehicle types would be divided between 50 percent passenger 

cars and 50 percent light-duty trucks that would be fueled by gasoline.  

The fugitive dust and combustion-related source air emissions from construction equipment for 

Alternative 1-Site 3A are provided in Table 4.2-2 for each year of construction.  

Mobile emission factors used to estimate the emissions from construction worker vehicles are 

from the ACAM model, which uses emission factors for mobile on-road vehicles that are 

specific to the Denali Borough from USEPA’s MOVES model (USEPA, 2014b). The emission 

factors were used along with the other inputs described above to create an estimate of the 

construction worker vehicle emissions. The air emissions estimated from construction worker 

vehicles are provided in Table 4.2-2 for each year of construction. 

Haul/Delivery Trucks. During site preparation and construction activities, there would be on-

road trucks that remove construction waste materials from the construction site and deliver them 

to an offsite location, as well as deliver cut and fill material and construction materials needed 

for certain construction activities. For on-road haul/delivery trucks, the analysis assumed the 

following: 

 During 2017 the on-road haul/delivery truck would make 4,375 trips per year. 

 During 2018 through September 2021 the on-road haul/delivery truck would make four 

trips each day of construction activities. 

 The on-road haul/delivery trucks would travel a roundtrip distance of 20 miles for each 

trip.  

Similar to the analysis of construction worker vehicles presented above, the emission factors 

used to estimate the emissions from the on-road truck activities are from the ACAM model 

which uses emission factors for heavy-duty trucks from USEPA’s MOVES model. The emission 

factors for the on-road truck were used along with the other inputs described above to create an 

estimate of on-road truck emissions. The air emissions estimated from the on-road haul/delivery 

trucks is provided in Table 4.2-2 for each year of construction. 
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The construction activities for Alternative 1-Site 3A would have an unavoidable short-term 

impact on air quality. Emissions from the exhaust of construction equipment and construction 

worker vehicles and fugitive dust from the movement of construction equipment and 

construction activities would be generated during the course of construction. Table 4.2-2 

includes the estimated emissions of criteria air pollutants and GHG created during the 

construction phase. The assumptions and methodology to calculate the air emissions from 

construction equipment, worker vehicles, and on-road trucks that remove construction waste 

materials, as well as delivery of dirt and construction materials, are discussed in Section 4.2.1.2.  

In order to understand how the emissions presented above might impact the area’s air quality, an 

evaluation of the existing area’s emissions is necessary. As previously indicated, the Proposed 

Action at CAFS would be located within the boundaries of the Denali Borough, AK. The criteria 

pollutant and CO2 equivalent (CO2e) emissions for Denali Borough are provided in Table 4.2-3. 

The annual emissions data for the Denali Borough is from the National Emission Inventory 

(NEI) databases for the year 2011 (USEPA, 2013c). For comparison purposes, Table 4.2-3 also 

contains the maximum annual emissions for each pollutant that was presented in Table 4.2-2 as 

compared to Alternative 1-Site3A. Although there would be emissions that would occur outside 

of the Denali Borough due to worker vehicle commutes and delivery of equipment and materials, 

the magnitude of such emissions and associated impacts would be much smaller compared to the 

Denali Borough emissions. 

As shown in Table 4.2-3, the maximum annual emissions estimated for criteria pollutants and 

CO2e from the construction of Alterative 1-Site 3A at CAFS would be a small percentage of the 

existing total emissions currently emitted within the Denali Borough. The emissions of PM10 

presented in Table 4.2-3 would be mostly associated with site grading activities that generate 

fugitive dust emissions during the 2017 annual period. Mitigation techniques to control fugitive 

dust released during grading activities could be employed to reduce PM10 impacts if necessary 

during actual construction. Overall, the air quality impacts from the construction of Alternative 

1-Site 3A would be localized and temporary and would be expected to be small for each year of 

construction. Overall, the air quality impacts from construction of Alternative 1-Site 3A would 

not be expected to be significant. 
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Table 4.2-2 Estimated Annual Air Emissions from Construction Activities – Alternative 1-

Site 3A 

Emission Activity 
(1)(2)(3)

 Annual Period 
(4)

 

 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

 VOC (tons) 

Construction Equipment 7.24 9.34 8.61 8.04 1.35 

Worker Vehicles 0.92 1.51 2.79 2.06 0.61 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 0.07 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01 

Total Annual Emissions  8.2 10.9 11.4 10.1 2.0 

 CO (tons) 

Construction Equipment 33.51 45.98 45.02 44.56 9.26 

Worker Vehicles 9.49 16.09 30.53 23.13 6.83 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 0.23 0.07 0.07 0.06 0.05 

Total Annual Emissions  43.2 62.1 75.6 67.7 16.1 

 PM10 (tons) 

Construction Equipment 143.94 3.26 2.88 2.57 0.37 

Worker Vehicles 0.03 0.06 0.10 0.08 0.02 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 0.03 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.004 

Total Annual Emissions  144.0 3.3 3.0 2.6 0.4 

 PM2.5 (tons) 

Construction Equipment 2.49 3.26 2.88 2.57 0.37 

Worker Vehicles 0.03 0.05 0.09 0.07 0.02 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.004 

Total Annual Emissions  2.5 3.3 3.0 2.6 0.4 

 NOx (tons) 

Construction Equipment 50.24 63.23 57.45 52.56 8.52 

Worker Vehicles 0.88 1.39 2.45 1.73 0.51 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 0.73 0.22 0.20 0.18 0.14 

Total Annual Emissions  51.8 64.8 60.1 54.5 9.2 

 CO2e 
(5)

 (metric tons) 

Construction Equipment 7,739 9,872 9,821 9,848 1,967 

Worker Vehicles 632 1,124 2,230 1,753 518 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 134 44 4 43 32 

Total Annual Emissions  8,495 11,040 12,055 11,644 2,518 

 SO2 (tons) 

Construction Equipment 41.84 17.72 17.72 17.72 0.02 

Worker Vehicles 0.004 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.004 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 0.001 0.0004 0.0004 0.0004 0.0003 

Total Annual Emissions  41.8 17.7 17.7 17.7 0.03 
Notes: 
(1)

The annual air emissions of criteria pollutants for construction equipment include both fugitive dust and combustion-related 

emissions from non-road type construction equipment. 
(2)

The annual emissions for worker vehicles are based on the maximum number of construction workers expected to commute to 

and from CAFS LRDR site for the construction of the Proposed Action. 
(3)

The annual emissions from on-road trucks represents the activities for heavy-duty trucks that 1) remove debris and construction 

waste from CAFS LRDR site to an offsite location and 2) deliver dirt and construction-related materials to CAFS LRDR site. 
(4)

The preliminary schedule assumes that the start of site preparation activities would commence during April 2017 and would last 

into September 2017. The construction activities would commence during July 2017 and continue until September 2021. 
(5)

The air emissions of CO2e equivalents are provided in metric tons per year. The air emissions of criteria pollutants are provided 

in tons per year. 
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Table 4.2-3 Comparison of Criteria Pollutant and CO2e Air Emissions from Construction 

of Alterative 1-Site 3A and Existing Air Emissions within the Denali Borough 

Location 

Emissions (tons) 

VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 NOx CO2e SO2 

Denali Borough 
(1)

 61,125 261,919 25,703 21,334 2,661 2,536,377 2,175 

Maximum Annual Emissions 

During Construction  

Alternative 1-Site 3A
(2)

 

11.4 75.6 144 3.3 64.8 12,055 41.8 

Percentage of Construction 

Emissions to Denali Borough 

Emissions 

0.02 0.03 0.56 0.02 2.44 0.48 1.92 

Notes: 
(1)

Annual air emissions for Denali Borough are from USEPA’s NEI database representing the 2011 annual period. 

The annual air emissions for criteria and GHGs provided in the table include air emissions resulting from natural 

events, in addition to more typical combustion and fugitive dust source emissions. 
(2)

Maximum annual construction emissions for Alterative 1-Site 3A are the maximum emission values for each air 

pollutant from Table 4.2-2. 

 

Considerations for GHG. Table 4.2-2 shows the estimated annual emissions of CO2e expected 

during construction of Alterative 1-Site 3A at CAFS. The annual emissions of CO2e included in 

this analysis are generated by operation of non-road construction equipment, worker vehicles 

that would commute to and from CAFS, and non-road trucks that would transport materials to 

and from CAFS for construction of Alterative 1-Site 3A. The CEQ has published guidance 

indicating at what magnitude GHG emissions from a project warrant a quantitative analysis 

(CEQ, 2014). The CEQ has provided a reference point of 25,000 metric tons of CO2e on annual 

bases, which indicates which projects are large enough to warrant a full quantitative GHG 

emission analysis. The estimated CO2e annual emissions from construction of Alterative 1-Site 

3A at CAFS are below 25,000 metric tons indicating the minor nature of the project’s GHG 

impacts and further that a full quantitative emissions analysis of GHG is not required. 

4.2.2.2 Operation  

During each year of operation for Alternative 1-Site 3A, stationary and mobile sources (both 

combustion and non-combustion) would emit both criteria and GHG air pollutants from 

operation activities described in Section 4.2.1.3. The air pollutant emissions from operation of 

the Proposed Action would be a long-term impact on an on-going annual basis. Table 4.2-4 

shows the estimated air emissions that would be expected during operation of Alternative 1-Site 

3A. The assumptions and methodology to calculate the air emissions from the stationary sources 

(i.e., RICE engines, comfort heating boilers), staff vehicles, and fuel storage tanks are discussed 

in Section 4.2.1.3.  
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Just as with construction phase emissions and in order to understand how the emissions 

presented above might impact the area’s air quality, an evaluation of the existing area’s 

emissions is necessary. As previously indicated, Alternative 1-Site 3Aat CAFS would be entirely 

located within the boundaries of the Denali Borough, AK. The criteria pollutant and CO2e 

emissions for the Denali Borough are provided in Table 4.2-5. The annual emissions data for 

Denali Borough is from the NEI databases for the year 2011 (USEPA, 2013c). For comparison 

purposes, Table 4.2-5 also shows the maximum annual emissions for each pollutant from Table 

4.2-4 as compared to operation of the Proposed Action. Although there would be emissions that 

occur outside of the Denali Borough due to staff vehicles and delivery of equipment and 

materials, the magnitude of such emissions and associated impacts would be much smaller 

compared to the Denali Borough emissions. 

As shown in Table 4.2-5, the maximum annual emissions estimated for criteria pollutants and 

CO2e from the operation of Alternative 1-Site 3A at CAFS are a small percentage of the existing 

total emissions currently emitted within the Denali Borough. Overall, the air quality impacts 

from the operation would be expected to be minor for each year of operation. 

Additionally, the Proposed Action would be required to obtain all required air construction and 

operation permits from the ADEC at a later date that would not only authorize construction and 

operation of the emission sources for the Proposed Action, but would be crafted to ensure 

compliance with state and federal air quality regulations. Specifically, the air permitting process 

required by the CAA and the state’s air regulations is designed to prevent the degradation of the 

local and regional air quality. The air permits that may be required would ensure the Proposed 

Action would not significantly impact the air quality related to the NAAQS and AAAQS or 

conflict with any local or regional air quality management plans. Due to the nature of the air 

emissions for the Proposed Action and the air quality regulations that would ultimately be 

applicable to the emissions sources, the impacts related to the operational phase of the Proposed 

Action would be expected to be small and not significant. 

Additionally, the Proposed Action would be required to obtain all required air construction and 

operation permits from the ADEC at a later date that would not only authorize construction and 

operation of the emission sources for the Proposed Action, but would be crafted to ensure 

compliance with state and federal air quality regulations. Specifically, the air permitting process 

required by the CAA and the state’s air regulations is designed to prevent the degradation of the 

local and regional air quality. The air permits that may be required would ensure the Proposed 

Action would not significantly impact the air quality related to the NAAQS and AAAQS or 

conflict with any local or regional air quality management plans. Due to the nature of the air 

emissions for the Proposed Action and the air quality regulations that would ultimately be 

applicable to the emissions sources, the impacts related to the operational phase of the Proposed 

Action would be expected to be small and not significant.  
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Table 4.2-4 Estimated Annual Air Emissions from Operation of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

Emission Activity 
(1)(2)

 
Annual Period 

(3)
 

2020 2021 2022 

 VOC (tons) 

Power Plant and Heating Boilers 76.30 101.75 101.79 

Staff Vehicles 0.31 0.42 0.42 

Fuel Storage Tanks 0.23 0.31 0.31 

Total Annual Emissions  76.8 102.5 102.5 

 CO (tons) 

Power Plant and Heating Boilers 43.83 58.71 59.55 

Staff Vehicles 3.52 4.70 4.70 

Fuel Storage Tanks 0 0 0 

Total Annual Emissions  47.3 63.4 64.2 

 PM10 (tons) 

Power Plant and Heating Boilers 3.09 4.22 4.49 

Staff Vehicles 0.01 0.02 0.02 

Fuel Storage Tanks 0 0 0 

Total Annual Emissions  3.1 4.2 4.5 

 PM2.5 (tons) 

Power Plant and Heating Boilers 2.55 3.42 3.49 

Staff Vehicles 0.01 0.01 0.01 

Fuel Storage Tanks 0 0 0 

Total Annual Emissions  2.6 3.4 3.5 

 NOx (tons) 

Power Plant and Heating Boilers 84.82 114.22 117.57 

Staff Vehicles 0.26 0.35 0.35 

Fuel Storage Tanks 0 0 0 

Total Annual Emissions  85.1 114.6 117.9 

 CO2e 
(4) 

(metric tons) 

Power Plant and Heating Boilers 16,234 22,783 26,196 

Staff Vehicles 267 356 356 

Fuel Storage Tanks 0 0 0 

Total Annual Emissions  16,501 23,139 26,552 

 SO2 (tons) 

Power Plant and Heating Boilers 0.169 0.237 0.272 

Staff Vehicles 0.002 0.003 0.003 

Fuel Storage Tanks 0 0 0 

Total Annual Emissions 0.17 0.24 0.28 

Notes: 
(1)

The annual emissions for vehicles are based on the maximum number of staff expected to travel to 

and from CAFS LRDR site for the operation of the Proposed Action. 
(2)

The preliminary schedule assumes that operation would commence during April 2020. 
(3)

The annual air emissions estimated for 2022 is representative of a full year of operation of the 

Proposed Action and does not include any concurrent future projects and as such represents 

emissions from all remaining years of operation until decommissioning. During October 2021 the 

analysis assumes that the 7 MBtu/hour boiler for the additional dorm and civil engineering complex 

will become operational. 
(4)

The air emissions of carbon dioxide equivalents are provided in metric tons per year. The air 

emissions of criteria pollutants are provided in tons per year. 
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Table 4.2-5 Comparison of Criteria Pollutant and CO2e Air Emissions from Operation of 

Proposed Action and Existing Emissions within the Denali Borough 

Location 

Emissions 

(tons) 

VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 NOx CO2e SO2 

Denali Borough 
(1)

 61,125 261,919 25,703 21,334 2,661 2,536,377 2,175 

Maximum Annual 

Emissions During 

Operation 
(2)

 

102.52 64.25 4.51 3.50 117.93 26,552 0.28 

Percentage of 

Operation Emissions 

to Denali Borough 

Emissions 

0.17 0.02 0.02 0.02 4.43 1.05 0.01 

Notes: 
(1)

Annual air emissions for the Denali Borough are from USEPA’s NEI database representing the 2011 

annual period. The annual air emissions for criteria and GHGs provided in the table includes air 

emissions resulting from natural events, in addition to the more typical combustion and fugitive dust 

emissions. 
(2)

Maximum annual operation emissions for CAFS LRDR Proposed Action are the maximum emission 

values for each air pollutant from Table 4.2-4. 

 

Visibility Impacts to Class I Areas. USEPA’s Regional Haze Rule requires states to develop 

and implement plans to reduce visibility impairment for Class I areas.  The Denali National Park, 

which is a Class I area is located approximately 20 miles south of the CAFS site.  The Regional 

Haze Rule required the State of Alaska to submit their initial SIP for regional haze, which was 

submitted to USEPA on April 4, 2011, and approved by USEPA on February 24, 2012 (ADEC, 

2016b).  Alaska’s regional haze SIP covers the first planning period from 2008-2018. The 

regional haze plan identified goals (expressed in deciviews) to reduce visibility impacts to the 

Denali National Park.  On April 25, 2016 the USEPA proposed revisions to the Regional Haze 

Rule, which addresses requirements for the second planning period from 2019-2028 (USEPA, 

2016). 

As the Denali National Park is within 50 kilometers (31 miles) of CAFS, the future air permitting 

process for the Proposed Action may require an analysis of the impacts of visibility-impairing 

pollutants (e.g., PM10, SO2, NOx) emitted from the emissions sources upon the Class I Area 

receptors. The visibility impact analysis may include visibility screening modeling that would 

determine whether the air emissions from the Proposed Action would adversely impact the 

Denali National Park. The procedures that would be required for an initial visibility screening 
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modeling would be determined by consulting with ADEC and with the Federal Land Manager 

for the Denali National Park.   

Since the air quality modeling for the CAFS site has not been conducted the following 

paragraphs provides information that demonstrates potential emissions of visibility-impairing 

pollutants are not expected to be significant during operations of the Proposed Action. 

Section III.K.7 of Alaska’s Regional Haze Plan contains a summary of the air quality modeling 

that was conducted to determine the significant contributors to Class I Areas within the State of 

Alaska (ADEC, 2016b).  The modeling included back trajectory modeling that determines the 

path of air parcels impacting each Class I Area.  Also, a Weighted Emissions Potential (WEP) 

analysis was performed to assess the relative emission contribution of NOX, SO2, and PM2.5 

from in-state sources impacting each Class I area.  The back trajectory modeling suggests that 

sources in Anchorage, Mat-Su, and Fairbanks are principal contributors for the 20 percent worst 

days.  The WEP analysis within the Regional Haze Plan indicates that point and stationary area 

emission sources that emit NOx, SO2, and PM2.5 within the Denali Borough are not a source of 

concern to significantly impact the Denali National Park.  The WEP analysis indicates that NOx 

and SO2 emissions from the Fairbanks North Star and Southeast Fairbanks Boroughs, 

respectively, are sources of concern to impact the Denali National Park.    

Additionally, the 2011 regional haze plan contained a four-factor analysis for RICE engines that 

were located in Fairbanks, which were identified in the WEP modeling to be possible significant 

contributors of NOx and SO2 emissions to the Denali National Park.  The plan contained a four-

factor analysis for the RICE that considered costs of compliance, time necessary for compliance, 

energy and non-air quality environmental impacts of compliance, and remaining useful life of 

any potentially affected sources.  The conclusion of the four-factor analysis indicates it is not 

reasonable to require additional controls for reciprocating engines during the first planning 

period of 2008-2018.  Additionally, the report indicated that the Denali National Park does not 

need large visibility improvements to reach natural conditions in 2064 and natural impacts are 

already significant in the current analysis.  It is important to also note that the current regional 

haze plan does not include the shutdown of the coal boilers at the existing CAFS site, which will 

create large reductions of visibility-impairing pollutants in the Denali Borough.   

Overall, considering the statements above relevant to the current regional haze SIP and the 

infrequent operation of emergency engines for the LRDR, the air quality impacts from operation 

of the Proposed Action to the Denali National Park are not expected to be significant.  

Considerations for GHG. Table 4.2-4 provides the estimated annual emissions of CO2e 

expected during operation of the Proposed Action at CAFS. The CEQ has published guidance 

indicating at what magnitude GHG emissions from a project warrant a quantitative analysis 

(CEQ, 2014). The CEQ has provided a reference point of 25,000 metric tons of CO2e on annual 

bases, which indicates which projects are large enough to warrant a full quantitative GHG 
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emission analysis. The estimated annual emissions from operation of the Proposed Action at 

CAFS are estimated to be slightly above 25,000 metric tons during 2022 and future years of 

operation, indicating that a full quantitative emissions analysis of GHG may be required. 

Appendix B contains the air emission calculations containing the quantitative GHG analysis that 

was conducted for operation of the Proposed Action. 

As discussed in Section 3.2.1, climate change is expected to affect air temperatures, soil 

temperatures, and precipitation in Alaska and at CAFS. Because the GHG emissions from the 

Proposed Action are only one percent of the total Denali Borough GHG emissions and less than 

0.1 percent of the State of Alaska GHG emissions, the climate changes predicted for Alaska over 

the next 50 years will not be significantly impacted by the Proposed Action. In addition to the 

evaluation of impacts and climate change due to GHGs as a result of the Proposed Action, as 

defined by the CEQ’s Draft GHG Guidance (CEQ, 2014), impacts and increases in 

vulnerabilities from climate changes on the Proposed Action should also be considered in NEPA 

evaluations. Because the proposed LRDR and associated facilities would not be constructed in a 

floodplain or area potentially affected by sea level rise there would not be any anticipated effects 

to the LRDR from flooding.  Also potential changes to air temperature and precipitation would 

be well within the design specifications and construction standards applicable to the LRDR. 

Consequently there would be no expected impacts to the LRDR from the effects of climate 

change at CAFS.  

 

4.2.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

4.2.3.1 Construction  

The methods for estimated air emission during construction and the emission sources for 

Alternative 2-Site 3B would be the same as those described for Alternative 1-Site 3A described 

in Section 4.2.2. For Alternative 2-Site 3B, in general the air emissions during construction 

would be same as those described in Section 4.2.2.1 except for the construction site disturbance. 

The construction footprint for Alternative 2-Site 3B is expected to require approximately 51.7 

acres. The amount of acres disturbed for Alternative 2-Site 3B is larger in comparison to 

Alternative 1-Site 3A, because the need to remove additional trees. Table 4.2-6 shows the 

estimated annual air emission from construction of Alternative 2-Site 3B. 

As shown in Table 4.2-7, the maximum annual emissions estimated for criteria pollutants and 

CO2e from the construction of Alternative 2-Site 3B at CAFS are a small percentage of the 

existing total emissions currently emitted within the Denali Borough. Overall, the air quality 

impacts from the operation would be expected to be minor for each year of operation. 
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4.2.3.2 Operation  

The air emissions generated during operation of Alternative 2-Site 3B would be same as those 

for Alternative 1-Site 3A presented in Section 4.2.2.2. 

4.2.4 Potential Impacts of the No Action Alternative 

Under the No Action Alternative, the Proposed Action would not be constructed or operated and 

there would be no air emissions associated with construction or operation. The existing coal 

plant boilers and associated diesel generators, coal ash collection and storage system, and coal 

crusher facility, will be shut-down whether the Proposed Action is constructed or not. The air 

emission levels under the No Action alternative would be from the emission sources that are 

currently contained in CAFS Title V permit (ADEC, 2012). 

4.2.5 Mitigation 

4.2.5.1 Construction  

There would be no significant impacts to air quality from construction of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

or Alternative 2-Site 3B. No mitigations are proposed or recommended. BMPs including 

techniques to reduce air quality impacts from emission sources during construction would be 

considered by MDA as necessary. Examples of such measures could include maintaining 

equipment in working order, applying dust inhibitors (e.g., water or surfactant sprays), 

revegetation of disturbed areas, proper maintenance of construction vehicles and equipment, etc.  

4.2.5.2 Operation  

There would be no significant impacts to air quality from operation of Alternative 1-Site 3A or 

Alternative 2-Site 3B. The emission sources under both alternatives would be required to obtain 

the appropriate air permits and operate in accordance with all state and federal air quality 

regulations, which would ensure that air quality impacts would not significantly impact the local 

and regional air quality. Any specific measures to be used would be determined during the 

project’s air permitting process. BMPs followed during design would address any air quality 

issues.  
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Table 4.2-6 Estimated Annual Air Emissions from Construction Activities – Alternative 2-

Site 3B 

Emission Activity 
(1)(2)(3)

 Annual Period 
(4)

 

 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

 VOC (tons) 

Construction Equipment 7.24 9.34 8.61 8.04 1.35 

Worker Vehicles 0.92 1.51 2.79 2.06 0.61 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 0.07 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01 

Total Annual Emissions  8.2 10.9 11.4 10.7 2.0 

 CO (tons) 

Construction Equipment 33.51 45.98 45.02 44.56 9.26 

Worker Vehicles 9.49 16.09 30.53 23.13 6.83 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 0.23 0.07 0.07 0.06 0.05 

Total Annual Emissions  43.2 62.1 75.6 67.7 16.1 

 PM10 (tons) 

Construction Equipment 190.54 3.26 2.88 2.57 0.37 

Worker Vehicles 0.03 0.06 0.10 0.08 0.02 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 0.03 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.004 

Total Annual Emissions  190.6 3.3 3.0 2.6 0.4 

 PM2.5 (tons) 

Construction Equipment 2.49 3.26 2.88 2.57 0.37 

Worker Vehicles 0.03 0.05 0.09 0.07 0.02 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 0.02 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.004 

Total Annual Emissions  2.5 3.3 3.0 2.6 0.4 

 NOx (tons) 

Construction Equipment 50.24 63.23 57.45 52.56 8.52 

Worker Vehicles 0.88 1.39 2.45 1.73 0.51 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 0.73 0.22 0.20 0.18 0.14 

Total Annual Emissions  51.8 64.8 60.1 54.5 9.2 

 CO2e 
(5)

 (metric tons) 

Construction Equipment 7,728 9,872 9,821 9,848 1,967 

Worker Vehicles 632 1,124 2,230 1,753 518 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 134 44 4 43 32 

Total Annual Emissions  8,495 11,040 12,055 11,644 2,518 

 SO2 (tons) 

Construction Equipment 41.84 17.72 17.72 17.72 0.02 

Worker Vehicles 0.004 0.01 0.02 0.01 0.004 

On-Road Haul/ Delivery Trucks 0.001 0.0004 0.0004 0.0004 0.0003 

Total Annual Emissions  41.8 17.7 17.7 17.7 0.03 
Notes: 
(1)

The annual air emissions of criteria pollutants for construction equipment include both fugitive dust and combustion-related 

emissions from non-road type construction equipment. 
(2)

The annual emissions for worker vehicles are based on the maximum number of construction workers expected to travel to and 

from CAFS LRDR site during each year of construction of the Proposed Action. 
(3)

The annual emissions from on-road trucks represents the activities for heavy-duty trucks that 1) remove debris and construction 

waste from CAFS LRDR site to an offsite location and 2) deliver dirt and construction-related materials to CAFS LRDR site. 
(4)

The preliminary schedule assumes that the start of site preparation activities would commence during April 2017 and would last 

into September 2017. The construction activities would commence during July 2017 and continue through September 2021. 
(5)

The air emissions of CO2e equivalents are provided in metric tons per year. The air emissions of criteria pollutants are provided 

in tons per year. 
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Table 4.2-7 Comparison of Criteria Pollutant and CO2e Air Emissions from Construction 

of Alterative 2-Site 3B and Existing Air Emissions within the Denali Borough 

Location 

Emissions 

(tons) 

VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 NOx CO2e SO2 

Denali Borough 
(1)

 61,125 261,919 25,703 21,334 2,661 2,536,377 2,175 

Maximum Annual Emissions 

During Construction  of 

Alternative 2-Site 3B 
(2)

 

11.4 75.6 790.6 3.3 64.8 12,055 41.8 

Percentage of Construction 

Emissions to Denali Borough 

Emissions 

0.02 0.03 0.74 0.02 2.44 0.48 1.9 

Notes: 

(1)Annual air emissions for Denali Borough are from USEPA’s NEI database representing the 2011 

annual period. The annual air emissions for criteria and GHGs provided in the table include air 

emissions resulting from natural events, in addition to more typical combustion and fugitive dust source 

emissions. 
(2)Maximum annual construction emissions for Alterative 2-Site 3B are the maximum emission values 

for each air pollutant from Table 4.2-6. 

 

4.3 AIRSPACE 

4.3.1 Analysis Methods 

To determine potential impacts, the analysis focused on the review of the types of activities that 

would occur and their location, and the significance of the resource in that location.  

4.3.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

4.3.2.1 Construction 

Construction activities associated with Alternative 1-Site 3A would have no impacts on airspace. 

4.3.2.2 Operations 

Controlled and Uncontrolled Airspace. Operation of the LRDR has the potential for RF 

interference with commercial aircraft electronic systems. The effects of RF interference can be 

temporary disruption of normal system function, a reduction in the life of the impacted electronic 

equipment, or failure and permanent damage of the affected system. FAA defines the peak and 

average electromagnetic environments that any aircraft system needed for the safe conduct of 
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flight must operate in and/or recover normal operation from to obtain airworthiness certification; 

these limits are 3,000 and 200 V/m, respectively (14 CFR Part 23, Appendix J). The maximum 

safe separation distance from LRDR to the FAA peak value is 1.1 nm, which is well within the 

confines of CAFS (MDA, 2016).  The maximum safe separation distance for the average FAA 

value is 8.8 nm slant range from the radar; this is well outside the physical confines of CAFS. 

Table 4.3-1 lists EMR standards of interest and safe separation distances. 

Table 4.3-1 Electromagnetic Radiation Standards of Interest for LRDR 

 

EME Parameter - Main Beam Illumination 

Maximum 

Allowable Level 

Safe Separation 

Distance
(3),(4)

 

(Volts/meter) nm (kilometers) 

FAA High Intensity Radiated Field (HIRF, peak) 3,000
(1) 

1.1 (2.0) 

FAA High Intensity Radiated Field (average) 200
(1) 

8.8 (16.3) 

DoD HERF (fueling operations) 4,342
(2) 

0.8 (1.5) 

DoD HIFR (rotary and fixed wing, peak) 4,220
(2)

 0.8 (1.4) 

DoD HIFR (rotary and fixed wing, average 455
(2)

 3.9 (7.2) 

HERO SAFE (electrically initiated ordnance, peak 

UNRESTRICTED) 

12,667
(2)

 0.3 (0.5) 

HERO SAFE (electrically initiated ordnance, 

average UNRESTRICTED) 

1,533
(2)

 1.1 (2.1) 

HERO SAFE (electrically initiated ordnance, peak 

RESTRICTED) 

2,500
(2)

 1.3 (2.4) 

HERO SAFE (electrically initiated ordnance, 

average RESTRICTED) 

220
(2)

 8.0 (14.8) 

Notes: 
(1) 

Source maximum allowable level: 14 CFR Part 23, Appendix J.
 

(2) 
Source maximum allowable level: DoD, 2010.

 

(3)
Safe Separation Distance is the minimum slant range distance at which the particular EMR 

parameter will not be exceeded (e.g., at distances closer than the SSD the level will be exceeded). 
(4)

Source safe separation distance: MDA, 2016.  

 

The LRDR is a component of the 2020 BMDS, designed to provide persistent tracking and 

discrimination capability to address imminent and evolving threats to the US Homeland. The 

LRDR will have a 24/7/365 BMD readiness posture, and will also support secondary missions 

such as space situational awareness (SSA) and intelligence data collections.  While SSA is 

expected to consume the bulk of LRDR operational time, LRDR can rapidly assume a wartime 

posture in response to real-world events.  

As its primary mission is long range detection and tracking of challenging targets, high intensity 

radiated fields (HIRF) of RF energy will exist in regions in front of the LRDR array faces.  
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LRDR will use information about air traffic in the vicinity of the CAFS to ensure that LRDR 

HIRF impinging on aircraft will not exceed HIRF limits as defined in FAA standards. This will 

include aircraft flying within the LRDR field of view at all altitudes. There would be no 

reduction in the amount of navigable airspace, and thus no impacts by LRDR to the controlled 

and uncontrolled airspace surrounding CAFS. 

The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) establishes EMC 

standards for all federal spectrum-dependent systems and assigns and regulates frequencies for 

all federal users (including military) operating within the U.S. and its possessions. In the DoD, 

the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics sets policy for 

acquiring systems that use the EM spectrum and ensures compliance with EM spectrum support 

procedures. The DoD Chief Information Officer develops overall DoD policy for managing and 

using the EM spectrum. In the Air Force, the Chief, Information Dominance and Chief 

Information Officer, (SAF/CIO A6) sets policy for managing EM spectrum use to support the 

AF mission and exercises control over the frequency management process. SAF/CIO A6 is 

chartered to represent and defend AF EM spectrum technical interests in committees, groups, 

and organizations that address EM spectrum management matter, and to negotiate at the 

departmental, national, and international levels to obtain frequency allocations and assignments 

to satisfy AF exercises, crises, contingencies, wartime, and day-to-day RF requirements for use 

of the spectrum. In January 2016, LRDR provided to AFSPC (the LRDR MAJCOM) the initial 

DD Form 1494. This document contains LRDR design-specific information that enables AFSPC 

to engage with the Air Force Spectrum Management Office to begin the formal Joint Frequency 

Equipment Allocation (J/F-12) Process as defined by NTIA.  AFSPC may also begin spectrum 

usage coordination activities with appropriate agencies (Federal Aviation Administration, 

NOAA, FCC, DoD Area Frequency Coordinators, etc.). Initial contact has been made with FAA 

and coordination activities will continue in due course of business. There are currently no issues 

of concern that would result in significant impacts and mitigation measures will be adopted if 
needed to ensure that any potential impacts do not become significant.

Special Use Airspace. The DoD defines EMR effects requirements for DoD systems. Reference 

document MIL-STD-464C (DoD, 2010), Tables 5 and 6, specify the peak and average values 

(4,220 and 455 volts per meter (V/m) respectively) for rotary and fixed wing military aircraft. 

The safe separation distance from LRDR to the peak value is 0.8 nautical miles (nm), which is 

well within the confines of CAFS. The safe separation distance for the average value threshold is 

3.9 nm from the radar.   

As described in Section 3.3.2, according to the F-35A Operational Beddown – Pacific Final 

Environmental Impact Statement, two squadrons of F-35As will be located at Eielson AFB, 

Alaska in early FY21.  Due to their predominantly higher altitude missions, advanced 

electronics, and speed, the F-35As would primarily use the MOAs, Air Traffic Control Assigned 

Airspace, and Restricted Areas within the northern portion of Joint Pacific Alaska Range 
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Complex (JPARC), no new airspace is required (USAF, 2016).  Since the distance between the 
LRDR at CAFS and the closest point in the JPARC is approximately 32 nm, the electromagnetic 

environment generated by LRDR will not impact on F-35A operations.

Other Airspace Areas. As discussed in Section 3.3.3, there are no other airspace areas within 

the airspace of CAFS.  

En Route Airways and Jet Routes. As described in Section 3.3.4, VOR Federal Airway V-436 

runs from Anchorage, AK, to Deadhorse, AK, with waypoints at Talkeetna, Nenana and 

Chandalar Lake. The leg connecting Talkeetna to Nenana passed directly overhead CAFS, from 

a base altitude of 8,800 feet MSL to a maximum altitude of 18,000 feet MSL. Above 18,000 feet 

Jet Route J-125 transits CAFS along the same flight path as V-436. 

As indicated above, LRDR will use information about air traffic in the vicinity of the CAFS to 

ensure that LRDR HIRF impinging on aircraft will not exceed HIRF limits as defined in FAA 

standards. This will include aircraft flying within the LRDR field of view at all altitudes. 

Airports and Airfields. Nenana Municipal Airport is located approximately 18 miles north of 

the proposed site; Clear Airfield is located approximately 1.5 miles east of the proposed site; 

standard approach and departure procedures would continue unhindered. Existing airfield or 

airport arrival and departure traffic flows would also not be affected and access to the airfield 

would not be curtailed. 

4.3.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

Impacts to airspace from construction and operation of Alternative 2-Site 3B would be same as 

those described for Alternative 1-Site 3A in Section 4.3.2. 

4.3.4 Potential Impacts of the No Action Alternative 

Under the No Action alternative, the project would not be constructed or operated and there 

would be no impacts for air space.  

4.3.5 Mitigation Measures – Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

There would be no significant impacts to airspace from operation of Alternative 1-Site 3A or 

Alternative 2-Site 3B. No mitigations are proposed or recommended.  

The following discusses BMPs that may be implemented as good practices.  The high energy 

radiation area is published on aeronautical charts and should be consulted as typically practiced 

by pilots flying in the area near CAFS. In addition to charting the high energy radiation area 

notice, information is published in the FAA Chart Supplement Alaska (FAA, 2016), and local 

Notice to Airmen (NOTAMs) are issued.  Additionally, flight service personnel brief pilots 

flying in the vicinity about the high energy radiation area. 
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LRDR also has specific design features that work in conjunction with a comprehensive RF 

energy management plan to allow LRDR to meet RF safety and electromagnetic compatibility 

requirements on and around CAFS. 

4.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

The anticipated environmental consequences or impacts to existing biological resources at CAFS 

from implementation Proposed Action are described in this section. The discussion includes 

areas potentially affected by construction of the LRDR and non-mission facilities.  

Impacts to biological resources on CAFS would result primarily from construction activities with 

the alternatives. These activities would include excavation for structure foundations and grading. 

Construction would affect both vegetation and wildlife, mostly in previously disturbed areas. 

However, these activities would not lead to degradation of critical habitat or biological health.  

4.4.1 Analysis Methods 

To assess impacts for this project, the LRDR facility’s configuration and the activities associated 

with its construction and operation were conceptually superimposed on the environmental setting 

of the project site and the vicinity to determine the type and extent (in terms of magnitude and 

duration) of impacts on the resource of interest. For the biological resource impact assessment, 

the analysis focused on the area where construction activities would occur. The plant and animal 

species known or potentially inhabiting this area was assessed for their relative significance. 

CAFS INRMP (USAF, 2015b) and a sensitive species survey (Carlson and Gotthardt, 2009) 

were reviewed to provide data on existing biological resources at CAFS. Also used were two 

EAs completed at CAFS for unrelated projects (Basewide Facilities EA [USAF, 2005a] and the 

Beddown EA [MDA, 2012]). Potential biological resources that could be present at CAFS, but 

not reported in the above-referenced sources, were evaluated using the state wildlife action plan 

(ADF&G, 2006), IPaC information (USFWS, 2015), and information on surface waters 

important for fisheries (Johnson and Litchfield, 2015). 

4.4.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

4.4.2.1 Construction 

Alternative 1-Site 3A would position the LRDR within the southern portion of Site 3, 

immediately south of the Old Tech Site (see Figure 2.2-1). The LRDR Man Camp would require 

new wells for potable water and for fire water, along with a septic leach field.  

Approximately 40 acres would be disturbed by project construction under Alternative 1-Site 3A. 

Most of the construction and demolition projects would occur on previously disturbed land 

within the portion of CAFS known as the Old Tech Site (see Figure 2.2-2). Plant communities 

within the project area are not unique or unusual in the Region; rare endemic species present at 
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CAFS are primarily located along the Nenana River and floodplain, well outside the project area. 

Although there would be some vegetation removal in the project area, the extent of vegetation 

removal would be the minimum necessary to complete the project and substantial acreage of 

vegetation would remain intact. Further, ground disturbance has previously occurred and the 

areas only contain high densities of weedy native and non-native plants, the removal of which 

would not constitute a significant adverse impact.  

Construction would not have a significant impact on wildlife inhabiting CAFS. Wildlife such as 

Moose, Red Fox, Coyote, Mink, ground squirrels, Snowshoe Hare, Beaver, Muskrat, and Canada 

Goose (Branta canadensis are not considered significant because these species can relocate in 

similar habitats within the surrounding area. 

To the extent practicable, ground disturbance and clearing activities would occur outside the bird 

breeding season (May 1 to July 15). In the event ground disturbance and clearing activities are 

required during this season, BMPs such as those defined in the CAFS INRMP could be 

implemented, such as rendering the area unsuitable for breeding birds by hydroaxing the 

vegetation prior to May 1; or conducting pre-construction surveys to destroy nests before they 

are finished and eggs are laid or to confirm no nests are present (USAF, 2015f).  Other 

techniques such as avoiding areas with active nesting, and using active measures to drive birds 

away from the project area and managing project area habitat to make it less attractive to nesting 

birds could also be implemented. In the unlikely event that the required ground disturbance and 

vegetation clearing results in or requires incidental takes of migratory birds as authorized by 50 

CFR 21.15 (military readiness exemption), then the takes will be documented as set out in the 

CAFS INRMP (USAF, 2015f).  Section 315 of the NDAA (2003) exempts military readiness 

activities of the Armed Forces from the take prohibitions of the MBTA. MBTA Regulations 

implementing Section 315 state that the Armed Forces may take migratory birds incidental to 

military readiness activities and requires that for their activities that may result in a significant 

adverse effect on a population of a migratory bird species, they must confer and cooperate with 

the USFWS to develop appropriate and reasonable conservation measures to minimize or 

mitigate identified significant adverse effects (50 CFR Part 21.15).  To address this issue, 

MBTA-protected species noted to use habitats on CAFS were reviewed to determine if any such 

species populations would be adversely affected by the construction and operation of the LRDR.  

A list of all avian species noted to utilize CAFS habitats is summarized in Section 3.4.4.3), and is 

based on both breeding and migratory bird surveys conducted within the CAFS boundary.  It was 

determined that of the MBTA protected species noted to utilize CAFS habitats none would be 

subject to significant adverse effects at the population level considering construction and 

operational activities for the LRDR. 

No Federal or state-listed species are known to occur on CAFS and no designated critical habitat 

is present as discussed in Section 3.4. Migratory birds migrating through the area could be 
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startled by noise from construction activities, but significant long-term effects are not expected, 

because extensive suitable habitat is present outside the construction area.  

Conventional BMPs and control measures as listed in Table 4.18-1 would be implemented to 

ensure impacts to biological resources are kept to a minimum. The amount of vegetation 

disturbed and trees removed during construction activities would be kept to the minimum 

amount required. 

Aquatic species at CAFS are primarily associated with Lake Sansing, the drainage canal from the 

cooling pond, and the cooling pond (MDA, 2012). None of these areas is expected to be 

impacted by construction, so impacts to aquatic species would be limited to effects from 

sedimentation. Conventional erosion control BMPs as listed in Table 4.18-1 should reduce 

erosion and sedimentation to non-significant levels and therefore, aquatic wildlife would not be 

affected.  

4.4.2.2 Operation 

Operations at the LRDR site under Alternative 1-Site 3A would consist of maintenance of 

facilities, equipment, and radar. Security patrols around the restricted area perimeter would occur 

at intervals, with the sensor network providing surveillance between patrols. Other activity 

outside of structures may include occasional pedestrians or moving vehicles. In winter, snow 

removal would occur on roads and sidewalks when snow accumulates. During the growing 

season, mowing of lawns may occur.  

Given the relatively moderate to low level of activity, wildlife using the LRDR site is not likely 

to be displaced permanently, although some temporary disturbance could occur during some 

periods of higher traffic activity. Further, long-term disturbance is unlikely since the area has 

been previously disturbed and does not represent suitable habitat for most wildlife species.  

Assuming that the cooling water discharge is of suitable water quality, no significant adverse 

impacts to aquatic resources in Lake Sansing would be expected. If water elevations do in fact 

increase, it would result in the expansion of the lake surface area, but the establishment of any 

additional wildlife habitats (including shallow littoral zones) along the edges of Lake Sansing (a 

man-made lake) are not anticipated. 

EMR could harm birds, bat, or other animals that fly directly through the beam of the radar 

system. These effects have been analyzed by the U.S. Army and Missile Defense Agency in past 

environmental assessments. The 1993 Ground-Based Radar Family of Radars EA (USASMDC, 

1993) analyzed potential impacts to wildlife from EMR, in particular migrating birds that might 

fly through the radar beams. That analysis concluded that it would be extremely unlikely that a 

bird, bat, or other flying animal would remain within the most intense area of the beam for any 

considerable length of time (USASMDC, 1993). In addition to the 1993 EA, additional and 



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

4-28 

 

   

further detailed evaluations of the entire range and types of radar used within the BMSD versus 

potential impacts and effects on migratory birds were conducted as part of the 2007 BMDS 

Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (MDA, 2007). Based on the evaluations 

conducted, the radar system planned for the LRDR system (S-band type with a radar frequency 

range of 2 to 4 gigahertz (GHz)) would not pose adverse impacts to migrating birds while 

operating in a surveillance mode.   

4.4.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B  

4.4.3.1 Construction 

Alternative 2-Site 3B would position the LRDR within the northern portion of Site 3, 

immediately north of the Old Tech Site (see Figure 2.2-1). Construction-related, biological 

impacts resulting from development of Site 3B would be similar to those described for Site 3A, 

except for the 26 acres of tree clearing under this Alternative. Impacts to vegetation on the 

southern portion of Site 3B are not considered significant because most vegetation present is 

composed of species common to the Region or weedy species with little to no conservation 

value. Removal of trees in the northern portion of Site 3B would reduce the acreage of forest 

surrounding the developed portion of CAFS, but would not represent a significant reduction of 

forest on the installation or in the Region overall due to the prevalence of similar habitat in the 

area. Displacement of wildlife in the project area would not be considered significant due to the 

ability of these species to seek similar habitat in the surrounding area.  Also, similar construction 

provisions for breeding and migratory birds for Alternative 1-Site 3A would apply for 

Alternative 2-Site 3B.  In addition, if out of season tree removal is required and raptor nests are 

noted as part of the pre-construction surveys, the USFWS will be contacted for further 

assistance. 

4.4.3.2 Operation 

Biological impacts from operation of Alternative 2-Site 3B would be the same as those described 

for Alternative 1-Site 3A. 

4.4.4 Potential Impacts of the No Action Alternative 

If the LRDR were not constructed or operated, biological resources would not be impacted. The 

existing conditions would prevail and those wildlife and plant species capable of occupying and 

using the project area would continue to do so. 



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

4-29 

 

   

4.4.5  Mitigation Measures – Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

4.4.5.1 Construction 

No mitigation would be required for either Alternative 1-Site 3A or Alternative 2-Site 3B. BMPs 

would be implemented. The following BMPs are typically implemented by MDA and the USAF 

for construction projects and would be used for the Proposed Action:  

 Standard dust suppression techniques and vehicle maintenance programs would be 

implemented to minimize emissions from fugitive dust and vehicle exhaust. 

 Conventional construction site BMPs for soil stabilization and erosion control measures 

would be implemented to reduce indirect biological resource impacts. 

 Vegetation disturbance and tree removal during construction activities would be 

minimized as feasible. Vegetation clearing or removal would only be to the extent 

necessary. 

 To avoid invasive species, activities such as the following may be employed: washing of 

equipment to remove dirt and debris prior to use at the site, appropriately disposing of 

and treating spoil and treating spoil and vegetation contaminated with invasive species, 

and revegetating with local native plant species.  

 Potential impacts to migratory birds would be avoided by implementing BMPs such as 

conducting clearing and ground disturbing activities in potentially suitable nesting 

habitats prior to May 1 or after July 15. This would render the areas unsuitable breeding 

migratory birds prior to their arrival and facilitate work during the breeding season 

without impacts to birds.  

4.4.5.2 Operation – Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

Because no impacts on biological resources are expected during operation of either alternatives, 

no mitigation measures for biological resources are proposed. Conventional BMPs implemented 

to minimize impacts to air quality, water quality, noise, health and safety, and land use would 

also serve to minimize the potential for significant impacts to biological resources from 

operation of the LRDR. 

4.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Excavation, grading, and soil compaction for construction could disturb cultural resources, if 

present. No substantive impacts on cultural resources would be expected to occur due to the 

project construction or operation. If unanticipated cultural resources or sites would be 

encountered during construction or operation, all work would be halted until the sites could be 

evaluated following procedures outlined in AFI 32-7065. 
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4.5.1 Analysis Methods 

To determine potential impacts to cultural resources, the analysis focused on the types of 

activities that would occur and their location and the significance of the resource in that location. 

The ICRMP (USAF, 2015a) and existing data - including past archaeological surveys, maps and 

previously written environmental documents - were reviewed to determine the location and 

significance of any cultural resources. A study on the inventory of Cold War properties 

conducted in 1995 was reviewed for information on the eligibility of properties for listing on the 

NRHP and their location in relation to the Proposed Actions. The proposed construction sites 

(including Alternative 1-Site 3A, Alternative 2-Site 3B, the LRDR Man Camp, the LRDR-

specific non-mission support facilities, and the improvements to the entry road) were compared 

to locations of potential cultural resources in the area. 

4.5.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

4.5.2.1 Construction 

Construction activities at Alternative 1-Site 3A, Lake Sansing, the LRDR Man Camp, the 

locations of the LRDR-specific non-mission support facilities, and the location of improvements 

to the entry road were viewed as having a low potential for encountering historic properties 

based on previous studies and Agency correspondence. These areas were disturbed for 

construction of the Old Tech Site in the late 1950’s and since then the buildings have undergone 

modifications. No known Alaskan Native cultural properties have been identified within the 

boundary of CAFS; therefore, none will be affected by the Alternative 1-Site 3A.  

According to the cultural resource studies previously completed, CAFS has no areas that have 

high potential for prehistoric archaeological resources and is considered to have a low potential 

for archaeological resources based on topography and previous disturbance. In the previous 

survey development and reviews at CAFS, the SHPO agreed that there were no significant 

archeological resources known to occur on CAFS property. In a 23 June 2015 meeting with 

MDA personnel, the SHPO echoed its previous conclusions that the Proposed Action would not 

impact cultural resources pending its review of records from earlier surveys, reports, and 

analyses. A follow-up letter was sent from CAFS in January 2016, notifying SHPO of the 

upcoming Proposed Action, draft EA determination of “No Adverse Effect”, and planned 

availability of the Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI. In addition to the letter to 

SHPO, CAFS also sent a letter in January 2016 notifying the Nenana Native Council of the 

Proposed Action and planned availability of the Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed 

FONSI. A copy of these letters are provided in Appendix A. 

Based on the above factors including SHPO concurrence, no significant impacts to cultural 

resources would result from construction of Alternative 1-Site 3A. However, should previously 

undiscovered archaeological resources be uncovered during construction activities, the MDA 
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would follow procedures described in AFI 32-7065, Cultural Resource Management Program, 

for coordination with CAFS and the Alaska SHPO. 

4.5.2.2 Operation 

The potential for project-related cultural resource impacts under Alternative 1-Site 3A to occur 

during operation is small, as no ground disturbing activities should occur as a normal part of 

operations. It is possible that water levels in Lake Sansing could rise due to additional cooling 

water discharges associated with the LRDR facility and, if so, expose any archaeological or 

historic resources that may occur along the shoreline to damage from erosion and other effects. 

As previously indicated, however, the potential for significant, undiscovered archaeological or 

historic resources to occur onsite (including around Lake Sansing) is low. As such, the potential 

for cultural resource impacts due to water level changes in Lake Sansing would be 

correspondingly low.  

In any case, if any culturally significant artifacts are discovered during facility operation, the 

MDA would follow procedures described in AFI 32-7065, Cultural Resource Management 

Program, for coordination with CAFS and the Alaska SHPO. 

4.5.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

4.5.3.1 Construction 

The potential for project-related cultural resource impacts to occur under Alternative 2-Site 3B 

would be the same as for Alternative 1-Site 3A. However, portions of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

would be in a previously undisturbed area requiring 26 acres of tree clearing. As discussed for 

Alternative 1-Site 3A, according to the cultural resource studies previously completed, CAFS has 

no areas that have high potential for prehistoric archaeological resources and is considered to 

have a low potential for archaeological resources based on topography and previous disturbance. 

In the previous survey development and reviews at CAFS, the SHPO agreed that there were no 

significant archeological resources known to occur on CAFS property. In a 23 June 2015 

meeting with MDA personnel, the SHPO echoed its previous conclusions pending its review of 

records from earlier surveys, reports, and analyses.  

Based on the above factors, no significant impacts to cultural resources would result from 

construction of Alternative 2-Site 3B. However, should previously undiscovered archaeological 

resources be uncovered during construction activities, the MDA would follow procedures 

described in AFI 32-7065, Cultural Resource Management Program, for coordination with CAFS 

and the Alaska SHPO. 
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4.5.4 Potential Impacts of the No Action Alternative 

Under the No Action alternative, the project would not be implemented. Site conditions would 

not be affected by the project.  

4.5.5 Mitigation Measures – Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

4.5.5.1 Construction 

As indicated above, no significant archaeological resources occur onsite under either alternative, 

and any significant historic structures onsite have been properly recorded or otherwise mitigated 

under other on-installation projects. If any existing structures are reused, then any recordation 

procedures would be followed as prescribed under the previous EAs.  

In the event that previously undiscovered archaeological resources are uncovered during 

construction, the MDA would follow cultural resource protection procedures described in AFI 

32-7065, Cultural Resource Management, for coordination with CAFS, Alaska SHPO, and the 

National Park Service. 

No mitigation measures are proposed or deemed necessary. 

4.5.5.2 Operation 

As mentioned above, if previously undiscovered archaeological resources are discovered under 

either alternative during operation, the MDA would follow cultural resource protection 

procedures described in AFI 32-7065, Cultural Resource Management, for coordination with 

CAFS, Alaska SHPO, and the National Park Service. No mitigation measures are proposed or 

deemed necessary. 

4.6 ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

In order for a low income or minority population to be subject to a significant, disproportionate 

share of negative impacts from a Proposed Action. High percentages of minority and low income 

populations would need to be present and within close proximity to the Proposed Action, adverse 

cultural, economic, or health impacts on these populations would need to occur, and minority 

and low-income areas would have to bear a disproportionate share of negative impacts from the 

facility. The project-related construction and operation impacts on local minority and low 

income populations are described in this section. 

4.6.1 Analysis Methods 

To assess impacts for this project, the LRDR facility construction and operation activities were 

evaluated to determine the type and extent (in terms of magnitude and duration) of impacts on 

local minority and low income populations and whether these populations would be 
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disproportionately affected. As an initial step in the analysis, and as described in detail in Section 

3.6, Census data, American Factfinder, USEPA’s EJView and EJSCREEN, and Alaska 

Department of Public Health and Social Services data and statistics were used to identify both 

minority and low income populations near CAFS.  

4.6.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

4.6.2.1 Construction 

Impacts on Minority Populations. Project-related impacts that would have the greatest 

potential to affect local populations include construction-related noise emission, air pollutant 

emissions, and traffic. However, no disproportionate, adverse impacts on local minority 

populations are expected to occur as a result of project construction for a number of reasons. 

First, these impacts would be mostly restricted to the confines of CAFS. Locations that would be 

considered minority areas are distant from the project site. Second, the distance between the 

project and any potential minority areas would be great enough to dissipate the effects listed 

above. For example, although the Yukon-Koyukuk Borough would be considered a minority 

area, the Borough border is approximately 2.5 miles from CAFS and the nearest town in that 

Borough, Nenana, is 22 miles north of the site boundary. The distance between the LRDR 

project site and the Yukon-Koyukuk Borough by itself makes it unlikely that any minority 

populations in Nenana or the Yukon-Koyukuk Borough would be affected. Finally, any 

construction impacts would be temporary in nature and would largely subside when construction 

is complete. Considering the above factors, no significant, adverse impacts to minority 

populations are expected.  

Impacts on Low Income Populations. The type and extent of potential project-construction 

related impacts to low income populations in the vicinity of CAFS would be the same as 

described above for minority populations. Consequently, no significant, adverse impacts to low 

income populations are expected from operation of the proposed LRDR. 

Impacts on Subsistence Populations. No known subsistence level hunting, fishing, or trapping 

occurs near CAFS. Therefore, no impacts to subsistence populations are anticipated.  

Impacts on Community Health. As discussed in Section 3.6.5, the Denali and Yukon-Koyukuk 

populations experience similar or more positive health trends than that of Alaska and the U.S., 

with the exception of health insurance coverage. The potential health impacts on local 

populations from construction of CAFS are expected to be limited to minor noise impacts and 

possibly impacts related to the increased emissions and traffic delays associated with worker 

vehicles and transportation of materials and supplies to the site. These impacts would be 

temporary and largely limited to the LRDR site and surrounding areas.  
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Children’s Health. Children generally are not present at CAFS, as it is an active military 

installation. The nearest school to the site is Browns Court School, approximately 3 miles south 

of the southern boundary line (USEPA, 2013a). The nearest town, Anderson, is 4 miles to the 

north of CAFS. Healy is approximately 30 miles south of CAFS. Both towns are a considerable 

distance from the construction site. CAFS construction activities are therefore unlikely to 

disproportionately impact children living in residences outside the project site or attending 

schools in the surrounding area.  

4.6.2.2 Operation 

The potential for negative environmental impacts during operation would largely be minimized 

through the application of routine operational procedures. No specific populations, including 

minority, low income, or children, would be disproportionately impacted by operation of the 

LRDR facility based on the following: 1) low income or minority populations are not in close 

proximity to the site, 2) during operation, only minor, insignificant negative impacts are 

expected, and 3) low income and minority populations would not encounter a disproportionate 

share of any negative impacts from the operation because of (1) and (2) above. 

Impacts on Minority Populations. LRDR environmental justice operational impacts would 

likely be negligible to nonexistent as a result of the permanent LRDR location. This is due in part 

to the distance between the LRDR project site and the Yukon-Koyukuk Borough which would 

make it unlikely that any minority populations in Nenana or the Yukon-Koyukuk Borough would 

be affected. Although impacts such as operation-related air and noise emissions would occur, 

particularly during testing of the power plant diesel engine-generator sets, they would be most 

noticeable within the confines of CAFS. Also, such impacts would be temporary, intermittent 

and of relatively low magnitude so that the general population - as well as minority populations 

outside of CAFS - would not be significantly affected. Likewise, impacts from increased local 

operation-related commuter traffic would be of low volume and therefore, would not 

disproportionately affect the general or minority populations. Consequently, no disproportionate 

impacts to minority populations are expected from operation of the proposed LRDR.  

Impacts on Low Income Populations. The type and extent of potential project-operation related 

impacts to low income populations in the vicinity of CAFS would be the same as described 

above for minority populations. Consequently, no significant, adverse impacts to low income 

populations are expected from operation of the proposed LRDR.  

Impacts on Subsistence Populations. No known subsistence level hunting, fishing, or trapping 

occurs near CAFS. Therefore, no impacts to subsistence populations are anticipated from 

operation of the proposed LRDR.  

Impacts on Community Health. The operation of the LRDR, especially the power plant, has 

the potential to result in air and noise emissions, sewage releases, (due to additional staff onsite) 
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and chemical releases (from wastewater treatment processes) that could affect public health, 

including the health of low income and minority populations. Due to the temporary and 

intermittent nature of air and noise emissions, the low likelihood of sewage releases and 

chemical releases, and the implementation of appropriate mitigation measures (e.g., noise 

attenuation equipment; wastewater/sewage treatment processes; chemical storage/management 

facilities), the potential health impacts on local populations from operation of the proposed 

LRDR site would be expected to be negligible. 

Children’s Health. No impacts to children’s health are anticipated, as children are not to be 

expected near the proposed LRDR location.  

4.6.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

The environmental justice impacts from construction and operation of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

would be the same as those for Alternative 1-Site 3A described in Section 4.6.2. 

4.6.4 Potential Impacts of the No Action Alternative 

Under the No Action alternative, the project would not be implemented. Minority and low 

income populations would not be affected by the project.  

4.6.5 Mitigation Measures Alternative1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

4.6.5.1 Construction  

Because no disproportionate environmental justice impacts are expected during construction of 

either alternative, no environmental justice specific mitigation measures are proposed. 

Construction BMPs discussed throughout this EA to minimize impacts to air quality, water 

quality, traffic, ambient noise environment, health and safety, socioeconomics, and land use 

would serve to minimize the potential for significant impacts to community health in the area 

around CAFS. 

4.6.5.2 Operation 

Because environmental justice impacts from operation of either alternative are not expected, no 

mitigation measures are proposed. Operational BMPs discussed throughout this EA to minimize 

impacts to air quality, water quality, traffic, ambient noise environment, health and safety, 

socioeconomics, and land use would also serve to minimize the potential for significant impacts 

to community health in the area around CAFS. 
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4.7 GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

Impacts to geological resources would result through clearing, grading and excavation for 

construction of proposed LRDR facilities; laydown areas and LRDR Man Camp facilities; and 

construction activities related to the non-mission support facilities.  

4.7.1 Analysis Methods 

Proposed activities that could influence geological resources were evaluated to determine the 

type and magnitude of potential impacts. The anticipated changes that could occur if the 

Proposed Actions were implemented compared to the existing environment and evaluated to 

determine if significant changes in any existing conditions would occur. The impact of an action 

on geological resources is significant if it depletes the Regional or local resource, activates a 

fault, initiates slumping events, or causes an event with irreparable damage or injuries. Impacts 

to soil are significant if an action accelerates the rate of erosion, or substantially degrades soil 

characteristics. Impacts would not be significant if a resource is only slightly affected. Reduction 

of a hazard or erosion potential is a beneficial impact. 

4.7.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

4.7.2.1 Construction 

Approximately 45 acres would be impacted during the Implementation of Alternative 1-Site 3A. 

Grading impacts to topography would not be significant during the site preparation process; 

however, existing topography would be slightly modified during site grading to address potential 

drainage damage concerns at the site. To improve the current drainage conditions at the site, it 

has been estimated that an average of 6 to 8 ft (average at 7 ft) of fill would be provided 

throughout the LRDR site (PDC, 2015). For Site 3A, this would require approximately 220,000 

cubic yards (cy) of fill. A calculated estimate of 121,460 cy of recoverable soil would be 

available for the grading and development of site topography from the decommissioning of the 

previous radar embankments. The fill and borrow source areas are shown on Figure 4.7-1. An 

estimated 80,000 cy of fill would be required. Several borrow areas on the installation are an 

available mineral resource; the quality and extent of the sources are unknown (see Figure 4.7-1). 

Precautions would be taken to avoid subsidence of any graded or fill material to avoid creating 

sinkholes or areas of poor drainage. 

Any fill material would be tested to ensure proper engineering characteristics and would be 

properly compacted to ensure stability of the surface and to reduce the potential for erosion. The 

potential for erosion by precipitation and runoff is slight due to nearly level land (slopes are 

approximately 0.5 percent). Wind erosion could potentially be severe when the vegetation and   



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

4-37 

 

   

Figure 4.7-1 Onsite Fill and Borrow Source Areas  
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organic layer are removed from soil. With implementation of BMPs, impacts to soil from 

grading, clearing and/or grubbing would not be expected to be significant. BMPs such as 

minimizing the construction footprint to the extent possible, daily watering and revegetating 

exposed soil at the site as soon as possible, or soil stabilization when conditions warrant, would 

reduce any impacts to the soil.  

Excavations would generally be approximately 6 to 8 ft deep with some areas up to 15 ft deep. 

Grading and excavations would slightly modify the topography to improve drainage in limited 

areas. 

Depending on the final design of the LRDR, borings up to 30 ft deep could be required for piers 

to support the facilities and associated buildings. The underlying geological layers could be 

impacted from a depth of 8 to 30 ft, but not significantly. As discussed in Section 3.7, the 

material underlying soils is mainly unconsolidated alluvium to a depth of several hundred feet. 

This alluvium is a source of groundwater, which is used at the installation for domestic and 

industrial uses. Using groundwater as the water supply for the project’s cooling and facilities and 

LRDR Man Camp could possibly impact the underlying alluvium to 500 ft bgs. Groundwater 

depths at CAFS range from 55 to 65 ft bgs. Typical water wells at CAFS are 150 ft deep. Boring 

in the alluvium would not significantly impact the hydrogeologic properties of this layer.  

However, if a spill of a liquid or soluble hazardous material would occur during construction 

activities, it could be transmitted to the groundwater through the gravel and sand alluvium. 

Measures would be taken to prevent spills of hazardous materials and if any spills occur, they 

would be cleaned up promptly to prevent potential contamination of the underlying aquifer in 

accordance with the HMWP. Thus, impacts to geological resources would not be significant. 

Discussions of additional impacts to site hydrological resources are provided in Section 4.15, 

Water Resources. 

As discussed in Section 3.7.2, the Denali fault is approximately 60 miles south of CAFS. The 

installation is located in Zone 3 for potential earthquake damage with slight to moderate damage 

anticipated from any seismic event (USAF, 1992). Expected magnitudes from seismic activities 

could range of 5.5 to 6.5 on the Richter Scale (VIII on the Modified Mercalli Scale). All new 

facilities would be constructed in accordance with the requirements of UFC 3-301- 01 Structural 

Engineering and UFC 3-310-04 Seismic Design for Buildings. Therefore, impacts from 

seismicity would not be assumed to be significant. 

Though not expected to be prevalent at the installation, permafrost, perennially frozen ground is 

common in the Region. Permafrost could be hazardous when it lies under proposed new facilities 

because soils could be susceptible to frost heave, or upward movement of facility foundations 

due to freezing of the surrounding soil. With implementation of BMPs and conducting a detailed 

permafrost and moisture assessment, impacts to soil from grading, clearing, and grubbing would 

not be significant. 



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

4-39 

 

   

There are no IRP sites within the planned project area (USAF, 2013a). If any contamination 

occurs to soil or geology, or is discovered, during construction activities, remediation according 

to State and Federal standards would be provided. 

4.7.2.2 Operations 

Ongoing operations at the LRDR facilities would have impacts to the geology and soils similar 

to construction, but would be more limited. Limited ongoing erosion control and vegetative 

provisions would be in place and implemented. Proper hazardous material handling procedures 

would be in place to prevent spills of hazardous materials and if any spills would occur, they 

would be cleaned up promptly to prevent potential contamination of the underlying aquifer. Frost 

heave would be monitored. 

4.7.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

4.7.3.1 Construction 

Impacts to geology and soils associated with construction of Alternative 2-Site 3B would be the 

same as those described for Alternative 1-Site 3A in Section 4.7.2.1, except for the following. 

Approximately 57 acres would be impacted by Alternative 2-Site 3B, including approximately 

26 acres of tree clearing. Grading impacts to topography would not be significant during the site 

preparation process; however, existing topography would be slightly modified during site 

grading to address potential drainage damage concerns at the site. To improve the current 

drainage conditions at the site, it has been estimated that an average of 6 to 8 ft (average at 7 ft) 

of fill would be provided throughout the LRDR site (PDC, 2015). For Alternative 2-Site 3B, this 

would require up to 359,350 cy of fill. A calculated estimate of 121,460 cy of recoverable soil 

would be available for the grading and development of site topography from the 

decommissioning of the previous radar embankments. An estimated 235,890 cy of fill would be 

required. The fill and borrow source areas would be that as for Alternative 1-Site 3A and are 

shown on Figure 4.7-1.  

4.7.3.2 Operations 

Impacts to geology and soils associated with operation of Alternative 2-Site 3B would be the 

same as those described for Alternative 1-Site 3A in Section 4.7.2. 

4.7.4 Potential Impacts of the No Action Alternative  

If the LRDR facilities are not constructed, the geology and soils at the proposed site would not 

be impacted. 
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4.7.5 Mitigation Measures – Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

There would be no significant impacts to geology or soil. Therefore, no mitigations would be 

required or are proposed. BMPs would be used to address potential impacts.  

4.8 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AND HAZARDOUS WASTE 

MANAGEMENT 

Hazardous materials are used on a routine basis at CAFS and would not change with the 

installation of the LRDR. The construction and operation of the LRDR facility would involve the 

same hazardous materials as those described in Section 3.8. No new hazardous materials would 

be introduced.  

4.8.1 Analysis Methods 

Existing management and action plans were reviewed to assess the potential impact of the 

activities involved with the LRDR installation. These plans include CAFS HWMP (BAE, 

2015a), Spill Management Plan (BAE, 2015b), and IRP (USAF, 1993).  

4.8.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

4.8.2.1 Construction 

The existing CAFS HWMP plan requires that all outside Contractors provide a list of hazardous 

materials and associated Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) which would be used during the 

performance of their work (BAE, 2015a). A HazCom Program for the site would need to be 

established during the initial planning stages of construction. At least one member of the 

construction team would be responsible for the enforcement of the Hazardous Material and 

Waste (HazWst) Management Program at the site. A controlled HazWst storage area with 

containment pallets for drums, containment cabinets, spill containment equipment, etc., during 

construction would be established and secured by the Contractor’s HazWst Manager.  

The operation and maintenance of motorized vehicles during the construction of the LRDR 

facility would involve the same types of materials and wastes that are currently in use and 

generation at the installation motor pools. All fuels, oils, solvents, coolants, and wastes 

associated with motorized equipment would be stored and managed in accordance with the 

Construction HazCom program. Waste disposal would be provided directly by the Construction 

Contractor and coordinated with CAFS HWMP. 

Paints, coatings, and solvents used during construction would need to be addressed in the 

Contractor’s HazWst management program and stored and staged in the Contractor’s HazWst 

storage area.  
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ACM or LBP would not be allowed to be brought onsite during construction of the LRDR under 

Alternative 1-Site 3A or supporting Man Camp installations.  

4.8.2.2 Operations 

LRDR facilities are subject to restricted area security procedures and would require a designated 

HazCom Manager to enforce a site specific health and safety plan while also addressing HazWst 

concerns within these restricted areas. This LRDR HazCom manager would be responsible and 

coordinate the delivery and disposal of all hazardous materials with CAFS HWMP manager. 

SDSs would be the responsibility of the LRDR HazCom Manager who would provide access to 

the SDSs at all locations where hazardous materials would be used and stored.  

The amounts of hazardous materials which would be used during LRDR operation would be 

minimal and would consist of motor pool materials such as compressed gases, lubricants, oils, 

fuels, and solvents. Routine building maintenance and cleaning would require the use of paints, 

pesticides, and cleaning products as are already being used throughout the installation. Spill 

response kits and fire extinguishers would be made available at all storage areas.  

The LRDR installation would have new emergency diesel generators including a fuel storage 

system. This system would include several below-grade storage tanks which would be double-

walled, welded steel tanks with epoxy-coated interiors that would be placed in concrete vaults. 

The supply piping to the generators would be in double walled underground piping equipped 

with a leak detection system. A remote tank fill station would be provided within a containment 

basin. The addition of these tanks would not increase the effective storage capacity of the facility 

above the threshold of 420,000 gallons of refined petroleum product. Although the tanks at 

CAFS would continue to be regulated by USEPA and State Fire Marshall requirements, the tanks 

would not be regulated by the ADEC under AAC Title 18, Chapter 75, Oil, and Hazardous 

Substances Pollution Control (BAE, 2015b). These new tanks and associated fill systems would 

be integrated into the existing CAFS Spill Management Plan involving routine inspection. 

Hazardous wastes generated would be stored temporarily within the LRDR secure area prior to 

transfer to CAFS main hazardous waste storage facility for disposal or recycling. This hazardous 

waste stream would reflect maintenance activities currently occurring at the motor pool and used 

by building services. Waste materials would consist of paints, solvents, oil, lubricants, antifreeze, 

and batteries. 

The potential for accidental release of hazardous materials would be very limited during the 

operation of the LRDR. The largest amount of material which could be spilled would involve 

motor pool and electrical generator fuels which would be subject to routine inspection as dictated 

in the Spill Management Plan. The double containment and leak detection systems installed on 

the fuel delivery system would provide early detection to mitigate a large scale release. Other 

hazardous motor pool materials, such as oils and antifreeze, would be present in smaller 
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quantities. Spills would be responded to immediately in accordance with CAFS existing response 

plans resulting in minimal impact on personnel or the environment. 

Mitigation concerns would be minimized during normal operations by adhering to the policies 

and procedures outlined in the installation-wide CAFS HWMP and Spill Management Plan. DoD 

safety procedures have been in place for a long time in dealing with the transport, handling, and 

storage of fuel for military systems. Therefore, adherence to these existing DoD procedures will 

mitigate potential exposures.  

4.8.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

Hazardous materials and hazardous waste management impacts associated with construction and 

operation of Alternative 2-Site 3B would be the same as those described for Alternative 1-Site 

3A in Section 4.8.2. 

4.8.4 Potential Impacts of the No Action Alternative 

If the LRDR facility is not constructed or operated, there would be no potential for the release of 

ACM, LBP, PCBs, or used oils during demolition of existing structures. There would also be no 

potential release of diesel fuel from the new storage facility and associated piping. No 

environmental impacts would occur if the LRDR facility is not installed. 

4.8.5 Mitigation Measures - Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

No significant impacts from hazardous materials and hazardous waste management have been 

identified for the construction and operation of the LRDR project under either alternative. No 

mitigations relating to hazardous materials and hazardous waste management would be required. 

BMPs would be followed including implementation of existing plans and procedures, or 

modifying them if required, for the LRDR facilities. 

4.9 HEALTH & SAFETY 

The proposed LRDR activities at CAFS would not significantly increase health and safety 

impacts. Existing safety policies are in place to prevent risks for new operations but would be 

assessed and modified as needed to incorporate the operation of new missions. 

4.9.1 Analysis Methods 

For the LRDR project, it has been assumed that construction contractors would prepare and 

implement JHA and Safety Plan documentation to ensure safe working conditions during 

construction activities in accordance with applicable guidelines. Because this documentation 

would be prepared and implemented as part of the construction activities, no further health and 

safety analysis for construction activities would be required.  
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For the operations for the LRDR project, a preliminary analysis was performed to quantify the 

RF safety zones and resulting impacts to the working area around the planned LRDR locations 

(MDA, 2015). Although the details of the specific radar unit to be used has not been completed 

(e.g., Radar Contractor not selected and equipment not established), the analysis conducted 

(defined as follows) provided conservative initial results regarding RF safety for the LRDR 

project.  

The following is a summary of the preliminary RF assessment conducted (MDA, 2015a): 

Based on the potential locations of the LRDR sites (Sites 3A and 3B located inside the 

current Old Tech Site [see Figure 2.1-1 for reference]), the two key areas assessed where 

site personnel could be exposed to LRDR RF energy included the perimeter road that 

runs around the Old Tech Site and the roof top of the adjacent existing radar facility 

[referred to as the UEWR or SSPARS].  

 

For the perimeter road, the analysis was done specifically for the section northwest of 

existing Building 102/103 and at distance of approximately 400 meters (m) (1300 ft). 

With an assumed minimum allowable LRDR main beam elevation of 2 degrees, at an 

elevation of 2 m above ground level the expected maximum RF power density is well 

below the RF Controlled Area standard of 100 Watts per square meter. Therefore, the 

anticipated method of RF Safety implementation at this location would consist of a 

combination of main beam elevation control plus posted signage along the road 

commensurate with an RF Controlled Area.  

 

The analysis was also performed for the rooftop of the UEWR, the SSPARS Building 

800. This point of interest is approximately 35 m (115 ft) above ground level at a ground 

distance from LRDR of 1,120 m (3,675 ft). Preliminary indications are that RF power 

density level at this point will not exceed the RF Controlled Area safety standard of 100 

Watts per square meter with the LRDR main beam at 2 degrees elevation, although this 

level could be exceeded if the beam is pointed at a lower elevation. Similar to RF Safety 

provisions for the perimeter road, RF Safety implementation in this location will be a 

combination of LRDR main beam elevation control plus posted signage on the UEWR 

roof commensurate with an RF Controlled Area. The minimum allowable LRDR main 

beam elevation towards UEWR would be based on actual field measurements of the as-

built system during LRDR integration. 

 

Although any impacts should be mitigated based on previously described RF safety 

provisions, several items should be noted regarding the RF safety limits, measurement 

results obtained, and concept of operations. The Maximum Permissible Exposure (MPE) 

is frequency dependent and averaged over a specific time period. For S-band (the LRDR 

frequency band) the MPE is 100 Watts per square meter averaged over any contiguous 6-

minute period. This standard would allow the 100 Watts per square meter limit to be 

exceeded (up to a defined maximum) as long as the power density averages to 100 Watts 

per square meter over the 6-minute interval. Also note that the worst case MPE at any 

specific point of interest would occur when the radar beam is stationary and radiating 
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maximum power in that specific direction. The LRDR RF Safety mitigation software 

would include full knowledge of the surrounding environment and be designed to not 

allow power density to exceed the allowable levels of a controlled environment through a 

combination of modulating the transmit power and/or moving the main beam. This is 

standard operating procedure for DoD land-based radars, and LRDR would be in full 

compliance with all applicable RF safety standards.  

 

Once the specific radar system is known (Radar Contractor selected and specific equipment for 

application determined), a follow-up analysis would be provided to confirm the results of the 

preliminary analysis and establish the specific RF safety zones based on the specific equipment 

provided.  

In addition to the analysis defined above, to implement responsibilities related to the RF safety, 

CAFS has an established program, CAFS Radiation Safety Program Instruction (USAF, 2007b) 

that assigns radiation safety responsibilities to ensure all personnel, including escorted and 

unescorted visitors, do not encroach onto restricted areas. 

Therefore, based on the preliminary analysis of the LRDR system and implementation of the 

existing RF safety procedure, no significant health and safety impacts would occur due to the 

operation of the LRDR project.  

4.9.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

4.9.2.1 Construction 

A Construction Health & Safety Program (CHSP) for the site would be established during the 

initial planning stages of construction. This CHSP would incorporate all aspects of existing 

CAFS safety and health policies, new Job Hazard Analyses and Safety Plan procedures 

applicable to work being conducted.  

Construction activities would impact existing CAFS operations with additional vehicle traffic 

and deliveries which would increase vehicle accident risks slightly. Establishing alternative time 

and route patterns would reduce the potential risk for these types of equipment related concerns.  

Fuels, paints, coatings, and solvents used during construction would be addressed in the 

Contractor’s CHSP with associated SDSs for all materials, and stored and staged in the 

contractor’s HazWst storage area. Spill response and prevention would be coordinated with the 

existing CAFS Spill Management Plan (BAE, 2015b). 

The CHSP would reflect all existing CAFS fire protection and medical emergency services 

procedures. Any additional protective measures deemed necessary would be identified and 

coordinated with CAFS prior to the initiation of activities such as confined space entry rescue 

and other critical high risk actions. 
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Overall construction activities of the LRDR project would not result in significant health and 

safety impacts due to the implementation of Contractor and installation health and safety 

planning documents. 

4.9.2.2 Operation 

LRDR facilities would be subject to restricted area security procedures and would require a 

designated HazCom manager to enforce a site specific health and safety plan addressing HazWst 

concerns within these restricted areas. This LRDR HazCom manager would coordinate the 

delivery and disposal of all hazardous materials with the CAFS HWMP manager. SDSs would 

be the responsibility of the LRDR HazCom manager who would post the SDSs at all locations 

where hazardous materials would be used and stored.  

Hazardous materials which would be used during LRDR operation would be minimal and would 

consist of motor pool materials such as compressed gases, lubricants, oils, fuels, and solvents. 

Routine building maintenance and cleaning would require the use of paints, pesticides, and 

cleaning products as are already being used throughout the installation. Spill response kits and 

fire extinguishers would be made available at all storage areas.  

The LRDR installation would have new emergency diesel generators including a fuel storage 

system. This system would include several below-grade storage tanks which are double-walled, 

welded steel tanks with epoxy-coated interiors and would be placed in concrete vaults. The 

supply piping to the generators would be in double-walled underground piping equipped with a 

leak detection system. These new tanks would be integrated into the existing CAFS plans 

involving routine inspection. Confined space entry and rescue procedures would be implemented 

into all subsurface inspections as necessary. 

Safe distance zones determined by the RF analysis would be established once final Radar 

Contractor and equipment have been established. These new zones would be identified and 

documented in the existing CAFS Radio Frequency Radiation Safety Program Instruction 

(USAF, 2007b). 

Overall operation of the LRDR project would not result in significant health and safety impacts 

due to the assessment of hazards, and establishment and implementation health and safety 

procedures. 

4.9.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

Health and safety impacts associated with construction and operation of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

would be the same as those described for Alternative 1-Site 3A in Section 4.9.2. 
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4.9.4 Potential Impact of the No Action Alternative 

If the LRDR facility is not installed, there would be no impact on health and safety. 

4.9.5 Mitigation Measures - Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

No significant health and safety impacts were identified for either Alternative 1-Site 3A or 

Alternative 2-Site 3B and mitigations would not be required. BMPs including establishment and 

implementation health and safety procedures would be followed during construction and 

operation of the project under both alternatives. 

4.10 LAND USE 

4.10.1 Analysis Methods 

The evaluation considered whether the Proposed Action would result in direct impacts (e.g., 

conversion of natural forest to industrial facility) or indirect impacts (e.g., relocation a facility to 

a different area on the installation to accommodate the LRDR components) via the following 

conditions: 

 Conflict with existing land uses on surrounding properties in the area; 

 Conflict with local and Regional land use plans applicable to project areas; or 

 Conversion of existing land uses from one type to another. 

The analysis was largely based on existing, available resources, including CAFS Installation 

Development Plan (USAF, 2013a), CAFS ICRMP (USAF, 2015a), the IRP (USAF, 1993), 

CAFS INRMP (USAF, 2015b), and the EA for the “New Mission Beddown and Construction, 

CAFS, AK,” (MDA, 2012). Information obtained during a 22 July 2015, site visit was also used 

to confirm and supplement these resources.  

All potential land use impacts would largely be contained within the CAFS fence line. 

4.10.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

4.10.2.1 Construction  

Land Use Impacts. As shown on Figure 2.2-2, Alternative 1-Site 3A would be located in a 

previously disturbed area of the base compound. The location has been cleared of trees in the 

past and would involve minimal, temporary preparation before construction crews could begin 

soil disturbing activities. Temporary impacts caused by construction equipment (dust and noise 

pollution) would end once construction ceases. Although new facilities would be constructed on 

the site and it would be unavailable for other purposes (e.g., recreation, green space, residential 

housing, etc.), its use (i.e., military/defense development) would remain consistent with current 
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patterns and with the mission of CAFS. Therefore, no significant, adverse land use impacts 

would occur.  

The LRDR Man Camp would be located on previously disturbed land of the base compound and 

thus would not result in a change in land use. There would be a need to disturb soil to install 

infrastructure, but the land use impacts from this work would be minimal and temporary and 

would not affect existing land use patterns or be inconsistent with CAFS mission.  

The repair of the Clear Road and the construction of the LRDR-specific non-mission facilities 

would not result in significant land use impacts because there would be no substantive 

conversion of existing land use activities or physical attributes. 

Construction of the LRDR infrastructure and buildings would not require any substantive 

relocation or modification of any operating activities or facilities.  

Consistency with Land Use Plans and Policies. Construction activities associated with the 

LRDR would be consistent with land use management plans and policies in effect at CAFS. A 

review of CAFS Installation Development Plan, the INRMP, the ICRMP, and the IRP did not 

reveal any provisions or locations with which the LRDR construction or operation would 

conflict. In fact, the LRDR project as a whole is consistent with the mission of the 13th SWS and 

CAFS.  

In addition, it is unlikely that project construction activities would conflict with any land use and 

management plans of surrounding area because impacts associated with the LRDR facility, if 

any, (such as visual impacts, noise impacts, fugitive dust, etc.) would be largely restricted to the 

confines of CAFS. Consequently, substantive conflicts with offsite land management and land 

use plans and policies would not be expected. 

4.10.2.2 Operation 

Once construction is complete, the LRDR facility would include national defense operations, 

facilities, and activities that would be consistent with past and current operations and facilities at 

CAFS. All facilities and operations would be restricted to CAFS proper. Consequently, no 

significant impacts to land use on CAFS or in the surrounding vicinity would occur.  

No significant visual impacts would result from the project. The nearest community is located 

approximately 4 miles away from CAFS and would not experience any view of the newly 

constructed LRDR.  

During operation, the Man Camp would likely be closed and removed as there would not be a 

need to accommodate the additional workforce required for the construction phase. 

Consequently, no post-construction impacts from the Man Camp would occur during operation 
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Operation of the LRDR facility would be consistent with land use management plans and 

policies in effect at CAFS. Based on review of CAFS Installation Development Plan, INRMP, 

ICRMP, and IRP, there are no constraints from CAFS on land use associated with the LRDR 

facility. Further, the operation of the LRDR facility would be consistent with the mission of the 

13th SWS and CAFS.  

It is unlikely that project operation would conflict with any land use and management plans of 

surrounding area because impacts associated with the LRDR facility (such as visual impacts, 

noise impacts, fugitive dust, etc.) would be largely restricted to the confines of CAFS. 

Consequently, conflicts with offsite land management and land use plans and policies would not 

be expected. 

4.10.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

4.10.3.1 Construction  

Construction-related land use impacts to Alternative 2-Site 3B would be similar to those 

described for Alternative 1-Site 3A except as described in this section. Alternative 2-Site 3B is 

largely located on previously disturbed land. However, Alternative 2-Site 3B would require the 

clearing of approximately 26 acres of trees beyond the existing developed area at CAFS. The 

wooded land that is proposed to be cleared (shown on Figure 2.2-5) is owned by CAFS and 

therefore is not used for public recreational purposes (although some employees of CAFS may 

use the wooded area for recreational purposes such as hiking and fishing in the nearby lake). 

Clearing of this area for use as a component of the LRDR facility would not affect CAFS’s status 

as a military defense post, but would permanently eliminate its availability to military personnel 

as a recreational resource. Overall, however, no significant, project-related impacts to 

recreational facilities or activities would be expected because: (1) the availability of large 

expanses of public land in close proximity to CAFS and in the Region would make alternative 

recreational opportunities readily available; and (2) the use of said property for national defense 

purposes supersedes its use as a recreational resource.  

4.10.3.2 Operation 

Land use impacts associated with operation of Alternative 2-Site 3B would be the same as those 

described for Alternative 1-Site 3A in Section 4.10.2.2. 

4.10.4 Potential Impacts of the No Action Alternative 

Under the No Action alternative, the LRDR would not be constructed or operated. Site 

conditions would not be affected by the project. The existing use of the forested portion of Site 

3B would continue to be available as natural habitat and as a recreational resource to on-

installation personnel.  
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4.10.5 Mitigation Measures - Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

Regardless of the alternative selected for LRDR facilities, all personnel would use BMPs during 

construction for waste disposal, soil erosion prevention, and spill response that would help 

minimize impacts on CAFS and surrounding area.  

During operation, regardless of the sites selected for LRDR facilities, all personnel would 

conduct operation and maintenance procedures to help minimize the possibility of any 

environmental spill incidents. Additionally, BMPs for handling waste, spill response, and any 

other issues would be used to minimize impacts on CAFS and surrounding areas. 

4.11 NOISE 

Project construction would typically result in intermittent, short-term noise effects that would be 

temporary, lasting for the duration of the noise-generating construction activities. Noise-

generating construction activities would usually include excavation and grading, utility 

construction and paving, and frame building. Excavation and grading would normally involve 

the use of bulldozers, scrapers, backhoes, and trucks. The construction of buildings likely would 

involve the use of pile drivers, concrete mixers, pumps, saws, hammers, cranes, and forklifts. 

Project operation would involve the use of power generators. The noise associated with 

generators would typically be controlled by using standard silencing packages (mufflers) 

provided by the manufacturer and routine maintenance and inspection of such systems. 

No substantive impacts to ambient noise levels or sensitive receptors would be expected to occur 

due to the project construction or operation.  

4.11.1 Analysis Methods 

The evaluation of potential environmental noise impacts considered whether the Proposed 

Action, conceptually superimposed on the existing ambient noise environment would cause any 

of the following conditions: 

 Changes in ambient noise levels onsite or in the surrounding area. 

 Conflict with any applicable noise standards, guidelines, or regulations. 

4.11.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A  

4.11.2.1 Construction 

Construction activities can cause a temporary increase in sound that is well above the ambient 

level. Table 4.11-1 lists noise levels associated with common types of construction equipment. 

Construction equipment usually exceeds the ambient sound levels by 20 to 25 dBA in an urban 

environment and up to 30 to 35 dBA in a quiet suburban area.  
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Table 4.11-1 Predicted Noise Levels for Construction Equipment 
 

Construction Category 

and Equipment  

Measured Noise Level at 

50 feet (dBA)  

Clearing and Grading 

Bulldozer  82  

Grader  85  

Truck  74–81  

Roller  80  

Excavation 

Backhoe  78  

Jackhammer  89  

Building Construction 

Concrete mixer  79  

Welder  74  

Pile driver  101  

Crane  81  

Paver  77  
Source: FHWA 2006 

 

Individual equipment used for construction activities would be expected to result in noise levels 

comparable to those shown in Table 4.11-1. Noise from construction activities varies depending 

on the type of equipment being used, the area that the action would occur in, and the distance 

from the noise source. To predict how these activities impact adjacent populations, noise from 

probable equipment was estimated. For example, construction usually involves several pieces of 

equipment (e.g., bulldozers and trucks) that can be used simultaneously. Under the Proposed 

Action, the cumulative noise from the equipment, during the busiest day, was estimated to 

determine the total impact of noise from construction activities at a given distance. Examples of 

expected cumulative construction noise during daytime hours at specified distances are shown in 

Table 4.11-2.  

Table 4.11-2 Estimated Noise Levels from Construction Activities 

Distance from 

Noise Source  

(feet) 

Estimated Noise 

Level in dBA 

50  90–94 

100  84–88 

150 81–85 

200 78–82 

400 72–76 

800 66–70 

1,200 < 64 
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These sound levels were estimated by combining the noise from several pieces of equipment and 

then calculating the decrease in noise levels at various distances from the source. Because sound 

pressure levels are based on a logarithmic scale they cannot be added directly (OSHA, 2005). 

Noise attenuation was estimated using the hemispherical radiation from a point source (OSHA, 

2005). Point source attenuation is applicable in this situation as the construction equipment is 

likely to be more or less stationary and grouped together for the duration of construction; unlike 

line source attenuation used for linear features such as highways. 

No significant, construction-related noise impacts would occur at the project sites or in the 

surrounding area under Alternative 1-Site 3A. LRDR facility construction activities would be 

audible to on-installation personnel, and could be faintly audible in the communities of Clear or 

Anderson. However, sound levels would not be expected to be intrusive and any environmental 

noise impacts from LRDR construction would be temporary. LRDR construction equipment 

would be outfitted with standard noise control measures, such as mufflers on diesel engine-

powered equipment. As much as possible, noisier LRDR construction activities, such as pile-

driving, would be limited to daytime hours.  

Other than the City of Anderson’s general nuisance ordinance, there are no local restrictions or 

guidelines governing noise emissions. As indicated above, construction activities may be faintly 

audible in Anderson. However, such levels would not be to the degree that would be expected to 

result in noise complaints. 

4.11.2.2 Operation 

Potential new LRDR noise sources would include the LPP, the electrical substation, and general 

building mechanical systems. During LRDR operation under Alternative 1-Site 3A, these 

sources would be expected to contribute less overall noise to the environment than the existing 

coal-fired power plant, which would be taken out of service under a separate action. The most 

significant new noise sources would be the diesel engines that would be located within the 

shielded Power Plant building. The shielded building would be expected to significantly reduce 

the diesel engine environmental noise contribution. As needed, any outdoor diesel engine 

exhaust stacks would be outfitted with standard noise control, such as silencers, to minimize their 

environment noise impact.  

The overall environmental noise contribution from LRDR facility operation would not be 

expected to result in day-night average sound levels in excess of the USEPA 55-dBA guideline 

at the nearest residential properties in the cities of Clear or Anderson. Similarly, on-installation 

office and dormitory areas would not be exposed to any greater noise impacts than what they 

have been with the operation of the coal-fired power plant. In fact, the noise impacts would be 

less because the diesel engines at the power plant would operate only intermittently, as opposed 

to the steady-state operation of the boilers and related equipment at the existing coal-fired power 

plant. 
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The City of Anderson’s general nuisance ordinance is the only local restriction governing noise 

emissions. Operation activities would not be audible in Anderson and would not be expected to 

result in noise complaints.  

4.11.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B  

Impacts from noise associated with construction and operation of Alternative 2-Site 3B would be 

the same as those described for Alternative 1-Site 3A in Section 4.11.2. 

4.11.4 Potential Impacts of the No Action Alternative 

Under the No Action alternative, the project would not be implemented, and the new power plant 

and LRDR-associated heating, cooling, and ventilation equipment would not be installed. 

Because the decommissioning of the existing power plant (i.e., elimination of a primary on-

installation noise source) is already planned, the No Action alternative would result in lower 

noise impacts than the Proposed Action.  

4.11.5 Mitigation Measures - Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

No mitigation for noise would be required under Alternative 1-Site 3A or Alternative 2-Site 3B. 

Under both alternatives, BMPs would be followed during construction and operation activities to 

control any noise impacts.  

During construction, LRDR construction equipment would be outfitted with standard noise 

control measures, such as mufflers on diesel engine-powered equipment. As much as possible, 

noisier LRDR construction activities, such as pile-driving, would be limited to daytime hours.  

During operation, the most significant new noise sources would be the diesel engines located 

within the shielded Power Plant building. The shielded building would be expected to 

significantly reduce the diesel engine environmental noise contribution. As needed, any outdoor 

diesel engine exhaust stacks would be outfitted with standard noise control, such as silencers, to 

minimize their environment noise impact. 

4.12 SOCIOECONOMICS 

4.12.1 Analysis Methods 

For socioeconomics, the evaluation of potential impacts considered whether the Proposed Action 

would cause any of the following conditions: 

 Reduce the desirability of local housing and the residential property values in the Region. 

 Population and housing growth in the Region due to an influx of temporary (mostly 

construction) and permanent (operation) workers and their families.  

 Substantial demands on community infrastructure and services. 
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 Reduce the desirability of local businesses and commercial property values in the Region. 

 Induce population influx into the Region by providing new employment opportunities not 

otherwise anticipated, which may exert pressure on the housing market and public 

services. 

4.12.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

4.12.2.1 Construction 

Population. Project construction would occur over an approximate 5-year time period (2017 

through 2022). The number of construction personnel would average 200 personnel with a peak 

of 350. As discussed in subsequent paragraphs, some (and possibly most) workers would be 

contracted from outside of the Region. Assuming that all 350 of the workers came from outside 

the Region, and were accompanied by an average of three people (for an average of 4 persons 

total), the influx of people into the Region for purposes of construction, it would be 

approximately 1,400. From a Regional perspective, this would be insignificant, representing less 

than 1 percent of the total Regional population and less than 1.5 percent of the Fairbanks North 

Star Borough population. However, from a local perspective, this would be substantial, 

representing a greater than 75 percent increase in the Denali Borough population (assuming that 

all would reside in Denali Borough) and a 25 percent increase in the Yukon-Koyukuk Borough 

population (assuming that all would reside in the Yukon-Koyukuk Borough). This would appear 

to present the potential for significant impacts on housing, services, and infrastructure. However, 

it is possible most workers would likely reside at the Man Camp on the installation. As such, 

family members would be located elsewhere in the Region, likely in the more-populated 

Fairbanks area. Given the impact on local populations would not be as great as the figures 

presented above may imply.  

Employment and Income. Employment and income impacts would occur from the hiring of 

construction workers in the Region. For a major construction project such as the LRDR facility, 

labor would be drawn from throughout the Region and likely beyond. Figure 2.2-3 presents a 

summary of the jobs anticipated to be created during the various phases of construction. Based 

on construction personnel estimates provided by the MDA, the highest annual construction 

workforce is estimated to be 350 workers during FY 2019 and FY 2020.  

As described in Section 3.12.3, since 2008, unemployment has historically been one or two 

percentage points lower in the Region than in the U.S. on average (U.S. Census, 2010a), 

although the Region was slightly higher than the Alaska average. Due to the relatively low 

unemployment rates in the region, the LRDR project could experience difficulties recruiting 

skilled workers from within the Region and may need draw from neighboring locales, such as 

Anchorage, AK. Additionally, due to construction being a relatively small percentage of 

employment (6.4 percent in the Interior Region, 11.8 percent in Matanuska-Susitna Borough), 
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there may not be a large base of skilled workers available in the Region to complete the work by 

the desired timeframe of 2022.  

In the State of Alaska, the annual mean wage of a construction worker ranges from $49,890-

$63,590 per year (BLS, 2014). During the peak of the construction at the LRDR site, this would 

mean $17,461,500-$22,256,500 per year would be made by workers either living in or 

commuting to the Region. Due to the increased wages being earned in the Region, expenditures 

by construction workers and contractors locally could indirectly generate additional income and 

service-based employment in the area. 

 

Housing. Housing requirements for the area surrounding CAFS would be minimal, because a 

Man Camp would be constructed onsite to house the construction workers during the 

construction phase. Some workers and/or their families may choose to live offsite. If so, there 

appears to be adequate vacant housing (see Table 3.12-3) to accommodate the entire construction 

workforce housing needs in Denali Borough, Fairbanks North Star Borough, and the Region as a 

whole (assuming that a significant portion of these houses are suitable for living and available 

for rent or purchase). Consequently, the need for construction housing is not expected to cause a 

substantial impact to the housing market of the surrounding area (either availability or value of 

housing). 

4.12.2.2 Operation 

Population. Project operation would require 67 permanent workers, with most of these likely 

originating from outside of the Region, and brought in starting in 2020 when operation of the 

LRDR facility would be initiated. Assuming that all 67 of the workers would come from outside 

the Region, that all would be accompanied by families (which is a conservative assumption), and 

that each family averaged 4 people, the influx of operation-related people into the Region would 

amount to 268.  

The Region’s population is expected to increase by 33.0 percent by 2027 (U.S. Census, 2010a).  

Assuming a 2016 (start of construction) population of 201,019 (which would likely be 

conservatively low - see Table 3.12-1), this would equal an increase of 24,120 (based on a 

growth rate of 6,030 people per year) and a total population of 225,139 by 2020 (i.e., the date of 

initial operation, when LRDR workers would be moving in). LRDR workers and their families 

would represent an insignificant (approximately 0.1 percent) portion of the total Regional 

population at that point. However, the population impacts would be more substantive from a 

local perspective. The population increase represented by the workers and their families would 

amount to an approximate 15 percent increase in the Denali Borough population (assuming that 

all would reside in Denali Borough) and an approximate  percent increase in the Yukon-

Koyukuk Borough population (assuming that all would reside in the Yukon-Koyukuk Borough). 
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Initially, this would appear to present the potential for impacts on housing, services and 

infrastructure, however, it is anticipated that such impacts would be minor.  

Employment and Income. While the economic and employment benefits from construction of 

the LRDR facility would be positive, they would only provide the greatest effect during a four 

year period from 2016 through 2020. On the other hand, individual benefits derived via personal 

income and fringe benefits (such as health insurance) during operations would occur throughout 

the service life of the LRDR facility. Permanent labor would be drawn from the Region and 

beyond. Table 4.12-1 summarizes the assumed LRDR operations personnel estimates. 

Table 4.12-1 Assumed LRDR Operations Personnel Estimates 

Operation Period 
Anticipated LRDR 

Operation Activities 
Daily Duration Assumptions 

FY 2020  
(second half of the year) 

Normal Operation 
Continuous, round the clock 
operation, total 67 personnel for 
entry control and maintenance. 

FY 2021 through Indefinite 
End (year-round) 

Normal Operation 
Continuous, round the clock 
operation, total 67 personnel for 
entry control and maintenance. 

 

Based on the estimates from the MDA, 67 new permanent employees would be added to CAFS 

to operate the LRDR. This number of new employees would have an impact on demand for local 

services such as restaurants and healthcare facilities; however, the level of impact would depend 

on the location that the new employees chose to live. If they live near the facility, then the impact 

on the local services would be greater due to the smaller number of services available in the less 

populated area. If the new employees decide to live in a more populated area, (such as Fairbanks, 

AK), and commute to CAFS, then their impact on local services would not be as large due to the 

greater amount of services already available for use in the higher population living location. 

 

Housing. When considering the Region, the relatively small number of permanent positions to 

be filled for the operation of the LRDR facility would not place an onerous burden on housing. 

As indicated in Section 3.12.2, as of 2010, there were over 5,300 vacant houses in the Fairbanks 

North Star Borough and nearly 1,000 vacant houses in Denali Borough. Assuming that at least a 

portion of these houses would be suitable for living, affordable and available for sale, there 

would appear to be adequate housing available for incoming workers and their families, even if 

all 67 positions were filled by newcomers.  

 

Further, the Region’s population is expected to increase by 33.0 percent by 2027 (U.S. Census 

2010a). Assuming a 2016 (start of construction) population of 201,019 (which would likely be 

conservatively low - see Table 3.12-1), this would equal an increase of 24,120 (based on a 

growth rate of 6,030 people per year) by 2020 (initial operation, when LRDR workers would be 
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moving in). LRDR workers and their families (assuming 4 people per family for a total of 268) 

would comprise approximately 1 percent (268/24,120) of this total increase and approximately 4 

percent (268/6,030) of the annual increase. Therefore, the proportion of the housing demand 

increase represented by LRDR workers would be insignificant and would not add an undue 

burden to any Regional housing plans.  

With the addition of the new dormitory to the LRDR project the potential need for offsite 

housing and the burden on the Regional housing supply would be reduced. 

Business and Economy. The new workforce that the operation of the LRDR requires would 

place a higher demand on the personal services industry (restaurants, entertainment, groceries, 

etc.) in the immediate area surrounding CAFS. This demand may even impact the Region if 

desired services cannot be found by the new employees within the immediate area around CAFS. 

Overall, however, the operation of the LRDR would result in a relatively small increase in 

population (67 new positions and their families in a Region with 201,019 people) that would not 

noticeably increase demands on the Regional services industry, but could substantially impact 

the demand for more local (e.g., Anderson) services. In either case, the economic impact would 

be positive. 

The operation of the LRDR facility would also require the purchase of various goods and 

professional services for facility maintenance and upkeep. The demand for such goods and 

services would likely range from intermittent (e.g., equipment repairs) to continuous (e.g., 

electric power; phone service) and although positive, would not be of the magnitude that would 

significantly affect the Regional economy. At a local level, however, the impacts could be more 

substantive, particularly in cases where a service would be required on an ongoing basis. Such 

circumstances may accommodate the expansion of existing businesses (e.g., a local maintenance 

contractor adds staff to accommodate the additional work) or the startup of new businesses.  

4.12.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

Socioeconomic impacts associated with construction and operation of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

would be the same as those described for Alternative 1-Site 3A in Section 4.12.2. 

4.12.4 Potential Impacts of the No Action Alternative 

The No Action alternative would maintain the status quo with respect to demographic and 

socioeconomic conditions in the Region. Without the LRDR project, the potential for adverse 

impacts on local infrastructure and services would not be present. However, the Region would 

lose the potential for a project-induced stimulus to support economic growth and stability.  
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4.12.5 Mitigation Measures – Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

There would be no significant socioeconomic impacts from construction or operation of the 

LRDR under Alternative 1-Site 3A or Alternative 2-Site 3B. Therefore, no mitigations are 

proposed.  

4.12.5.1 Construction 

The service and healthcare industries may need to hire additional staff in all areas in order to 

meet the increased demand for services at restaurants, stores, medical offices, and other local 

businesses created by the additional workforce. The hiring should coincide with the arrival of the 

new construction workforce, meet the demand created by the new work force, and may slightly 

reduce the unemployment rate in the Region over the construction period. 

Many of the socioeconomic impacts on the Region during construction of the LRDR facility 

would be positive, particularly from increased revenue for local boroughs and numbers of jobs 

supported by construction. Any impacts to services or infrastructure would be minor. 

Consequently, mitigation measures for socioeconomic impacts would not be required or 

proposed due to construction of the LRDR. 

4.12.5.2 Operation 

The service industry may need to hire additional staff in various areas in order to meet the 

increased demand for services at restaurants, stores, medical offices, and other local businesses 

created by the additional workforce. The hiring should coincide with the arrival of the new 

operational workforce due to operation of the LRDR. 

Due to the small number of new employees that would arrive in the Region compared to the total 

population of the Region, any adverse impacts to the Region would likely not be significant. 

Mitigation measures would not be required or proposed due to operation of the LRDR. 

4.13 TRANSPORTATION  

The capacity of Parks Highway, the Main Gate, and roads on CAFS were evaluated for this EA. 

(See Figure 3.13-1 for the existing road network within and in the vicinity of CAFS). Existing 

traffic counts were obtained from the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

(ADOT&PF) along Parks Highway north of and south of CAFS and from CAFS personnel for 

traffic counts at the Main Gate. There are no traffic volume data available for internal CAFS 

roads. 

4.13.1 Analysis Methods 

Traffic volumes are typically reported as Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) amounts, which 

represent the total volume of vehicles per day (vpd) as averaged by the entire year. For the 
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analysis of two-lane highways, the Peak Hour Volume or Design Hour Volume (DHV) and 

directional distribution of traffic are a few of the main inputs for the Highway Capacity Software 

(HCS) (University of Florida, 2010). The peak hours are typically the morning and evening 

periods where motorists are traveling to and from work, respectively. The Level of Service 

(LOS) is a quantitative measurement that represents the quality of service motorists experience 

as they travel the roadways. The HCS has six LOS, ranging from LOS A to LOS F, with LOS A 

representing the best operating conditions from the traveler’s perspective and LOS F the worst. 

A LOS of E represents operating conditions at capacity of the facility, with reduced speeds, 

limited maneuverability, and extremely poor level of driver comfort and convenience. 

The existing LOS for Parks Highway just north of and south of Clear Road would be calculated 

and then the existing traffic volumes would be adjusted to the year of peak construction and year 

of operation for the LRDR facilities. Then the anticipated offsite peak construction traffic and 

operation traffic would be added to their respective baseline volumes for the particular year they 

would take effect. The LOS for the peak construction and operations would then be calculated 

and compared to the exiting condition LOS. If the LOS is lowered by two or more LOS levels, 

then mitigations would be required. Highways are typically designed to a LOS C and in some 

cases LOS D. The results of the HCS models for all three conditions (existing, peak construction, 

and operations) are provided in Appendix C. 

The analysis for the Main Gate would be based on not exceeding the capacity of the ECF using 

an ECF processing rate of 300 to 450 vehicles per hour (SDDCTEA, 2011) for a single lane with 

manual checks. This criteria is for Force Protection Condition (FPCON) Bravo +, where the 

guard checks both vehicle and occupant identifications. 

4.13.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts – Alternative 1-Site 3A 

The ADOT&PF has traffic volumes (ADOT&PF, 2013) along Parks Highway in the vicinity of 

CAFS. In addition, the DHV for the summer months along with a percentage of truck traffic was 

found in the ADOT&PF 2013. The summer months were used as the time of analysis, due to the 

higher traffic volumes on the roads during this time period. The AADT for the section of Parks 

Highway just south of Clear Road is 1,305 vpd and just north of Clear Road is 1,208 vpd. 

Existing traffic data along Parks Highway at locations south of CAFS were used to approximate 

the DHV and percentage of trucks to be used in this analysis. Thus the DHV was assumed to be 

21.5 percent of the AADT which occurs from 4 to 5 p.m. and the truck traffic was assumed to be 

16.7 percent of the DHV. The existing traffic volumes and level of service of the selected 

locations along Parks Highway in this capacity analysis are noted in Table 4.13-1. 

The existing LOS for the selected locations along Parks Highway are both LOS A. 

The existing Main Gate has the capacity to process 450 vehicles per hour (SDDCTEA, 2011) 

through the ECF, based on a single lane with the manual inspection of credentials (for both the 
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vehicle and occupant) by a security guard. Based on existing gate counts, see Appendix C, the 

peak hour of inbound traffic was 36 vehicles from 6:00 to 7:00am. Therefore the guards can 

easily process this volume of traffic, as it represents only 8 percent of the processing capacity at 

the Main Gate. The existing inbound volume of gate traffic is low since there is permanent 

housing on CAFS that accommodates a large percentage of the existing workforce.  

The widths of the existing internal roads provide adequate capacity for the current workforce at 

CAFS. The current layout of the internal roads also provides for the sufficient movement of 

people and materials to existing facilities throughout CAFS. 

Table 4.13-1 Existing Traffic Volumes and Levels of Service 

Roadway AADT
(1) 

Traffic Peak Hour 

Volume
(2) 

LOS
(3) 

Parks Highway (North 

of CAFS) 
1,208 260 A 

Parks Highway (South 

of CAFS) 
1,305 281 A 

(1) 
Two-way volume (ADOT&PF, 2013a) 

(2)
 Based on Higher Summer traffic two-way volume (ADOT&PF, 2013) 

(3)
 HCS (University of Florida, 2010) with assumed directional distribution of 50/50 

 

4.13.2.1 Construction 

Construction activities at CAFS under Alternative 1-Site 3A would take approximately 4 years to 

obtain initial capability, with the main construction effort occurring during the first 3 years. An 

additional 2 years would be required to obtain objective capability. The construction workforce 

would average approximately 200 personnel and escalate up to a maximum of 350 people during 

the peak construction period. The initial construction of the Man Camp would start in mid-2017, 

initial construction of LRDR facilities would start in mid-2016, peak construction period would 

be in FY 2019 and FY 2020, initial capability would be met in late 2020, and objective capability 

would be met beginning in FY 2022. See Section 4.12.2.1 for a detailed table describing the 

construction activities with milestones and the number of personnel expected to be working 

during each activity. 

There would be a Man Camp onsite that should support the majority, if not all of, the 

construction workers throughout the duration of construction activities. However, in conducting 

a sensitivity analysis of potential impacts to motorists on Parks Highway in the vicinity of CAFS, 

it was assumed that 25 percent of the peak construction workforce would live offsite and 
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commute daily to the LRDR site. Therefore, it was assumed 88 cars, sport utility vehicles 

(SUVs), and pickups would travel Parks Highway to access CAFS.  

There is an onsite location for borrow materials to be used for earthwork activities at the LRDR 

site and it is just south of Sites 3A and 3B. Furthermore, it is anticipated that a concrete batch 

plant would be set up onsite as well. Truck traffic from offsite sources was conservatively 

assumed to be 50 trucks a day during peak construction. Using a 10-hour window for the 

delivery of materials and equipment during the day would result in 5 trucks entering and 5 trucks 

exiting CAFS each hour. 

For the analysis, it was conservatively assumed that all of this site traffic would come from either 

the north or from the south of CAFS. Therefore, for the analysis on the 5-mile section of Parks 

Highway north of Clear Road, it was assumed all the workers would be going home to the north 

and the trucks would be coming from and going back to the north as well. Thus, the site 

generated traffic would include 88 cars going northbound for the afternoon/evening commute 

and 5 trucks going southbound to deliver goods to the LRDR site and 5 trucks were northbound 

after delivering goods to the LRDR site. Conversely, for the analysis of the 5-mile section of 

Parks Highway south of Clear Road it was assumed all the workers would be going home to the 

south and that trucks would be coming from and returning to the south as well. Again, this 

scenario was developed for a sensitivity analysis to see what the potential impact might be to 

motorists on Parks Highway taking into account very conservative assumptions.  

All of the site generated traffic was assumed to be traveling on Parks Highway during the design 

hour (or peak hour) of traffic on the highway. The existing traffic volumes were escalated up to 

the year 2018, during peak construction, to establish a base condition from which the site 

generated traffic was added and then analyzed. A traffic growth rate for travel on Parks Highway 

was obtained from ADOT&PF 2010 and resulted in an average growth rate of 1.7 percent. The 

LOS results with the construction traffic added to the baseline are shown in Table 4.13-2. 

Table 4.13-2 LRDR Peak Construction Levels of Service 

Roadway Traffic Peak Hour Volume
(1)

 LOS
(2)

 

Parks Highway 

(North of CAFS) 
381 B 

Parks Highway 

(South of CAFS) 
404 B 

(1) 
Two-way volume 

(2)
 HCS (University of Florida, 2010) 

 

The peak construction LOS for the selected locations along Parks Highway are both LOS B and 

well within the limits preferred by highway agencies. These results represent a drop of one level 

in LOS as compared to the existing condition, going from LOS A to LOS B.  
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 To assist with the processing of LRDR construction related traffic, and to keep it separate from 

the processing of the current CAFS workforce and deliveries, a new inbound lane would be 

added to the Main Gate. The Main Gate design plans states that there should be at least two 

inbound lanes in the identity check area (PDC, 2015). The construction of this second inbound 

lane would bring the EFC into compliance with the two-lane requirement. As noted previously, 

the processing technique of manual checking credentials for a single inbound lane at FPCON 

Bravo + has a capacity of 450 vehicles per hour (SDDCTEA, 2011). Therefore, even if all of the 

peak construction workforce lived offsite and had to travel through the Main Gate, in addition to 

the assumed 5 construction trucks as noted previously, that would equate to 355 vehicles. This 

total would still be less than the capacity for the processing technique that was assumed to be 

employed at the new inbound lane. This is a very conservative scenario, as it is expected a large 

portion of the construction workforce would live at the onsite Man Camp. 

As part of an effort to minimize, or eliminate to some degree, the mixing of construction related 

traffic and current CAFS traffic, a designated route would be used for all construction traffic. 

The new lane at the ECF would be used and then the construction traffic would turn south on 

Camp Avenue, west on E Street and ultimately southwest on Loop Road to Site 3A. The 

dedicated truck routes are shown on Figure 4.13-1. The borrow pit, located just south of Site 3, 

would be accessed routinely during earthwork activities. 

Once the LRDR Man Camp is constructed and occupied, then the construction workers would 

use existing roads in the southwestern part of CAFS similar to what the construction truck traffic 

would use. See Figure 4.13-2 for construction worker route from Man Camp to the LRDR sites. 

The existing road system has the capacity to accommodate anticipated construction traffic. 

It is assumed construction related traffic would travel on these existing roads and towards the 

end of construction improvements to select roads would be constructed to accommodate 

operations traffic. 
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Figure 4.13-1 Construction Truck Routes 
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Figure 4.13-2 Construction Worker Routes 
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Figure 4.13-3 illustrates the road improvements that would be made to the existing roads which 

serve the LRDR facilities during operations. The access route from A Street to the LRDR’s ECF 

would be considered primary roadways. A list of improvements for access to Site 3A follows 

(PDC, 2015): 

 Loop Road – 3,300 ft of existing road to be improved from two-lane aggregate road to a

two-lane paved road.

 E Street – 1,800 ft of existing road to be improved from a two-lane aggregate road to a

two-lane paved road.

 Camp Avenue – 400 ft of existing two-lane paved road to be improved with new base

course and pavement.

 Intersection Curve Radius Increase for Fuel Tanker Access.

o A Street and Camp Avenue Intersection.

o E Street and Camp Avenue Intersection.

 Street lighting would be installed along the access from A Street to the LRDR driveway

entrance.

4.13.2.2 Operation 

Based on information provided by MDA, there would be a total of 67 personnel needed to 

operate the LRDR facility 24 hours per day. Therefore, for this capacity analysis on Parks 

Highway it was assumed there would be 2 shifts of approximately 34 workers each shift who 

would travel 150 miles roundtrip to Fairbanks. This is a conservative assumption because most 

of the workers would be housed onsite as discussed in Section 4.2.1. It was assumed a shift 

change would occur during the peak hour of traffic on Parks Highway. The year of analysis was 

assumed to be 2023, which coincides with the completion of testing and when the site has met its 

objective capability. Similar methodology would be applied for the construction traffic analysis 

on Parks Highway will be applied for the operations traffic analysis. Thus, while assessing the 

segment of Parks Highway to the north of Clear Road, it was assumed 34 vehicles would be 

leaving the site and traveling northbound and the next shift of 34 vehicles would be arriving from 

the north and headed southbound to the site. Conversely, while assessing the segment of Parks 

Highway to the south all of the traffic would be coming from or going to the south. The LOS 

results with the operations traffic added to the baseline are shown in Table 4.13-3. 

Table 4.13-3 LRDR Operation Levels of Service 

Roadway Traffic Peak Hour Volume
(1) 

LOS
(2) 

Parks Highway (North of CAFS) 376 B 

Parks Highway (South of CAFS) 401 B 

(1) 
Two-way volume 

(2) 
HCS (University of Florida 2010) 
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Figure 4.13-3 Road Improvements for Operations 

  



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

4-66 

 

   

The operation LOS for the selected locations along Parks Highway were just like the 

construction LOS results with both segments being a LOS B and well within the limits preferred 

by highway agencies. These results represent a drop of one level in LOS as compared to the 

existing condition, going from LOS A to LOS B. This is a conservative analysis as there could 

be some housing onsite to accommodate operations personnel and thus not all of the personnel 

will live offsite. 

The Main Gate has the capacity to accommodate an additional 34 vehicles entering CAFS. The 

additional inbound lane that was for construction related traffic will now become a dedicated 

vehicle search area/lane. Therefore, there would be one main inbound lane and a secondary lane 

used primarily for security screening purposes. If there is stalled car in the main inbound lane, 

motorists could be directed to the secondary lane and it would function as the main ingress lane 

for CAFS until the stalled vehicle is removed. Conservatively assuming the LRDR operations 

personnel all live offsite, there would be a total of approximately70 vehicles (36 existing + 34 

LRDR operations staff) entering the Main Gate during the morning peak hour. This total of 70 

inbound vehicles only represents 15 percent of the processing capacity of the Main Gate. 

The road improvements constructed during the construction phase would be used to access the 

LRDR facility during its operation, refer to Figure 4.13-3. The route from A Street to the LRDR 

entrance drive would be designated a primary road and consist of two lanes, 24 ft wide asphalt 

pavement, and 4 ft wide shoulders (PDC, 2015). If Site 3B is selected, then the improvements on 

the Loop Road would extend to the west some using existing roadway alignments to tie into the 

entrance drive. The onsite road network can adequately accommodate the additional LRDR 

operations staff. 

4.13.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts – Alternative 2-Site 3B 

The potential construction and operation transportation impacts for Alternative 2-Site 3B would 

be the same as for Alternative 1-Site 3A with the following exception. For Alternative 2-Site 3B, 

during construction, the improvements along Loop Road would continue to the west and 

terminate at the LRDR driveway entrance, with its location depending on the final layout of the 

site. A new section of Loop road would also need to be constructed and is notionally shown to 

parallel the tree clearing limits on the west side of Site 3B. 

4.13.4 Potential Impact of the No Action Alternative 

Under the No Action alternative, the LRDR facility would not be constructed or operated, and 

there would be no impact on transportation. 
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4.13.5 Mitigation Measures – Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

No significant impacts to transportation have been identified for Alternative 1-Site 3A or 

Alternative 2-Site 3B. Therefore, no mitigation measures are required or recommended for 

construction or operation of the LRDR at Alternative 1-Site 3A or Alternative 2-Site 3B. 

4.14 UTILITIES 

Any utilities installed to support both construction and operations of the LRDR would not impact 

existing utilities onsite.  

4.14.1 Analysis Methods 

The 2013 Installation Development Plan (USAF, 2013a), which provides descriptions and 

capacities of the various utilities at CAFS, was reviewed. Information from this plan was 

compared to the Proposed Actions and No Action alternative to assess impacts to utilities. 

4.14.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

4.14.2.1 Construction 

Electrical Power. The commercial power source was connected and switched over in January 

2016. Routine power demands for the LRDR were anticipated when the decision to use 

commercial power was made and were planned to be address by the commercial power. For the 

LRDR construction activities, electrical power would be supplied to the LRDR Man Camp and 

distributed to its facilities by the LRDR Construction Contractor on as needed basis. These 

demands would be temporary and overall would not significantly impact planned needs from this 

power source.  

Water Supply. Groundwater wells would be used to supply the potable, fire protection, and 

cooling water to address both construction and operation needs. Water needs at the Man Camp 

would be addressed by newly drilled and installed wells. Separate wells to address potable water 

needs versus general construction and fire protection needs are anticipated (see Figure 2.2-1 for 

reference). It is anticipated that the LRDR Construction Contractor would provide any required 

treatment of potable water. The water supply pipe networks would include independent systems 

which would not be connected to the existing facilities such as those present in the Composite 

Area. Based on the information provided in Section 3.14.2 on existing needs versus planned 

personnel, it is anticipated that potable water needs from the additional planned personnel would 

be no higher than the existing demand (e.g., 350 current personnel and peak construction 

personnel at 350 personnel). All wells required would be installed in accordance with ADEC 

requirements. Once construction activities are completed, a decision would be made whether to 

retain or abandon the wells used during construction. Well abandonment, if implemented, would 

be provided in accordance with ADEC requirements. Overall, based on the demand anticipated 
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versus the water supply present, no significant impacts are anticipated from the water supply 

demand or needs address during the LRDR construction activities. 

 

Sanitary Sewer System. Sanitary sewage for general construction and Man Camp needs would 

be address by the LRDR Construction Contractor. It is anticipated that a new temporary septic 

and leach field would be provided to address this need (see Figure 2.2-1); therefore, no 

additional demand on CAFS’s current sanitary sewer and treatment system from the LRDR 

construction activities are anticipated. Provisions for the installation, operation, and closure of 

the temporary septic system would be performed in accordance with ADEC requirements. 

Overall, based on the construction sanitary sewer needs being independent of the CAFS systems, 

no significant impacts are anticipated. 

Storm Water. Storm water generated during the LRDR construction activities would be 

addressed through provisions of a General Construction Permit and Storm Water Pollution 

Prevention Permit prepared and implemented by the LRDR Construction Contractor in 

accordance with ADEC requirements. Through the General Construction and Storm Water 

Pollution Prevention Plan, BMPs would be implemented to control and manage storm water run-

off, drainage, and erosion concerns. Overall, based on the implementation of the BMPs, no 

significant impacts from storm water during construction activities are anticipated. 

Solid Waste. Solid waste generated during construction activities including refuse generated in 

the Man Camp would be address by the LRDR Construction Contractor in accordance with 

ADEC requirements. As discussed in Section 3.14.6, Denali Borough Landfill has sufficient 

capacity to handle solid waste anticipated to be generated during construction and operation 

activities. A recycling program for applicable construction-generated waste would also be 

encouraged. Overall, based on the temporary solid waste needs during construction and disposal 

capacity available, no significant impacts are anticipated. 

Heating Systems. Construction activities, especially at its peak, would primarily be provided 

during limited spring/summer/limited fall periods, therefore, minimizing the need for temporary 

heating systems. The heating systems for construction-related activities would be provided by 

the LRDR Construction Contractor and operated only on an as needed and temporary basis. No 

demands on heating systems present at CAFS are anticipated for the LRDR construction-related 

activities. Overall, based on the anticipated temporary heating system demands from 

construction activities and the systems being separate from the current systems at CAFS, no 

significant impacts are anticipated. 

4.14.2.2 Operations 

Electrical Power. The routine electrical power demands for the LRDR project were included in 

the planning when the decision was made at CAFS to use a commercial power source. This 

power source has been installed. In addition, generators for LRDR-related facilities would be 



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

4-69 

 

   

installed to provide approximately 30 MW of emergency power. No significant impacts are 

anticipated from the installation or operation of these electrical systems. 

Water Supply. The water demands for potable, fire protection, and cooling uses for the LRDR 

operations would be met by the addition of groundwater wells.  

Potable and fire protection water for the LRDR facilities would be provided by newly drilled and 

installed dedicated groundwater wells. Individual treatment systems would also be provided Due 

to the limited number of planned additional operating staff (67 total personnel anticipated); the 

overall water supply demand versus groundwater availability would be very low. Wells and 

treatment systems for the LRDR would be provided in accordance with ADEC requirements. 

Overall, based on the low potable water supply demand that would be needed for the LRDR, no 

significant impacts are anticipated.  

As described in Section 2.1.3.1, repairs and enhancements to the potable water supply systems 

(including new wells and enhanced treatment) would be implemented as a non-mission LRDR-

specific support facility action in conjunction with the dormitory and heating plant. Based on 

information provided in Section 3.14.2, the current demand is much lower than the well capacity; 

therefore; if new wells are provided and even enhanced, it is anticipated that this action would 

not result in significant impacts for the groundwater water supply. In addition to water resources 

and general utilities, because the repairs/replacements to the potable water facility will be 

provided at the existing and previously developed location, no additional significant impacts to 

other resources (e.g., biological resources, cultural resources) are anticipated.  

Cooling water for the LRDR facilities would be provided by newly drilled and installed 

dedicated groundwater wells. No treatment would be required for the cooling water prior to or 

following use. As presented in Section 2.2.1.4, the demand for cooling water associated with the 

LRDR would range between 4,000 and 8,000 GPM (Golder Associates, 2015). As described in 

Section 3.14.2, current and historic water demands for cooling water have been as high as 4,781 

GPM. After commercial power is provided (planned to be completed by Spring 2016), the coal-

fired plant would be shut down and the total demand will decrease to approximately 933 GPM 

(USAF, 2013a). Based on summing these quantities (the anticipated cooling water demand and 

the total demand after commercial power is provided) the total remaining demand could range 

from 5,000 to 8,000 GPM. Although this anticipated range is slightly higher than the current and 

historic high demand of 4,781 GPM, no significant adverse impacts would be anticipated from 

the cooling water demand. However, additional well installation and aquifer testing would be 

conducted to assess the aquifer capacities and need to multiple wells (Golder Associates, 2015). 

Sanitary Sewer System. Sanitary sewage for the LRDR operations facilities would be provided 

by two separate, independent septic tank leach field systems. These systems would be designed, 

constructed, and operated in accordance with ADEC requirements.  
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The sanitary sewer of the new dormitory used to house the LRDR operations person will be 

connected to CAFS’s existing sanitary sewer system. As discussed in Section 3.14.3, the existing 

sanitary sewer is directed to the Imhoff tank that was sized for a population of 2,000 (USAF, 

2013a).  

Overall, based on the anticipated demand versus the planned and existing sanitary sewer 

facilities no significant impacts are anticipated. 

Storm Water. Storm water generated during LRDR operations would be addressed during the 

design in accordance with all applicable UFC, local, and State requirements to mitigate storm 

water impacts from the proposed construction. The design would incorporate BMPs to control 

and manage storm water run-off, drainage, and erosion concerns. Overall, based on the 

implementation of the BMPs, no significant impacts from storm water during operation activities 

are anticipated. 

Wastewater. The wastewater to be generated during LRDR operations would primarily consist 

of cooling water. As presented in Section 2.2.1.4, the demand (and assumed wastewater 

discharge) for cooling water associated with the LRDR would range between 4,000 and 8,000 

GPM (Golder Associates, 2015), or 5.8 to 11.5 MGD. As discussed in Section 3.14.5, cooling 

water sources would ultimately discharge to Lake Sansing, which CAFS currently to monitors 

for pH and temperature in accordance the industrial wastewater discharge permit (0231DB0050). 

The permit would need to be revised based on the change in the source of the discharge. If the 

discharge rate is above the rate in the current permit, a new permit might be required based on 

the changed discharge quantities, or the current permit might be revised. The maximum 

discharge rate that could be accommodated by the wastewater system is up to 13.5 MGD. Also 

as indicated in Section 3.14.5, the previous rate of discharge from the existing coal-fired plant  

was 3 MGD and previous discharge from the Old Tech Site produced an average of 6.3 MGD 

(USAF, 2013a). When these two sources were discontinued, Lake Sansing could receive up to an 

additional 9.3 MGD. Lake Sansing also currently receives up 2 MGD from the SSPARS, which 

when combined with the anticipated cooling water flow from the LRDR would only result in a 

potential discharge of 7.8 to 13.5 MGD to Lake Sansing once the LRDR is operating. Therefore, 

comparing the anticipated LRDR discharge rates to the overall additional flow and potential 

future discharge, no significant impacts on a flow basis are anticipated from the cooling water 

discharge from Lake Sansing. 

Solid Waste. Solid waste generated during operations would include administrative and 

personnel refuse from the increase of operating staff (67 people) which would be insignificant. 

Based on the insignificant increase of solid waste anticipated, no significant impacts from solid 

waste generated during operating are anticipated. 

Heating Systems. Potential impacts to heating systems additions for the LRDR were primarily 

evaluated in Section 4.2 Air Quality. This assessment included both the emissions generated 
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from heating systems from both the new LRDR facilities plus the new dormitory planned to 

house the LRDR operations personnel. As indicated by the results presented in Section 4.2.2.2, 

air quality impacts for the operation of the overall proposed action were expected to be minor.  

Therefore, overall based on the air quality conclusion, no significant impacts are anticipated 

from the addition of the heating systems for the LRDR. 

4.14.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

Impacts related to utilities during construction and operation for Alternative 2-Site 3B would be 

the same as those described for Alternative 1-Site 3A in Section 4.14.2. 

4.14.4 Potential Impact of the No Action Alternative 

Under the No Action alternative, the LRDR facility would not be constructed or operated and 

there would be no impact on utilities. 

4.14.5 Mitigation Measures 

No significant utility impacts have been identified for Alternative 1-Site 3A or Alternative 2-Site 

3B. Therefore, no mitigations are recommended or proposed. BMPs implemented during 

construction and operations were discussed in Sections 4.14.2 and 4.14.3, respectively. 

4.15 WATER RESOURCES 

Alternative 1-Site 3A, Alternative 2-Site 3-B, and the No Action Alternative would not impact 

water resources from ground disturbing activities during construction. Short-term disturbances 

from grading and excavating land could cause wind or water soil erosion. No significant impacts 

are projected to occur to surface water from airborne sediment or surface water runoff. No 

impact to the unconfined aquifer and groundwater would occur because of its extensive area and 

depth. There would be no impacts to floodplains.  

A separate assessment of wetlands (often considered a water resource) is provided in Section 

4.16. 

4.15.1 Analysis Methods 

To establish the potential impacts to water resources, documents on the hydrology and 

hydrogeology of the area were reviewed. The planned activities were compared to existing 

activities to evaluate potential changes. Maps showing topography, watersheds and installation 

drainage were examined. The review focused on the proximity of the areas planned for proposed 

construction activities to surface waters and hydrogeology in the project area, and water quality 

in the local area.   
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4.15.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A 

4.15.2.1 Construction 

Details of LRDR construction impacts and mitigation measures for water resources from water 

supply and storm water are discussed in detail in Section 4.14.2.1. These results indicate that 

there would be no significant impacts on water resources from groundwater (water supply) 

pumping/use (groundwater) or from storm water discharges (surface water) are anticipated. 

4.15.2.2 Operations 

Details of LRDR operations impacts and mitigation measures for water resources from water 

supply and storm water are discussed in detail in Section 4.14.2.2 and show that there would be, 

no significant impacts from groundwater (water supply) pumping/use (groundwater) or from 

storm water or wastewater discharges (surface water). 

4.15.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B 

Impacts on water resources from Alternative 2-Site 3B would be the same as those described for 

Alternative 1-Site 3A in Section 4.15.2. 

4.15.4 Potential Impact of the No Action Alternative 

Under the No Action alternative, the LRDR facility would not be constructed or operated and 

there would be no impact on water resources. 

4.15.5 Mitigation Measures – Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

No significant impacts have been identified for water resources from Alternative 1-Site 3A or 

Alternative 2-Site 3B. No mitigations are recommended or proposed. BMPs that would be 

implemented during construction and operations to minimize impacts to water resources 

(groundwater and surface water) were discussed in Sections 4.14.2 and 4.14.3, respectively. 

4.16 WETLANDS 

No impacts to wetlands are likely to occur as no wetlands were identified by the NWI within the 

proposed construction locations for this project. Furthermore, delineations conducted by the 

USACE for more recent projects proposed at CAFS (MDA, 2012; USAF, 2005) did not 

encounter wetlands in the area proposed for this project.  

4.16.1 Analysis Methods 

To assess impacts for this project, the LRDR facility’s configuration and the activities associated 

with its construction and operation were conceptually superimposed on the environmental setting 

of the project site and the vicinity to determine the type and extent (in terms of magnitude and 
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duration) of impacts on the resource of interest. For wetlands, the assessment included 

considering the location and function of LRDR components and activities relative to the location 

and function of on-installation wetlands and waterbodies, and then determining the types of 

direct and indirect impacts that would occur (i.e., filling, draining, changes in storm water runoff 

flows, etc.), their duration (temporary, permanent or intermittent), their geographic influence 

(LRDR site vs CAFS vs offsite vs Regional), the project phase in which they would be affected 

(construction or operation) and their significance. The presence of wetlands was analyzed using 

the NWI (USFWS, 2015) and wetland information obtained from two previous EAs: 

 The New Mission Beddown and Construction, CAFS, AK, EA (MDA, 2012). 

 EA for Basewide Facilities Upgrade at CAFS, AK (USAF, 2005a).   

None of the known wetlands at CAFS are located in the immediate project area; therefore, 

wetlands would not be impacted by the project.  

4.16.2 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 1-Site 3A  

4.16.2.1 Construction  

Under Alternative 1-Site 3A, approximately 40 acres of land would be impacted by construction 

in areas that were previously disturbed. No impacts to wetlands would occur as no wetlands were 

identified within the area proposed for the LRDR system, the Mission Support Facilities, Lake 

Sansing, associated drainage Man Camp Areas A and B, and dormitory. 

4.16.2.2 Operation  

For Alternative 1-Site 3A, no wetlands were identified within the area proposed for the LRDR 

system or the Mission Support Facilities, so no effects on wetlands due to events such as storm 

water runoff or routine site maintenance work (which would largely consist of mowing grass 

during the growing season) are anticipated during normal operations.  

4.16.3 Potential Site-Specific Impacts of Alternative 2-Site 3B  

Under Alternative 2-Site 3B, approximately 50 acres of land would be impacted by construction, 

with all but 26 in areas that were previously disturbed. No wetlands were identified within the 

area proposed for the LRDR system or the Mission Support Facilities, so no effects on wetlands 

due to events such as storm water runoff or routine site maintenance work (which would largely 

consist of mowing grass during the growing season) are anticipated during normal operations. 

4.16.4 Potential Impacts of the No Action Alternative 

Under the No Action alternative, the LRDR would not be constructed or operated, and there 

would be no impacts to wetlands.  
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4.16.5 Mitigation Measures – Alternative 1-Site 3A and Alternative 2-Site 3B 

4.16.5.1 Construction 

No construction-related impacts to wetlands would be expected under Alternative 1-Site 3A or 

Alternative 2-Site 3B. Therefore, no wetland-specific mitigation measures are necessary or 

proposed.  

The following summarizes BMPs measures that may be proposed by MDA or USAF as a matter 

of course to ensure environmental impacts are minimized: 

 Conventional construction site BMPs for soil stabilization and erosion control measures 

would be implemented to reduce impacts to aquatic, biological and wetland resources. 

 Vegetation disturbance and tree removal would be minimized as feasible during 

construction activities. Vegetation clearing or removal would be conducted only to the 

extent necessary. 

 Revegetation of disturbed areas would be implemented in the same growing season as the 

disturbance or as soon as practicable.  

4.16.5.2 Operation 

No operation-related impacts to wetlands are expected under Alternative 1-Site 3A or Alternative 

2-Site 3B. Therefore, no wetland-specific mitigation measures are necessary or proposed. 

However, conventional storm water management and erosion control BMPs would be 

implemented during project operation to ensure that environmental impacts are minimized. Also, 

appropriate measures for controlling oil and chemical spills during operation would be 

implemented. Such measures would reduce the potential for storm water-related flow, erosion, 

and sedimentation impacts and for chemical or oil releases to water or biological resources.  

4.17 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

Cumulative impacts are considered to be the incremental impact of an action when added to 

other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency (federal 

or non-federal) or person undertakes such other actions. Cumulative impacts can result from 

individually minor, but collectively significant, actions taking place over a period of time. Unless 

otherwise noted, the cumulative impacts described would be same for Alternative 1-Site 3A and 

Alternative 2-Site 3B.   

Several other projects/activities that have been or are planned to be implemented in the project 

vicinity have been identified and are listed and briefly described below. A schedule of all 

projects/activities discussed is provided on Figure 2.2-3. 
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 Fire Station in Composite Area. Erection of concrete and steel structure with an area of 

20,667 sf; used for housing and maintaining firefighting equipment. Additional 

descriptive details of this action are provided in the 2005 Basewide EA (USAF, 2005a). 

 Consolidation of Structures in Composite Area. Modifications to existing structures to 

enhance working efficiency, conserve energy, and optimize space utilization; involved 

improvements affecting 65,000 sf of office/maintenance/living space. Additional 

descriptive details of this action are provided in the 2005 Basewide EA (USAF, 2005a). 

 Main Gate Improvements. Main gate improvements to enhance installation safety and 

security. Includes a load vehicle inspection point, installation of final denial barriers, and 

entry lane pavement repairs/improvements. Affects 40,000 sf of area at the gate entry. 

Additional descriptive details of this action are provided in the 2005 Basewide EA 

(USAF, 2005a). Lane widening at the main gate (additional construction lane) will be 

addressed as part of the main gate improvement activities. 

 Old Tech Site Demo/Cleanup. Demolition activities were discussed in detail in Section 

2.2.1.1 and in the 2001 Demolition EA (USAF, 2001a). 

 Commercial Electricity Tie-In and Heat Plant. CAFS is currently in the process of tying 

the installation into a commercial electrical power source and installation of a heating 

plant for the Composite area (could be as soon as October 2015). Specific details for this 

action were provided in a 2013 EA (USAF, 2013b). This action once implemented would 

provide electric and heating that is currently provided by the existing coal-fired power 

plant and this system would eventually be shut down, demolished, and removed from the 

installation. This EA includes additional details regarding the pending shut down, 

demolition, or removal of the coal-fired coal plant. 

The potential environmental impacts of these projects/activities have been individually assessed 

under separate actions (EAs, also shown). The potential effects of the above projects combined 

with those of the LRDR project on each environmental resource is briefly discussed below. 

Air Quality. No significant impacts to air quality were identified for the fire station, 

consolidation of the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects (USAF, 

2005a), the Old Tech Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and 

heat plant (USAF, 2013b). Of the projects listed above, the most likely project to potentially 

result in cumulative impacts to air quality are the Old Tech Site Demo/Cleanup Project and the 

commercial electricity tie-in and heat plant action. The demolition may cause some temporary 

and localized air emissions from fugitive dust and the equipment used to demolish the Old Tech 

Site. Commercial power has been connected to the facility in January 2016 and the existing coal-

fired power plant has been shut down. The emission sources that had been provided  from 

previous inventories described in Section 3.2 had included three coal-fired boilers, two diesel 

generators, the coal ash collection and storage systems, and the coal crusher facility. The shut-

down of these emission sources will significantly decrease the baseline air emissions of criteria 
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pollutants and GHGs. Considering this factor, it would be expected that, even with the 

construction and operation of the LRDR facility, the Old Tech Site Demo/Cleanup and the other 

projects mentioned above, there would be a net reduction in the air quality emissions and impacts 

in the project area. Consequently, no significant cumulative air quality impacts would result.  

Airspace. No significant impacts to airspace were identified for the fire station, consolidation of 

the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects (USAF, 2005a), the Old 

Tech Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and heat plant 

(USAF, 2013b). Due to their low vertical profile and ground-based nature, none of the above 

projects would, by themselves or in combination with other activities on CAFS, significantly 

affect airspace. Consequently, no significant project-specific or cumulative impacts on airspace 

would be expected. 

Biological Resources. No significant impacts to biological resources were identified for the fire 

station, consolidation of the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects 

(USAF, 2005a), the Old Tech Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity 

tie-in and heat plant (USAF, 2013b). CAFS is an active military installation that occasionally 

requires new construction, facility improvements, or infrastructure upgrades to continue its 

mission. Such projects can disturb or remove vegetation, disrupt wildlife and (for those involving 

impacts to aquatic systems [such as wetlands, streams, or rivers]) disrupt fish communities as 

well as the aquatic insects or plankton that supports fisheries. However, these projects have 

occurred (or would occur) in the already-developed portion of the installation, a factor which has 

the general effect of avoiding or reducing to less-than-significant any adverse impacts to local 

and Regional wildlife, botanical and aquatic communities. The abundance of better quality 

habitat in the surrounding Region further reduces the significance of any such impacts, including 

those of the Proposed Action. As such, no significant cumulative impacts on biological resources 

would  be expected. 

Cultural Resources. No significant impacts to cultural resources were identified for the fire 

station, consolidation of the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects 

(USAF, 2005a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and heat plant (USAF, 2013b). The Old Tech 

Site buildings were identified as potentially eligible for the NRHP (USAF, 2001a) and mitigation 

would be required. The implementation of the LRDR project is not expected to have any 

significant impacts on cultural resources, and therefore, no significant cumulative effects on 

cultural resources.  

Environmental Justice. No significant disproportionate impacts to minority populations, low 

income populations, or children were identified for the fire station, consolidation of the 

structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects (USAF, 2005a), the Old Tech 

Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and heat plant (USAF, 

2013b). For the above projects as well as the LRDR project, the greatest potential for 
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environmental justice impacts would occur from construction and operation-related air and noise 

emissions on off-installation low income or minority populations. However, all of these projects 

would be largely restricted to the confines of CAFS. Also, as discussed in the environmental 

justice analysis, there are no substantive concentrations of low income or minority populations in 

close proximity to CAFS and project site. As such, no significant, disproportionate cumulative 

environmental justice impacts would result.  

Geology and Soils. No significant impacts to geology and soils were identified for the fire 

station, consolidation of the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects 

(USAF, 2005a), the Old Tech Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity 

tie-in and heat plant (USAF, 2013b). The LRDR project as well as each of the above projects 

would result in a certain amount of ground-disturbing activity, which could expose soil to 

erosion during windy conditions and periods of precipitation. However, no significant 

cumulative impacts to geology and soils would result.  

Hazardous Materials & Hazardous Waste Management. No significant impacts to hazardous 

materials and hazardous waste management were identified for the fire station, consolidation of 

the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects (USAF, 2005a), the Old 

Tech Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and heat plant 

(USAF, 2013b). The LRDR project and those listed above would use certain hazardous materials 

during construction and operation such as cleaning agents, paints, solvents, and other materials, 

and produce hazardous waste such as oily rags, chemical waste, used welding rods, etc. Such 

materials would be stored, used, and disposed of according to industry and regulatory standards 

and guidelines. The amount of waste material generated by any single project or by the group as 

a whole would be relatively small and would not represent an undue burden on disposal 

facilities. Therefore, no significant cumulative impacts are expected.  

Health & Safety. No significant impacts to health and safety were identified for the fire station, 

consolidation of the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects (USAF, 

2005a), the Old Tech Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and 

heat plant (USAF, 2013b). CAFS uses an internal security system aimed at protecting CAFS 

facilities and personnel from unauthorized access by enemies of the state and the general public. 

Such systems would be continued and enhanced as needed with the implementation of the LRDR 

project by itself or in combination with the projects identified above. Likewise, safety and 

pollution prevention measures would be implemented to protect the general public from health 

and safety risks (e.g., oil spills, noise emissions, air emissions, project vehicular traffic, etc.) 

posed by any or all of said projects. Considering this factor and the fact that air quality and noise 

impacts are expected to be individually and cumulatively negligible, no significant cumulative 

impacts to health and safety are anticipated.  
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Land Use. No significant impacts to land use were identified for the fire station, consolidation of 

the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects (USAF, 2005a), the Old 

Tech Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and heat plant 

(USAF, 2013b). All land use impacts associated with the construction and operation of the 

LRDR facility would be confined to the general area of current operations and would meet land 

use management plans for the facility. There would be no noticeable impacts observed by nearby 

communities, as the land use impacts would be largely contained within the fence line of CAFS. 

Consequently, no significant cumulative land use impacts would be expected. 

Noise. No significant impacts to noise were identified for the fire station, consolidation of the 

structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects (USAF, 2005a), the Old Tech 

Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and heat plant (USAF, 

2013b). Regardless of the configuration of the proposed LRDR facility and the other future 

proposed activities, there would be no significant cumulative impacts to ambient noise levels 

within the boundaries of CAFS or in the surrounding area. This is because substantive noise 

emissions from the LRDR project or any of the other would largely consist of temporary, 

construction/demolition-related, noise-producing activities and/or intermittent noise emissions 

from testing at the power plant and therefore, would not result in continuous, intrusive individual 

or cumulative noise emissions. In addition, noise control measures would be put into practice to 

maintain noise emissions at appropriate levels. 

Socioeconomics. No significant impacts to socioeconomics were identified for the fire station, 

consolidation of the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects (USAF, 

2005a), the Old Tech Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and 

heat plant (USAF, 2013b). For each of the above projects, as well as the LRDR project, local 

traffic patterns would likely be disrupted during project construction. Otherwise, individually 

and in combination, these projects would result in largely positive, although insignificant, 

socioeconomic impacts on the local communities.  

Transportation. No significant impacts to transportation were identified for the fire station, 

consolidation of the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects (USAF, 

2005a), the Old Tech Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and 

heat plant (USAF, 2013b). The most noticeable transportation impacts associated with the 

construction and operation the projects would include: (1) equipment and materials deliveries 

made during the construction stages; and (2) worker commuter traffic during both construction 

and operation. While such impacts may be noticeable, they would not cause substantial traffic 

delays or pattern changes – whether considered alone as a single project or cumulatively – 

because of the sparse population and low traffic volumes that characterize the area.  

Utilities. No significant impacts to utilities were identified for the fire station, consolidation of 

the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects (USAF, 2005a), the Old 



 

 

Final LRDR EA, CAFS, AK  June 2016 

4-79 

 

   

Tech Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and heat plant 

(USAF, 2013b). It is likely that project development would place additional demand on local 

utilities including electrical, water treatment, wastewater/storm water management, etc. 

However, CAFS facilities have been designed and constructed to provide capacity for a certain 

degree of future development. In addition, CAFS has adopted plans for responding to future 

utility needs. Finally, the MDA has included measures in the LRDR project for addressing 

project-specific utility needs to minimize impacts on existing utilities. These measures would be 

expected to reduce or eliminate cumulative impacts on local utilities. 

Water Resources. No significant impacts to airspace were identified for the fire station, 

consolidation of the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects (USAF, 

2005a), the Old Tech Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and 

heat plant (USAF, 2013b). It is likely that project development would place additional demand 

on water supply, water treatment, and wastewater/storm water management facilities and 

resources. The LRDR project itself would require little water during the construction phase, but 

approximately 5.8 to 11.5 MGD of groundwater for once-through cooling purposes during 

operation. The project would discharge this same amount of resulting heated effluent into Lake 

Sansing.  

As stated previously, the withdrawal of this amount of groundwater would have no substantive 

effect on the quantity or quality of water in the source aquifer. Considering that the projects 

listed above would have little or no water demands that would add to that of the LRDR project, 

no significant cumulative impacts on groundwater resources during either construction or 

operation would be expected. 

With regards to storm water, the LRDR project as well as each of the above projects would result 

in a certain amount of ground-disturbing activity and establishment of additional impervious 

surfaces, which could increase storm water runoff and expose soil to erosion during periods of 

precipitation. However, all of the projects would implement storm water management measures 

during construction and operation which would reduce individual storm water runoff impacts to 

less-than-significant levels. Further, the increase in the amount of additional impervious surfaces 

at CAFS that would result from the combined development of the LRDR project and others 

would be negligible. Consequently no significant cumulative impacts to storm water runoff 

quantities, rates or patterns at CAFS would result.  

The amount of wastewater that would be generated by the other projects considered in these 

cumulative impacts – whether individually or as a whole – would be but a small fraction of that 

produced by the LRDR facility. Therefore, the cumulative effect of the combined wastewater 

impacts of the LRDR project and the others would be insignificant.  

Wetlands. No significant impacts to wetlands were identified for the fire station, consolidation 

of the structures in the composite area, main gate improvements projects (USAF, 2005a), the Old 
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Tech Site demo/cleanup (USAF, 2001a), or the commercial electricity tie-in and heat plant 

(USAF, 2013b). CAFS property (including that proposed for development for the LRDR facility) 

has been surveyed for wetlands. As indicated in the wetlands section, no jurisdictional wetlands 

occur in the area that would be disturbed by any configuration of the LRDR project. Therefore, 

no adverse cumulative effects on wetlands would occur. 

4.18 SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

A summary of the BMPs proposed by MDA or the USAF to ensure environmental impacts are 

minimized as part of the MDA or USAF Proposed Actions and Action Alternatives is presented 

in Table 4.18-1. These BMPs are management measures routinely implemented by MDA and the 

USAF and are not considered mitigations. 

Table 4.18-1 Summary of Proposed Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

Resource BMPs
1
 

Air Quality - 

Construction 

Proper maintenance of construction vehicles and equipment.  

Apply dust inhibitors such as water or surfactants. 

Revegetate disturbed areas. 

Air Quality – 

Operation 

Maintain adherence to air permits. 

Keep equipment in good operating condition. 

Airspace - 

Construction 

No specific BMPs identified. 

Airspace - Operation Maintain restricted area information on aeronautical charts and in FAA 

Airport Guides. 

Utilize specific design features of the LRDR to ensure that HIRF 

impinging on aircraft will not exceed HIRF limits. 

Biological - 

Construction 

Standard dust suppression techniques and vehicle maintenance programs 

to minimize emissions from fugitive dust and vehicle exhaust. 

Soil stabilization and erosion control measures reduce indirect biological 

resource impacts. 

Minimize vegetation disturbance. 

Employ invasive species management such as washing of equipment to 

remove dirt and debris prior to use at the site, appropriately disposing of 

and treating spoil and treating spoil and vegetation contaminated with 

invasive species, and revegetating with local native plant species.  

Implement guy-wire BMPs to extent practicable for calibration antennas 

(if used), such as use of self-supporting towers/structures, monopole 

structures, and daylight markers. 

Biological - 

Operation 

Include storm water management 

Continue erosion control measures, as needed. 

Follow spill prevention and control measures. 

Follow existing installation plans such as the Invasive Species Control 

Plan and INRMP. 
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Table 4.18-1 Summary of Proposed Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

Resource BMPs
1
 

Cultural Resources - 

Construction 

Follow ICRMP and AFI procedures for cultural resource management. 

Cultural Resources – 

Operation 

Follow ICRMP and AFI procedures for cultural resource management. 

Environmental Justice 

- Construction 

Follow BMPs for other resources. 

Environmental Justice 

– Operation 

Follow BMPs for other resources. 

Geology and Soils - 

Construction 

Stabilize disturbed areas as soon as possible. 

Stockpile and reuse topsoil when possible. 

Geology and Soils – 

Operation 

Maintain vegetation to prevent erosion. 

Hazardous Materials 

and Hazardous Waste 

Management - 

Construction 

Follow CAFS and Contractor-developed hazardous materials and 

hazardous waste plans and procedures including training.  

Hazardous Materials 

and Hazardous Waste 

Management – 

Operation 

Follow CAFS hazardous materials and hazardous waste plans and 

procedures including training. 

Health & Safety - 

Construction 

Follow CAFS safety plans and procedures. 

Prepare and follow JHAs. 

Employ engineering controls, including sound insulating equipment. 

Provide hearing protection when noise levels are expected to be above 

85 dBA. 

Health & Safety – 

Operation 

Follow CAFS safety plans and procedures. 

Prepare and follow JHAs. 

Land Use - 

Construction 

Follow waste disposal procedures. 

Implement erosion control measures. 

Follow spill prevention procedures. 

Land Use - Operation Follow waste disposal procedures. 

Follow spill prevention procedures. 

Noise - Construction Use equipment with appropriate mufflers and keep properly maintained. 

Perform noisier activities (such as pile driving) during day-light hours. 

Noise - Operation Employ engineering controls such as installing standard noise control 

measures (i.e., silencers). 

Socioeconomics - 

Construction 

No specific BMPs identified. 

Socioeconomics – 

Operation 

No specific BMPs identified. 

Transportation - 

Construction 

Follow established policy and guidelines. 

Use existing roads, as possible. 
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Table 4.18-1 Summary of Proposed Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

Resource BMPs
1
 

Obtain and comply with permits for oversize loads, as needed. 

Evaluate road use and conditions on an ongoing basis and repair, as 

needed. 

Control potential soil erosion, maintain culverts, ditches, and catch 

basins. 

Transportation – 

Operation 

Follow established policy and guidelines. 

Evaluate road use and conditions on an ongoing basis and repair, as 

needed. 

Control potential soil erosion, maintain culverts, ditches, and catch 

basins. 

Utilities - 

Construction 

Provide for storm water management during construction (see Water 

Resources). 

Utilities - Operation Provide for storm water management (see Water Resources). 

Water Resources - 

Construction 

Standard dust suppression techniques including applying water or 

surfactants. 

Implement soil stabilization and erosion control measures. 

Minimize vegetation disturbance. 

Use existing roads as much as possible. 

Water Resources – 

Operation 

Include storm water management 

Continue erosion control measures, as needed. 

Follow spill prevention and control measures. 

Follow existing plans such as the INRMP. 

Wetlands - 

Construction 

Implement soil stabilization and erosion control measures. 

Minimize vegetation disturbance and tree removal. 

Revegetate disturbed areas in the same growing season as the 

disturbance or as soon as practicable. 

Wetlands - Operation BMPs implemented for biological resources, storm water control, 

hazardous wastes and hazardous materials would also serve to protect 

wetlands. 

Notes: 

1. General BMPs listed. This is not intended to be an exhaustive, all-inclusive, list of BMPs to 

be employed during implementation of the alternatives. 
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APPENDIX A-1  

PRE-LRDR ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  

AGENCY AND NATIVE COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Dr. Fathima Siddeek (Zeena),  

Alaska Department of Environmental 

Conservation 

Air Permits Program Supervisor 

410 Willoughby Ave, Ste. 303 

P.O. Box 111800 

Juneau, AK 99801 

907-465-5303 

Fathima.siddeek@alaska.gov 

Coordinating meeting held on 07/23/15. 

Meeting minutes provided in Administrative 

Record.  

 

Patrick Dunn, Air Permits Program 

Alaska Department of Environmental 

Conservation 

619 E Ship Creek Ave, Ste. 249 

Anchorage, AK 99501  

907-268-7582 

Patrick.dunn@alaska.gov 

Coordinating meeting held on 07/23/15 

Meeting minutes provided in Administrative 

Record.  

 

Dr. Judith E. Bittner, Chief 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Office of History and Archaeology 

Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources 

550 W. 7
th

 Avenue, Suite 1260 

Anchorage, AK  99501-3557 

907-269-8400 

Coordinating meeting held on 07/23/15 

Meeting minutes provided in Administrative 

Record.  

 

Shina duVall  State Archaeologist 

State Historic Preservation Office 

550 W. 7
th

 Avenue, Suite 1310 

Anchorage, AK  99501-3565 

907-269-8720 

Shina.duvall@alaska.gov 

Coordinating meeting held on 07/23/15 

Meeting minutes provided in Administrative 

Record.  Additional follow-up correspondence 

provided to SHPO, see Appendix A-3.  

 

Jim Rypkema, Water Discharge Authorization 

Alaska Department of Environmental 

Conservation 

Storm Water & Wetlands 

555 Cordova St 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

907-334-2288 

James.Rypkema@alaska.gov 

Coordinating meeting held on 07/23/15 

Meeting minutes provided in Administrative 

Record.  

 

Lee Johnson, Drinking Water 

Alaska Department of Environmental 

Conservation 

Wells & Permitting 

610 University Ave 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 

907- 451-2179 

Lee.Johnson@alaska.gov 

Coordinating meeting held on 07/23/15 

Meeting minutes provided in Administrative 

Record.  

 

mailto:Fathima.siddeek@alaska.gov
mailto:Patrick.dunn@alaska.gov
mailto:Shina.duvall@alaska.gov
mailto:James.Rypkema@alaska.gov
mailto:Lee.Johnson@alaska.gov
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Tonya Bear, Water Discharge Authorization 

Alaska Department of Environmental 

Conservation 

Groundwater Discharges (leachfield/cooling) 

610 University Ave 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 

907- 451-2177 

Tonya.Bear@alaska.gov 

Coordinating meeting held on 07/23/15 

Meeting minutes provided in Administrative 

Record.  

 

Shawna Laderach, Drinking Water 

Alaska Department of Environmental 

Conservation 

Non-drinking water wells 

610 University Ave 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 

907- 451-5032 

Shawna.Laderach@alaska.gov 

Coordinating meeting held on 07/23/15 

Meeting minutes provided in Administrative 

Record.  

 

Jennifer Curtis, NEPA Reviewer 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Alaska Operations Office 

222 W. 7th Ave. #19 

Anchorage, AK 99513-7588 

907-271-6324 

curtis.jennifer@epamail.epa.gov 

Contacted by phone - No meeting/no review 

required, would like courtesy copy. 

 

Brooke Merrell 

National Park Service 

907-644-3510 

Brooke_Merrell@nps.gov 

Contacted by phone – No meeting required 

but would plan to review EA. 

 

Jeanne Proulx 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Mining, Land & Water 

Northern Region Office 

3700 Airport Way 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 

Jeanne.proulx@alaska.gov 

Contacted by phone – No meeting required 

but would plan to review EA 

 

Joanne Kuykendall 

USDA Natural Resource Conservation 

Service  

590 University Ave., Suite B 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 

907-479-3159 

Contacted by phone - No need to review or be 

involved. 

Kathy Morgan 

Nenana Native Council 

PO Box 369  

Nenana, AK  99760 

907-832-5461 

See correspondence in Appendix A-2. 

 

Jewel Bennett – Branch Chief 

Conservation Planning 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Fairbanks Federal Building 

101 12th Avenue 

Fairbanks, AK 99701-6236 

907-456-0324 

Jewel_bennett@fws.gov 

Contacted by email and phone, no response 

received. 

 

mailto:Tonya.Bear@alaska.gov
mailto:Shawna.Laderach@alaska.gov
mailto:curtis.jennifer@epamail.epa.gov
mailto:Brooke_Merrell@nps.gov
mailto:Jeanne.proulx@alaska.gov
mailto:Jewel_bennett@fws.gov
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Donald Young 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

1300 College Road 

Fairbanks, AK 99701 

907-459-7233 

Don.young@alaska.gov 

Contacted by email, no response received in 

regards to meeting. 

 

Mark Wallace 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers   

USACE Alaska District 

PO Box 6898  

JBER, AK 99506-0898 

Mark.N.Wallace@usace.army.mil  

Contact has been provided in regards to field 

verification of project specific wetland 

impacts. 
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CAFS LRDR EA
Clear Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska

Summary of Emissions During Operation of CAFS

2020 2021 2022
NOX 85.09 114.57 117.93
VOC 76.85 102.47 102.52
SO2 0.17 0.24 0.28
PM2.5 2.56 3.44 3.50
PM10 3.10 4.23 4.51
CO 47.35 63.41 64.25
GHG ‐ CO2e Basis 16,501 23,139 26,552

Notes [ ]:
1. Emissions for 2020 are based on operations beginning in April (9 months of the year) for the diesel generator, 3 mmBtu/hr 
    boilers and 6 mmBtu boilers.  Emissions for 2021 are based on operations for a full annual period for the previously 
    mentioned emission sources and operations beginning in October of 2021 for the 7 mmBtu/hr boiler.  Emissions for 2022 
    are based on operations for a full annual period for all emission sources.  

Pollutant
ANNUAL EMISSIONS (TPY) [1]

B-2-1



CAFS LRDR EA
Clear Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska

Air Emissions Estimate for Power Plant Emergency Generators

Basis:
Number of Units 8
Fuel Diesel Fuel Oil
Power Rating 3,600 kW
Heat Input 33.50 mmBtu/hr
Heating Value of Fuel 137,000 Btu/gal [2]

Fuel Burn Rate 245 gal/hr [1]

Hours of Operation 500 hours per year
Density of Fuel 7.05 lb/gal [2]

Sulfur Content of Fuel 0.0015 % [3]

Global Warming Potentials [4]

CO2 1
CH4 25
N2O 298

Pollutant Mass Emission Rate
g/kw-hr lb/mmBtu Notes (lb/hr) 2020 [11] 2021 [12] 2022 [12]

CO 3.50 [8] 27.78 41.6674 55.56 55.56
NOX 6.40 [8] 50.79 76.19 101.59 101.59
PM 0.20 [8] 1.59 2.38 3.17 3.17
PM10 0.20 [5] 1.59 2.38 3.17 3.17
PM2.5 0.20 [5] 1.59 2.38 3.17 3.17
SO2 0.0065 [6] 0.052 0.08 0.10 0.10
VOC 6.40 [8,9] 50.79 76.19 101.59 101.59
GHG-Mass -- -- [7] 5,462 8,193 10,924 10,924
CO2 -- 1.63E+02 [10] 5,461.73 8,193 10,923 10,923
CH4 -- 6.61E-03 [10] 0.22 0.33 0.44 0.44
N2O -- 1.32E-03 [10] 4.43E-02 0.07 0.09 0.09
GHG-CO2e -- -- [7] 5,480 7,458 9,944 9,944
CO2 -- -- [4] 5,462 7,432 9,910 9,910
CH4 -- -- [4] 5.54 7.54 10.05 10.05
N2O -- -- [4] 13.2 17.97 23.96 23.96

Notes [ ]: 
1.  Based on manufacturer's specifications for Caterpillar C175-20 Engine Generator Set - 3600 ekW maximum 
     power rating. 
2.  Based on diesel fuel characteristics listed in Reference 2.
3.  Based on the requirements of 40 CFR Part 63, Subpart ZZZZ and 40 CFR Part 80.510(b).
4.  CO2 equivalents (CO2e) are given in metric tonnes and are based on the global warming potential for applicable pollutant as listed in
     Table A-1 to Subpart A of 40 CFR Part 98 - Global Warming Potentials.
5.  Conservatively assumed all particulate matter emissions are less than 2.5 micrometers in diameter.
6.  Assumed all sulfur in the fuel is converted to SO2.
7.  The GHG emissions is the sum of all applicable GHG pollutants.
8. Emission limits for Tier II engine manufactured after 2006 and >560 kW - 40 CFR §89.112(a), Table 1. 
9. Emission limit provided by Tier II standards is for NOX+NMHC. Engine VOC emissions were conservatively
assumed to be equal to the entire emission limit of 6.4 g/kW-hr. 
10. Emission factors obtained from 40 CFR Part 98, Tables C-1 & C-2. 
11. Operation is expected to start in April 2020 (9 months of the year).
12. 2021 and 2022 represent a full year of operation and annual period going forward. 

References: 
1.  USEPA, AP-42, Fifth Edition, Vol. I.  Chapter 3 "Stationary Internal Combustion Sources", Section 3.4 "Large
     Stationary Diesel and All Stationary Duel-Fuel Engines".  October 1996.

a. Table 3.4-1 "Gaseous Emission Factors for Large Stationary Diesel and All Stationary
Duel-Fuel Engines".

2.  USEPA, AP-42, Fifth Edition, Vol. I.  Appendix A "Miscellaneous Data & Conversion Factors".  September 1985.

Annual Emissions (tpy)
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CAFS LRDR EA
Clear Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska

Air Emissions Estimate for 3 MMBtu/hr Boilers

Basis:
Number of Boilers 2
Fuel Diesel Fuel Oil

Boiler Information
Heat Input 3.0 MMBtu/hr [1]

Heating Value of Fuel 137,000 Btu/gal[2]

Fuel Burn Rate 22 gal/hr
Hours of Operation (Per Boiler) 8,760 hours per year
Annual Fuel Usage (Cumulative) 383,650 gal/year
Sulfur Content of Fuel 0.0015 %

Miscellaneous Data
Density of Fuel Oil 7.05 lb/gal[2]

SO2 to SO3 Conversion Rate 100 % by volume (assumed)
Molecular Weight of Sulfur 32 lb/lb-mol
Molecular Weight of Oxygen 16 lb/lb-mol
Molecular Weight of Hydrogen 1 lb/lb-mol

Global Warming Potentials [10]

CO2 1
CH4 25
N2O 298

Boiler Emissions Summary
Pollutant

(lb/gal) (lb/MMBtu) Notes (lb/hr) 2020 [11] 2021 [12] 2022 [12]

CO 0.005 0.036 [5] 0.11 0.72 0.96 0.96
NOX 0.02 0.146 [5] 0.44 2.88 3.84 3.84
PM (total) 0.0033 0.0241 [2,3,5] 0.072 0.47 0.63 0.63
PM (filterable) 0.0020 0.0146 [2,3,5] 0.044 0.29 0.38 0.38
PM (condensable) 0.0013 0.0095 [2,3] 0.028 0.19 0.25 0.25
PM10 -- 0.012 [7] 0.04 0.24 0.32 0.32
PM2.5 -- 0.003 [7] 0.009 0.06 0.08 0.08
SO2 2.12E-04 1.54E-03 [4] 4.63E-03 0.03 0.04 0.04
VOC 2.52E-04 1.84E-03 [8] 5.52E-03 0.04 0.05 0.05
GHG-Mass -- -- [9] 489.19 3,213.95 4,285.26 4,285.26
CO2 -- 1.63E+02 [6] 489 3,213.79 4,285.06 4,285.06
CH4 -- 6.61E-03 [6] 1.98E-02 0.13 0.17 0.17
N2O -- 1.32E-03 [6] 3.97E-03 0.03 0.03 0.03
GHG-CO2e -- -- [9] 491 2,925.51 3,900.68 3,900.68
CO2 -- -- [10] 489 2,915.50 3,887.34 3,887.34
CH4 -- -- [10] 0.50 2.96 3.94 3.94
N2O -- -- [10] 1.18 7.05 9.40 9.40

Notes [ ]: 
1.  Based on preliminary vendor data.
2.  Based on fuel characteristics listed in Reference 2.
3. Total particulate matter is the sum of filterable and condensable PM, given in AP-42 (Reference 1b).
4.  Assumed all sulfur in the fuel is converted to SO2.
5.  Criteria pollutant emission factors obtained from AP-42 (Reference 1a) for boilers < 100 Million Btu/hr.
6. Emission factors obtained from 40 CFR Part 98, Tables C-1 & C-2. 
7. Particle size distribution obtained from AP-42 (Reference 1c). 
8. AP-42 includes VOCs within Total Organic Compounds (TOCs), which also includes 
semi-volatile organic compounds and condensable organic compounds (Reference 1d).
9.  The GHG emissions is the sum of all applicable GHG pollutants.
10.  CO2 equivalents (CO2e) based on the global warming potential for applicable pollutant as listed in
     Table A-1 to Subpart A of 40 CFR Part 98 - Global Warming Potentials.
11. Emissions for 2020 are based on operations beginning in April (9 months of the year).
12. Emissions for tons in 2021 and 2022 are based on operations for a full annual period. 

References: 
1.  USEPA, AP-42, Fifth Edition, Vol. I.  Chapter 1 "External Combustion Sources", Section 1.3 "Fuel Oil
     Combustion".  September 1999.

a. Table 1.3-1 "Criteria Pollutant Emission Factors for Fuel Oil Combustion".
b. Table 1.3-2 "Condensable Particulate Matter Emission Factors for Oil Combustion"
c. Table 1.3-6 "Cumulative Particle Size Distribution and Size-Specific Emission Factors for 

Uncontrolled Industrial Boilers Firing Distillate Oil."
d. Table 1.3-3 "Emission Factors for Total Organic Compounds (TOC), Methane, and Nonmethane TOC (NMTOC)

From Uncontrolled Fuel Oil Combustion."
2.  USEPA, AP-42, Fifth Edition, Vol. I.  Appendix A "Miscellaneous Data & Conversion Factors".  September 1985.

Mass Emission Rate (per unit) Annual Emissions (tpy)
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CAFS LRDR EA
Clear Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska

Air Emissions Estimate for 6 MMBtu/hr Boilers

Basis:
Number of Boilers 2
Fuel Diesel Fuel Oil

Boiler Information
Heat Input 6.0 MMBtu/hr [1]

Heating Value of Fuel 137,000 Btu/gal[2]

Fuel Burn Rate 44 gal/hr
Hours of Operation (Per Boiler) 8,760 hours per year
Annual Fuel Usage (Cumulative) 767,299 gal/year
Sulfur Content of Fuel 0.0015 %

Miscellaneous Data
Density of Fuel Oil 7.05 lb/gal[2]

SO2 to SO3 Conversion Rate 100 % by volume (assumed)
Molecular Weight of Sulfur 32 lb/lb-mol
Molecular Weight of Oxygen 16 lb/lb-mol
Molecular Weight of Hydrogen 1 lb/lb-mol

Global Warming Potentials [13]

CO2 1
CH4 25
N2O 298

Boiler Emissions Summary
Pollutant

(lb/gal) (lb/MMBtu) Notes (lb/hr) 2020 [11] 2021 [12] 2022 [12]

CO 0.005 0.036 [5] 0.22 1.44 1.92 1.92
NOX 0.02 0.146 [5] 0.88 5.75 7.67 7.67
PM (total) 0.0033 0.0241 [2,3,5] 0.145 0.95 1.27 1.27
PM (filterable) 0.0020 0.0146 [2,3,5] 0.088 0.58 0.77 0.77
PM (condensable) 0.0013 0.0095 [2,3] 0.057 0.37 0.50 0.50
PM10 -- 0.012 [7] 0.07 0.47 0.63 0.63
PM2.5 -- 0.003 [7] 0.017 0.11 0.15 0.15
SO2 2.12E-04 1.54E-03 [4] 9.26E-03 0.06 0.08 0.08
VOC 2.52E-04 1.84E-03 [8] 1.10E-02 0.07 0.10 0.10
GHG-Mass -- -- [9] 978.37 6,427.90 8,570.53 8,570.53
CO2 -- 1.63E+02 [6] 978 6,427.58 8,570.11 8,570.11
CH4 -- 6.61E-03 [6] 3.97E-02 0.26 0.35 0.35
N2O -- 1.32E-03 [6] 7.94E-03 0.05 0.07 0.07
GHG-CO2e -- -- [9] 982 5,851.01 7,801.35 7,801.35
CO2 -- -- [10] 978 5,831.01 7,774.67 7,774.67
CH4 -- -- [10] 0.99 5.91 7.88 7.88
N2O -- -- [10] 2.37 14.10 18.80 18.80

Notes [ ]: 
1.  Based on preliminary vendor data.
2.  Based on fuel characteristics listed in Reference 2.
3. Total particulate matter is the sum of filterable and condensable PM, given in AP-42 (Reference 1b).
4.  Assumed all sulfur in the fuel is converted to SO2.
5.  Criteria pollutant emission factors obtained from AP-42 (Reference 1a) for boilers < 100 Million Btu/hr.
6. Emission factors obtained from 40 CFR Part 98, Tables C-1 & C-2. 
7. Particle size distribution obtained from AP-42 (Reference 1c). 
8. AP-42 includes VOCs within Total Organic Compounds (TOCs), which also includes 
semi-volatile organic compounds and condensable organic compounds (Reference 1d).
9.  The GHG emissions is the sum of all applicable GHG pollutants.
10.  CO2 equivalents (CO2e) based on the global warming potential for applicable pollutant as listed in
     Table A-1 to Subpart A of 40 CFR Part 98 - Global Warming Potentials.
11. Emissions for 2020 are based on operations beginning in April (9 months of the year).
12. Emissions for tons in 2021 and 2022 are based on operations for a full annual period. 

References: 
1.  USEPA, AP-42, Fifth Edition, Vol. I.  Chapter 1 "External Combustion Sources", Section 1.3 "Fuel Oil
     Combustion".  September 1999.

a. Table 1.3-1 "Criteria Pollutant Emission Factors for Fuel Oil Combustion".
b. Table 1.3-2 "Condensable Particulate Matter Emission Factors for Oil Combustion"
c. Table 1.3-6 "Cumulative Particle Size Distribution and Size-Specific Emission Factors for 

Uncontrolled Industrial Boilers Firing Distillate Oil."
d. Table 1.3-3 "Emission Factors for Total Organic Compounds (TOC), Methane, and Nonmethane TOC (NMTOC)

From Uncontrolled Fuel Oil Combustion."
2.  USEPA, AP-42, Fifth Edition, Vol. I.  Appendix A "Miscellaneous Data & Conversion Factors".  September 1985.

Mass Emission Rate (per unit) Annual Emissions (tpy)
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CAFS LRDR EA
Clear Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska

Air Emissions Estimate for 7 MMBtu/hr Boilers

Basis:
Number of Boilers 1
Fuel Diesel Fuel Oil

Boiler Information
Heat Input 7.0 MMBtu/hr [1]

Heating Value of Fuel 137,000 Btu/gal[2]

Fuel Burn Rate 51 gal/hr
Hours of Operation (Per Boiler) 8,760 hours per year
Annual Fuel Usage (Cumulative) 447,591 gal/year
Sulfur Content of Fuel 0.0015 %

Miscellaneous Data
Density of Fuel Oil 7.05 lb/gal[2]

SO2 to SO3 Conversion Rate 100 % by volume (assumed)
Molecular Weight of Sulfur 32 lb/lb-mol
Molecular Weight of Oxygen 16 lb/lb-mol
Molecular Weight of Hydrogen 1 lb/lb-mol

Global Warming Potentials [13]

CO2 1
CH4 25
N2O 298

Boiler Emissions Summary
Pollutant

(lb/gal) (lb/MMBtu) Notes (lb/hr) 2020 [11] 2021 [12] 2022 [12]

CO 0.005 0.036 [5] 0.26 0.00 0.28 1.12
NOX 0.02 0.146 [5] 1.02 0.00 1.12 4.48
PM (total) 0.0033 0.0241 [2,3,5] 0.169 0.00 0.18 0.74
PM (filterable) 0.0020 0.0146 [2,3,5] 0.102 0.00 0.11 0.45
PM (condensable) 0.0013 0.0095 [2,3] 0.066 0.00 0.07 0.29
PM10 0.012 [7] 0.08 0.00 0.09 0.37
PM2.5 0.003 [7] 0.020 0.00 0.02 0.09
SO2 2.12E-04 1.54E-03 [4] 1.08E-02 0.00 0.01 0.05
VOC 2.52E-04 1.84E-03 [8] 1.29E-02 0.00 0.01 0.06
GHG-Mass -- -- [9] 1,141.43 0.00 1,249.87 4,999.48
CO2 -- 1.63E+02 [6] 1,141 0.00 1,249.81 4999.23
CH4 -- 6.61E-03 [6] 4.63E-02 0.00 0.05 0.20
N2O -- 1.32E-03 [6] 9.26E-03 0.00 0.01 0.04
GHG-CO2e -- -- [9] 1,145 0.00 1,137.70 4,550.79
CO2 -- -- [10] 1,141 0.00 1,133.81 4535.23
CH4 -- -- [10] 1.16 0.00 1.15 4.60
N2O -- -- [10] 2.76 0.00 2.74 10.96

Notes [ ]: 
1. Based on preliminary vendor data.
2. Based on fuel characteristics listed in Reference 2.
3. Total particulate matter is the sum of filterable and condensable PM, given in AP-42 (Reference 1b).
4. Assumed all sulfur in the fuel is converted to SO2.
5. Criteria pollutant emission factors obtained from AP-42 (Reference 1a) for boilers < 100 Million Btu/hr.
6. Emission factors obtained from 40 CFR Part 98, Tables C-1 & C-2.
7. Particle size distribution obtained from AP-42 (Reference 1c).
8. AP-42 includes VOCs within Total Organic Compounds (TOCs), which also includes 
semi-volatile organic compounds and condensable organic compounds (Reference 1d).
9. The GHG emissions is the sum of all applicable GHG pollutants.
10. CO2 equivalents (CO2e) based on the global warming potential for applicable pollutant as listed in
     Table A-1 to Subpart A of 40 CFR Part 98 - Global Warming Potentials.
11. Emissions for 2020 are based on operations beginning in April (9 months of the year).
12. Emissions for tons in 2021 and 2022 are based on operations for a full annual period.

References: 
1. USEPA, AP-42, Fifth Edition, Vol. I.  Chapter 1 "External Combustion Sources", Section 1.3 "Fuel Oil

Combustion".  September 1999.
a. Table 1.3-1 "Criteria Pollutant Emission Factors for Fuel Oil Combustion".
b. Table 1.3-2 "Condensable Particulate Matter Emission Factors for Oil Combustion"
c. Table 1.3-6 "Cumulative Particle Size Distribution and Size-Specific Emission Factors for 

Uncontrolled Industrial Boilers Firing Distillate Oil."
d. Table 1.3-3 "Emission Factors for Total Organic Compounds (TOC), Methane, and Nonmethane TOC (NMTOC)

From Uncontrolled Fuel Oil Combustion."
2. USEPA, AP-42, Fifth Edition, Vol. I.  Appendix A "Miscellaneous Data & Conversion Factors".  September 1985.

Mass Emission Rate (per unit) Annual Emissions (tpy)
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CAFS LRDR EA
Clear Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska

Air Emissions Estimate for Worker Vehicles During Operations

2020 2021 and 2022 VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 NOx CO2 SO2 VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 NOx CO2 SO2 VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 NOx CO2 SO2 VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 NOx CO2 SO2

Passenger Car 268 9 12 150 0.367 3.890 0.013 0.011 0.247 322.9 0.002 0.15 1.55 0.01 0.00 0.10 117 0.001 0.20 2.07 0.01 0.01 0.13 156 0.001 0.20 2.07 0.01 0.01 0.13 156 0.001
Light Duty Truck 268 9 12 150 0.420 4.941 0.016 0.014 0.415 415.0 0.003 0.17 1.97 0.01 0.01 0.17 150 0.001 0.22 2.63 0.01 0.01 0.22 200 0.002 0.22 2.63 0.01 0.01 0.22 200 0.002

0.31 3.52 0.01 0.01 0.26 267 0.002 0.42 4.70 0.02 0.01 0.35 356 0.003 0.42 4.70 0.02 0.01 0.35 356 0.003

Notes [ ]: 
1.  It is assumed that the fleet of worker vehicles will be 50% passenger cars and 50% light‐duty gasoline trucks.
2.  Trips per month is based on the maximum number of workers during operation of the proposed action as listed in the DOPAA.
      A maximum of 67 workers are expected daily which is split between the two vehicle types.  The workers include additional security
      and maintenance personnel.  It is assumed that the workers will live and work at CAFS 5 days a week, and travel to Fairbanks, AK the remaining 2 days a week.
3.  Months per year assumes that operation starts in April of 2020.  2021 will be the first full year of operation.
4.  Total miles/trip is an average roundtrip distance traveled by the worker vehicles in the area surrounding the Clear AFS site
      to account for indirect emissions during operation of the proposed action. The analysis assumes this distance 
      to include staff traveling from the mancamp to ammenities available in Fairbanks, AK, 75 miles away for a round trip of 150 miles.
5.  The emission factors are from the United States Air Force (USAF) Air Conformity Applicability Model (ACAM).  
      The ACAM model emission factors are derived from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
      Motor Vehicle Emission Simulator (MOVES) computer model output. Emission factors for the vehicle types are the same for 2020 and 2021.
6.  The total annual emissions for CO2 emission is in units of metric tons per year.  The total annual emissions 
      for VOC, CO, PM10, PM2.5, NOx, and SO2 is provided in units of tons per year.

2022
Estimated Annual Air Emissions (tons/year) [6]

Total Annual Emissions

Emission Factor (g/mi) [5]
Vehicle Type [1]

Trips/
Month [2]

Miles/
Trip [4]

2020 2021Months/Year [3]
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CAFS LRDR EA
Clear Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska

Description of Fuel Storage Tanks During Operations

Fuel Tank 
Diameter [1] 

(ft)

Fuel Tank 
Length [1] 

(ft)

Type of Fuel 
Tank [2]

Fuel Tank 
Capacity [2] 

(gal)

Number of 
Tanks [2]

Number of RICE 
Engine Boilers 

[2]

Hours Per 
Year of RICE 
Engines and 

Boilers [3]

Fuel 
Consumption 

Rate [4] (gal/hr)

Annual Fuel 
Consumption 

(gal/yr) [5]

3.7 4 Vertical 200 1 2 8760 22 385,440
3.7 4 Vertical 200 1 2 8760 44 770,880
7.6 6 Vertical 1,200 8 8 500 244.5 978,000
10 85 Horizontal 50,000 4 -- -- -- 2,134,320

Notes [ ]: 
1.  The fuel tank diameter and length dimensions for the vertical day tanks given in an email from Kirk Heer on 8/27/2015.  The horizontal bulk tank 
dimensions were estimated using the National Board Standards from Engineering Toolbox Website (http://www.engineeringtoolbox.com/fuel-oil-storage-
tanks-dimensions-d_1585.html) as a guide and interpolated by the correct capacity to an approximate size.  These numbers are used as input into the 
USAF's ACAM model to estimate VOC emissions from the fuel storage tanks.                                                                                                                                                                                                 
2.  The fuel storage tank parameters (i.e., type, number, and capacity) are based on information contained in the proposed action's DOPAA.

4.  Fuel consumption rates are based on the manufacturer's specifications for a Caterpillar C175-20 Engine Generator Set - 3600 ekW maximum operating 
at maximum load and boiler heating value. 

3.  The emission anlayis for the backup RICE engines assumes that the engines will operate 500 hours or less per year.  The emission analysis for the 
boilers assumes that they are both running all day, all year (8760 hours).

5. The annual consumption for the bulk fuel oil tanks (50,000 gallon tanks) is based on the sum of the amount of fuel consumed by the RICE engines and 
boilers. 
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CAFS LRDR EA
Clear Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska

Air Emissions Estimate for Fuel Storage Tanks During Operations

VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 NOx CO2 SO2 VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 NOx CO2 SO2 VOC CO PM10 PM2.5 NOx CO2 SO2

Fuel Storage Tanks 0.231 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.308 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.308 0 0 0 0 0 0

Notes [ ]: 
1.  The fuel storage tanks will emit VOC's during operations.  The amount of VOC's emitted was estimated using the
      USAF's ACAM model using as input the dimensions of the tank and the amount of turnovers per year for each tank.

Emission Activitiy
2020 2021 2022

Estimated Annual Air Emissions (tons/year) [1]
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APPENDIX C-1 

HCS RESULTS FOR PARKS HIGHWAY 
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Main Gate at Clear Air Force Station

Hourly Traffic Counts (Inbound & Outbound)

Counts performed by CAFS personnel

 INBOUND COUNT

Day of Wk 0:00 1:00 2:00 3:00 4:00 5:00 6:00 7:00 8:00 9:00 10:00 11:00 12:00 13:00 14:00 15:00 16:00 17:00 18:00 19:00 20:00 21:00 22:00 23:00 Daily#

6-Sep-15 Sun 6 6 2 2 2 0 4 5 6 4 7 4 6 8 3 2 1 1 69

7-Sep-15 Mon 1 2 2 0 1 4 6 3 1 4 3 2 1 2 2 1 5 3 9 2 7 8 5 5 79

8-Sep-15 Tue 0 3 3 2 2 9 34 16 9 4 7 6 5 3 7 6 4 8 3 6 1 0 0 0 138

9-Sep-15 Wed 1 0 0 1 2 7 36 22 4 6 9 8 3 0 1 4 3 4 1 5 8 4 6 1 136

10-Sep-15 Thu 0 1 1 0 1 13 16 32

454

 Total AVG: 1 2 2 1 2 8 20 12 4 4 5 4 3 3 4 4 5 5 5 6 5 4 3 2

 OUTBOUND COUNT

Day of Wk 0:00 1:00 2:00 3:00 4:00 5:00 6:00 7:00 8:00 9:00 10:00 11:00 12:00 13:00 14:00 15:00 16:00 17:00 18:00 19:00 20:00 21:00 22:00 23:00

6-Sep-15 Sun 9 10 5 4 1 3 2 1 6 10 6 2 2 5 1 5 0 0 72

7-Sep-15 Mon 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 4 2 0 1 0 0 2 2 4 7 7 4 4 4 0 0 44

8-Sep-15 Tue 0 1 0 2 0 0 2 2 2 3 2 6 3 2 3 6 11 25 4 4 4 2 2 1 87

9-Sep-15 Wed 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 5 5 3 4 3 10 7 4 7 10 32 9 5 9 7 2 3 129

10-Sep-15 Thu 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 5

337

 Total AVG: 0 1 0 1 1 0 3 5 4 3 2 17 4 4 4 6 8 17 6 5 5 5 1 1
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 

Request for Public Document Review for the  

Long Range Discrimination Radar Environmental Assessment, Clear Air Force Station, AK 

Public Comment Period May 2, 2016 through June 2, 2016 

The Missile Defense Agency (MDA) and Air Force Space Command (AFSPC) have prepared a Proposed Final 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and unsigned Proposed Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) to evaluate the 
potential environmental impacts associated with the deployment of a Long Range Discrimination Radar (LRDR) 
system at Clear Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska (AK). The LRDR system supports defense of the United States. 

The Proposed Action would involve the construction and operation of a missile defense radar system complex in the 
Pacific Region at CAFS which would support a radar, command and control components and other associated 
facilities. The Proposed Action would include mission and support facilities including the mission control facility, 
radar equipment shelter and foundation, entry control facility with a secure boundary, back-up power with fuel 
storage, maintenance facility, new dormitory and associated steam heat addition, and other miscellaneous 
improvements and infrastructure such as roads, water, sewer and electrical substation.  

Alternatives evaluated included two alternatives at CAFS and the No Action Alternative. 

The Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI are available for review in electronic form on the MDA 
website at http://www.mda.mil//news/environmental_reports.html. They are also available for review in printed form 
at the following libraries: 

Anderson Village Library Noel Wien Library Nenana Public Library 
Reference Section Reference Section 2

nd
 and Market Street

First Street 1215 Cowles Street Nenana, AK 99760 
Anderson, AK 99744 Fairbanks, AK 99701 

MDA will accept written comments on the Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI during the public 
comment period, which extends for a period of 30 days from May 2, 2016 through June 2, 2016. 

MDA requests and welcomes your comments via e-mail to envgrp@mda.mil (preferred) or by regular mail to: 

Missile Defense Agency MDA/DPFE 
Attention: Mr. Dan Spiegelberg 
5222 Martin Road 
Redstone Arsenal, AL 35898 

Comments must be received by June 2, 2016 to ensure they are considered and become part of the official record. 
For more information, please visit http://www.mda.mil/news/environmental_reports.html or contact Ms. Debra 
Christman, MDA Public Affairs, at 719-338-1071 or by email at mda.info@mda.mil.  

Public comments on this Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI are requested pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All written comments received during the comment 
period will be made available to the public and considered during final EA and FONSI preparation. Providing private 
address information with your comment is voluntary and such personal information will be kept confidential unless 
release is required by law. However, address information will be used to compile the project mailing list and failure to 
provide it will result in your name not being included on the mailing list. 

mailto:envgrp@mda.mil
mailto:mda.info@mda.mil
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•WET Macular Degeneration
• Diabetic Eye Diseases
• Glaucoma
• Retinal Tears

INJECTIONS FOR MACULAR
DEGENERATION & DIABETES

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

Request for Public Document Review for the

Long Range Discrimination Radar Environmental Assessment, Clear Air Force Station, AK

Public Comment Period May 2, 2016 through June 2, 2016

The Missile Defense Agency (MDA) and Air Force Space Command (AFSPC) have prepared a Proposed Final Envi-

ronmental Assessment (EA) and unsigned Proposed Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) to evaluate the potential

environmental impacts associated with the deployment of a Long Range Discrimination Radar (LRDR) system at Clear

Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska (AK). The LRDR system supports defense of the United States.

The Proposed Action would involve the construction and operation of a missile defense radar system complex in

the Pacific Region at CAFS which would support a radar, command and control components and other associated

facilities. The Proposed Action would include mission and support facilities including the mission control facility, radar

equipment shelter and foundation, entry control facility with a secure boundary, back-up power with fuel storage,

maintenance facility, new dormitory and associated steam heat addition, and other miscellaneous improvements and

infrastructure such as roads, water, sewer and electrical substation.

Alternatives evaluated included two alternatives at CAFS and the No Action Alternative.

The Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI are available for review in electronic form on the MDA website at

http://www.mda.mil//news/environmental_reports.html. They are also available for review in printed form at the following

libraries:

MDA will accept written comments on the Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI during the public com-

ment period, which extends for a period of 30 days from May 2, 2016 through June 2, 2016.

MDA requests and welcomes your comments via e-mail to envgrp@mda.mil (preferred) or by regular mail to:

Comments must be received by June 2, 2016 to ensure they are considered and become part of the official record.

For more information, please visit http://www.mda.mil/news/environmental_reports.html or contact Mr. Chris Johnson,

Director, MDA Public Affairs, at 256-450-1599 or by email at

mda.info@mda.mil.

Public comments on this Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI are requested pursuant to the National En-
vironmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All written comments received during the comment period

will be made available to the public and considered during final EA and FONSI preparation. Providing private address

information with your comment is voluntary and such personal information will be kept confidential unless release is

required by law. However, address information will be used to compile the project mailing list and failure to provide it will

result in your name not being included on the mailing list.

Anderson Village Library

Reference Section

First Street

Anderson, AK 99744

Noel Wien Library

Reference Section

1215 Cowles Street

Fairbanks, AK 99701

Nenana Public Library

2nd and Market Street

Nenana, AK 99760

Missile Defense Agency MDA/DPFE

Attention: Mr. Dan Spiegelberg

5222 Martin Road

Redstone Arsenal, AL 35898

Boating and Drinking DON’T MIX

Please be responsible when boating. 
Don’t drink and drive ANY motorized vehicle.

A public service message from the Alaska State Troopers and the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner

H

H

i=ice(sleet or freezing rain); wi=windy;

  
Y

ALMANAC

Precipitation:

Statistics for Fairbanks through 5 p.m. yest.

24 hours ending 5 p.m.  . . . . . 

Month to date. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Normal month to date  . . . . . . 

Year to date  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Normal year to date  . . . . . . . . 

Snowfall:
24 hours ending 5 p.m.  . . . . . . 

Month to date. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Normal month to date  . . . . . . . 

Season to date. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Normal season to date. . . . . . 

Temperatures:
Record High. . . . . . . . . 

Record Low  . . . . . . . . . 

Normal  High/Low  . . . . . . . 

SUN AND MOON
Sunrise. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sunset  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Length of Day

Daylight lost  . . . . . . . .

Civil twilight begins . . . . . .

Civil twilight ends . . . . . . .

Moonrise . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . .

Moonset . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ALASKA SUMMARY

STATE AND REGIONAL FORECAST

Cold Bay

Kodiak

Homer

Valdez

Juneau

Ketchikan

Fairbanks

Healy

Tok

Bethel

Nome

Tanana

Bettles Fort Yukon
Kotzebue

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are 

today’s highs and tonight’s lows.

FAIRBANKS

JUNEAU

ANCHORAGE

ARCTIC SLOPE

TANANA VALLEY

ALASKA EXTREMES

YESTERDAY
High  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

MORE ALASKA CITIES

City  Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W City  Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W City  Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W

NATIONAL TEMPERATURES

City  Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W City  Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W City  Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W

WORLD  TEMPERATURES

NATIONAL EXTREMES
High:

Key: W=weather; s=sunny; f=fair; 

pc=partly cloudy;c=cloudy; hz=haze; 

fg=fog; sh=showers; r=rain; dr=drizzle; 

mx=wintry mix (rain and snow)

City  Hi/Lo/W  Hi/Lo/W

Low:

Rain Storms Snow Ice

 

  

 

  

Anchorage

WEATHER AND FORECASTS
FAIRBANKS 5-DA  FORECAST

Barrow
Prudhoe Bay

NATIONAL WEATHER TODAY
Today’s noon positions of weather systems. Today’s highs and tonight’s lows. 

Temperature bands are highs for the day.

Yeste

Stationary front

Cold front

Warm front

Jet stream

rday for the 48 contiguous states

s>0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100<-0s

MONDAY

58° 38°

Mostly cloudy, 
scattered 

thunderstorms 

TUESDAY

56° 38°

Mostly cloudy, 
scattered rain 

showers 

WEDNESDAY

56° 38°

Partly cloudy 

THURSDAY

58° 41°

Partly cloudy 

FRIDAY

59° 41°

Partly cloudy 

0.00"

0.00"

0.02"

1.11"

1.58"

0.0"

0.0"

0.1"

60.0"

64.2"

76° in 2009

4° in 1937

54°/31°

  5:11 AM
10:26 PM

 4:57 AM

 3:51 PM

New First Full Last

May 6 May 13 May 21 May 29

29°/27°29°/27°
31°/27°31°/27°

40°/31°40°/31°
56°/36°56°/36°49°/38°49°/38°

58°/38°58°/38°
43°/32°43°/32°

54°/38°54°/38°

38°/25°38°/25°

49°/34°49°/34°
50°/38°50°/38°

36°/29°36°/29°
54°/34°54°/34°

45°/36°45°/36°
52°/40°52°/40°

47°/40°47°/40°

47°/38°47°/38° 52°/40°52°/40°

Today: Mostly cloudy 
with isolated snow 
showers. Patchy fog. 
Highs in the lower 30s. 
Tonight: Mostly cloudy 
with isolated snow 
showers. Patchy fog. 
Lows in the upper 20s. 

Today: Partly sunny 
morning. Highs mid- 
toupper 50s. Tonight: 
Mostly cloudy with 
scattered rain showers. 

Today: Partly sunny 
morning; then mostly 
cloudy with scattered rain 
showers afternoon. Highs 
upper 50s to lower 60s. 
Tonight: Cloudy with 
scattered rain showers. 

Today: Rain; heavy at 
times; diminishing in the 
afternoon. Highs around 
52. Tonight: Rain likely. 
Lows around 41. 

Today: Mostly cloudy. Highs 
in the upper 40s to mid 50s. 
Variable wind to 10 mph. 
Along Turnagain Arm and 
higher elevations; southeast 
wind 15 mph increasing to 15 
to 30 mph in the afternoon. 
Tonight: Cloudy. 

63° at Fairbanks Eiels

15° at Anaktuvuk Pass

Sun.

Low pressure will produce clouds with a chance of scattered 
showers over far eastern portions of the state today. Most of the 
state will see cloudiness, with a chance of isolated showers. The 
far north will be mainly dry, with isolated snow showers possible. 
 

96° at McAllen, TX 12° at Monarch Pass, CO

Wet weather will continue over the Northeast. Showers and thunderstorms 
will move through the Southeast along a frontal boundary located over the 
region. A few showers are possible over parts of the West Coast. 
 

Athens 71/57/0.00 71/57/r

Baghdad 98/68/0.00 101/74/pc

Beijing 84/59/0.00 63/50/r

Berlin 64/42/0.00 66/45/s

Buenos Aires 60/50/0.00 63/49/pc

Cairo 93/71/0.00 96/74/s

Calgary 69/35/0.00 78/46/s

Dublin 60/46/0.00 54/41/r

Edmonton, AB 77/46/0.00 81/50/s

Hong Kong 80/69/0.00 82/76/t

Jerusalem 95/64/0.00 79/64/pc

Johannesburg 62/46/0.00 72/51/s

Kabul 86/55/0.00 77/53/pc

London 60/35/0.00 59/41/r

Madrid 64/39/0.00 75/46/s

Mexico City 86/59/0.00 89/60/s

Moscow 64/37/0.00 67/44/pc

New Delhi 109/78/0.00 114/84/s

Oslo 46/42/0.00 48/38/c

Paris 59/35/0.00 64/47/pc

Rio de Janeiro 78/68/0.00 77/65/pc

Rome 64/55/0.00 65/57/r

Stockholm 60/30/0.00 61/39/s

Sydney 82/64/0.00 74/52/s

Tokyo 75/55/0.00 72/62/s

Toronto 50/44/0.00 51/45/r

Vancouver 66/48/0.00 75/54/s

Whitehorse 51/37/0.00 58/34/r

Yakutsk 59/42/0.00 57/34/pc

Yellowknife 60/32/0.00 64/40/s

Little Rock 82/64/0.00 70/52/ts

Los Angeles 73/58/0.00 71/56/fg

Louisville 83/64/0.16 70/51/sh

Memphis 83/64/0.02 69/55/ts

Miami 86/76/0.00 86/76/pc

Milwaukee 47/41/0.31 53/40/pc

Minneapolis 63/41/0.00 65/45/pc

Mobile 80/68/1.27 81/65/ts

Nashville 83/63/0.00 73/54/ts

New Orleans 78/70/1.98 79/68/ts

New York City 50/47/0.17 58/52/r

Norfolk 76/55/0.01 81/62/t

Oklahoma City 65/46/0.00 64/44/pc

Omaha 50/45/0.09 62/42/pc

Palm Springs 87/59/0.00 89/65/pc

Phoenix 79/59/0.00 88/65/pc

Pittsburgh 74/54/0.48 65/45/sh

Portland, OR 82/46/0.00 86/54/pc

Providence 51/41/0.01 56/48/pc

Provo 62/44/0.00 66/41/pc

Rapid City 58/32/0.00 63/40/t

Salt Lake City 65/48/0.00 66/45/pc

San Francisco 80/54/0.00 69/53/fg

Santa Fe 48/37/0.03 56/36/pc

Seattle 79/50/0.00 83/55/pc

Sioux Falls 59/40/0.10 63/40/fg

Spokane 73/43/0.00 78/52/s

St. Louis 73/57/0.40 61/50/sh

Tampa 91/72/0.00 90/74/pc

Topeka 61/45/0.00 64/43/sh

Washington, DC 59/52/0.49 80/57/t

Yakima 80/45/0.00 82/48/pc

Sitka 48/46/0.66 51/43/r

Talkeetna 55/35/0.07 54/38/c

Unalakleet 42/32/0.00 46/34/ts

Willow 55/34/0.00 54/34/c

Wrangell 55/44/1.51 57/44/r

Yakutat 47/43/0.32 50/38/r

Glennallen 53/37/0.00 52/33/sh

Kenai 52/35/0.00 51/36/c

King Salmon 57/34/0.02 50/37/sh

McGrath 59/34/0.00 58/39/ts

Northway 60/27/0.00 54/37/c

Palmer 50/38/0.00 54/39/c

Arctic Village 44/26/0.00 44/34/pc

Cordova 46/41/0.67 49/39/sh

Dillingham 53/35/0.00 51/36/sh

Eagle 62/28/0.00 57/38/ts

Fairbanks 62/36/0.00 59/39/sh

Galena 55/33/0.00 57/39/ts

Cleveland 62/54/0.53 55/44/sh

Columbia, SC 87/71/0.13 85/66/t

Dallas 75/60/0.00 70/53/pc

Denver 40/33/0.10 53/35/pc

Des Moines 49/45/0.13 63/44/sh

Detroit 55/48/0.66 58/43/r

Dover 54/49/0.68 73/55/t

Duluth 54/32/0.00 60/36/pc

El Paso 69/51/0.00 71/52/pc

Fargo 67/31/0.00 68/44/pc

Flagstaff 46/32/0.80 55/33/t

Hartford 51/44/0.05 60/47/sh

Helena 66/32/0.00 72/41/s

Honolulu 85/74/0.01 83/74/pc

Houston 84/70/0.00 78/62/ts

Indianapolis 77/60/0.02 61/48/sh

Jacksonville 87/71/0.00 89/68/t

Kansas City 61/50/0.00 60/43/sh

Knoxville 81/62/0.51 75/58/ts

Las Vegas 76/54/0.37 81/61/pc

Albany 54/45/0.08 57/44/sh

Albuquerque 53/41/0.01 62/42/pc

Aspen 49/32/0.00 51/27/pc

Atlanta 83/66/0.13 80/66/ts

Atlantic City 52/48/0.93 68/53/sh

Austin 78/66/0.00 71/54/ts

Baltimore 55/49/0.38 77/54/t

Baton Rouge 72/66/1.63 78/64/ts

Birmingham 76/66/0.20 78/60/ts

Bismarck 65/30/0.00 67/42/t

Boise 71/40/0.00 75/47/pc

Boston 53/44/0.00 50/47/sh

Buffalo 55/48/0.30 54/42/sh

Burlington, VT 51/43/0.15 51/41/sh

Casper 51/31/0.00 56/32/pc

Charleston, SC 82/73/0.03 84/69/t

Charleston, WV 80/59/1.27 74/53/t

Charlotte 80/66/1.14 83/63/t

Cheyenne 41/30/0.19 48/32/pc

Chicago 49/42/0.33 55/43/pc

YellowknifeYellowknifeJuneauJuneau

EdmontonEdmonton

VancouverVancouver

Thunder BayThunder Bay
WinnipegWinnipeg

SaskatoonSaskatoon

ReginaRegina

BillingsBillings

MinneapolisMinneapolis

DetroitDetroit

ChicagoChicago

MontrealMontreal

New YorkNew York
TorontoToronto

Washington, D.C.Washington, D.C.

Long BeachLong Beach

San FranciscoSan Francisco

PortlandPortland

SeattleSeattle

New OrleansNew Orleans

El PasoEl Paso

DenverDenver

PhoenixPhoenix

Salt Lake CitySalt Lake City

HoustonHouston

AtlantaAtlanta

DallasDallas

ChihuahuaChihuahua

La PazLa Paz

HermosilloHermosillo

MiamiMiami

MeridaMerida

Mexico CityMexico City

AcapulcoAcapulco

MontereyMonterey

GuadalajaraGuadalajara

VillahermosaVillahermosa

64°/40°64°/40°55°/44°55°/44°

81°/50°81°/50°

79°/45°79°/45°
75°/54°75°/54°

76°/44°76°/44° 71°/47°71°/47°
62°/37°62°/37° 49°/39°49°/39°

51°/45°51°/45°
59°/51°59°/51°

58°/43°58°/43°

65°/45°65°/45°

55°/43°55°/43°

83°/55°83°/55°

83°/55°83°/55°

69°/44°69°/44°

66°/45°66°/45°

53°/35°53°/35°

86°/76°86°/76°

80°/66°80°/66°

80°/57°80°/57°

69°/53°69°/53°

70°/56°70°/56°

70°/56°70°/56°

95°/63°95°/63°

78°/62°78°/62°

79°/68°79°/68°

71°/52°71°/52°

70°/53°70°/53°

100°/79°100°/79°

86°/59°86°/59°

76°/51°76°/51°

89°/60°89°/60°

84°/72°84°/72°

104°/78°104°/78°

96°/57°96°/57°

67°/51°67°/51°

 17 hours, 14 min., 17 sec.

 11:44 PM 

 7 min., 0 sec.

 3:56 AM 

gained

All forecasts, data and maps provided 

Today Sun. Today Sun. Today

Sun. Today Sun. Today Sun. Today

Sun. Today

by ©2016, The Weather Company, LLC 

WORLD

Watchdog looks to counter 
new chemical weapons threats

THE HAGUE, NETHERLANDS 
— With about 92 percent 
of the world’s declared 
chemical weapons stock-
piles destroyed, the watch-
dog agency overseeing the 
elimination of poison gas 
and nerve agents is look-
ing now to counter emerg-
ing threats from extremist 
groups while still dealing 
with unfinished business in 
Syria.

The Organization for 

the Prohibition of Chem-
ical Weapons is marking 
the April 29, 1997, entry 
into force of the Chemical 
Weapons Convention with 
a three-day conference 
starting today focusing on 
chemical safety and secu-
rity.

It appears, in the future, 
extremists and criminals 
seem more likely than 
nations to launch chemical 
attacks.

“We want to capture the 
current security threats in 
regard to chemical weap-

ons, especially from non-
state actors,” OPCW Direc-
tor-General Ahmet Uzum-
cu told The Associated 
Press at the organization’s 
headquarters in The Hague.

There have been repeated 
reports of chemical attacks 
in Syria’s devastating civil 
war and a U.N.-mandat-
ed investigation is under-
way aimed at apportion-
ing blame for nine cases 
in 2014 and 2015. A final 
report is expected shortly 
before the team’s mandate 
ends in September.

By Mike Corder 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Fairbanks to send 
three delegates to 
GOP convention  

At the Alaska Republican 
state convention over the week-
end in Fairbanks, 28 delegates 
and 25 alternates were selected 
to go to the Republican Nation-
al Convention in Cleveland this 
summer.

Fairbanks will send two 
pledged to Ted Cruz and one 
pledged to Donald Trump. 
Marco Rubio, who will hold 
onto his five delegates thanks 
to a technical reading of party 
rules, won’t have any pledged 
delegates from the Fairbanks 
area.

From Fairbanks, Cynthia 
Henry and Fred Brown were 
picked to be delegates for Cruz. 
Henry will go as the national 
committeewoman. Vonna Hus-
by will serve as the Fairbanks 
delegate for Trump. In the pool 
of alternates, Jim Holm and 
Nick Stepovich will serve as 
Fairbanks alternates for Cruz 
delegates.

Delegates are bound to vote 
for their pledged candidate 
through at least the first two 
rounds of voting for a presiden-
tial nominee at the RNC.

Accident victim 
identified

Alaska State Troopers have 
identified the man who died 
in a Parks Highway collision 
Thursday as Russell Benzel, 59, 
of Fairbanks.

Benzel was driving a box van 
when he crossed the center line 
at mile 194 and collided with 
a UPS tractor trailer driven by 
Karl Reid, 61 years, of North 
Pole, according to troopers.

The box van caught fire, and 
Benzel was pronounced dead 
at the scene by emergency per-
sonnel.

A trooper news release stated 
Reid did not suffer any injuries 
but a family member told the 
News-Miner he was treated for 
smoke inhalation and minor 
burns.

Cooperative 
Extension hosting 
free classes

The Cooperative Extension 
Service office in Fairbanks 

will host 13 free classes May 
9-13 as part of its Spring 
Extension Week.

Topics include raised-bed 
gardening, the nutrition 
in wild foods and weeds, 
heart-healthy snacks, Zumba 
fitness, forage-buying con-

siderations, making cheese 
and “How to Pick up Chicks,” 
an introduction to raising 
poultry for egg laying or for 
the freezer. Other workshops 
will cover using the Internet 
for finding useful livestock 
information, Mac computer 

basics and using smart-
phones.

Classes meet at 10 a.m., 
2 p.m. and 6 p.m. They last 
one to two hours and are 
taught by Extension agents, 
university staff and commu-
nity experts. Preregistration 
is required since class space 
is limited. The schedule, 
class descriptions and online 
registration are available at 
www.uaf.edu/ces/tanana/. 
You may also register by call-
ing 474-1530.

The Extension office is 
located at 724 27th Ave., on 
the southwest side of the 
Fairbanks Community Food 
Bank building. 

Reel Paddling 
Film Festival
is tonight  

The Reel Paddling 
Film Festival takes place 
tonight at The Blue Loon, 
2999 Parks Highway.

The festival is an interna-
tional adventure film tour 
about paddle sports. The 
show is 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$10 and are available at the 
door or online at fairbank-
spaddlers.org. The event is 
sponsored by REI and Fair-
banks Paddlers.

Photo center 
accepting entries 
for exhibit

The Alaska Photograph-
ic Center in Anchorage is 
accepting entries for Rar-
efied Light 2016, the state’s 
largest juried photography 
exhibit.

This year’s juror, Amy 
Arbus, is an award-winning 
photographer. She has had 
35 solo exhibitions world-
wide, and her photographs 
are part of the collection 
of The National Theatre in 
Norway, the New York Public 
Library and the Museum of 
Modern Art.

Submissions for Rarefied 
Light 2016 will be accepted 
through a call for entries at 
www.callforentry.org until 
6:59 p.m. May 27. Alaska 
Photographic Center mem-
bers receive a discount on 
their entry fees. 

See the APC website at 
akphotocenter.org for more 
information.
Staff and wire reports

ComeVisit Fairbanks’
First Distillery

Enjoy Tasty Drink Specials
for the Month of May

Tasting Room Hours:
W-F 5-8pm Sat 2-8pm

2922 Parks Hwy

457-1070

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

Request for Public Document Review for the

Long Range Discrimination Radar Environmental Assessment, Clear Air Force Station, AK

Public Comment Period May 2, 2016 through June 2, 2016

The Missile Defense Agency (MDA) and Air Force Space Command (AFSPC) have prepared a Proposed Final Envi-

ronmental Assessment (EA) and unsigned Proposed Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) to evaluate the potential

environmental impacts associated with the deployment of a Long Range Discrimination Radar (LRDR) system at Clear

Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska (AK). The LRDR system supports defense of the United States.

The Proposed Action would involve the construction and operation of a missile defense radar system complex in

the Pacific Region at CAFS which would support a radar, command and control components and other associated

facilities. The Proposed Action would include mission and support facilities including the mission control facility, radar

equipment shelter and foundation, entry control facility with a secure boundary, back-up power with fuel storage,

maintenance facility, new dormitory and associated steam heat addition, and other miscellaneous improvements and

infrastructure such as roads, water, sewer and electrical substation.

Alternatives evaluated included two alternatives at CAFS and the No Action Alternative.

The Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI are available for review in electronic form on the MDA website at

http://www.mda.mil//news/environmental_reports.html. They are also available for review in printed form at the following

libraries:

MDA will accept written comments on the Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI during the public com-

ment period, which extends for a period of 30 days from May 2, 2016 through June 2, 2016.

MDA requests and welcomes your comments via e-mail to envgrp@mda.mil (preferred) or by regular mail to:

Comments must be received by June 2, 2016 to ensure they are considered and become part of the official record.

For more information, please visit http://www.mda.mil/news/environmental_reports.html or contact Mr. Chris Johnson,

Director, MDA Public Affairs, at 256-450-1599 or by email at

mda.info@mda.mil.

Public comments on this Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI are requested pursuant to the National En-
vironmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All written comments received during the comment period

will be made available to the public and considered during final EA and FONSI preparation. Providing private address

information with your comment is voluntary and such personal information will be kept confidential unless release is

required by law. However, address information will be used to compile the project mailing list and failure to provide it will

result in your name not being included on the mailing list.

Anderson Village Library

Reference Section

First Street

Anderson, AK 99744

Noel Wien Library

Reference Section

1215 Cowles Street

Fairbanks, AK 99701

Nenana Public Library

2nd and Market Street

Nenana, AK 99760

Missile Defense Agency MDA/DPFE

Attention: Mr. Dan Spiegelberg

5222 Martin Road

Redstone Arsenal, AL 35898
N

Glacier Point
Services, Inc.
(907)455-7685

You could find

in the

FIND the Glacier Point card
for Septic Tank Pump…$350 value.
Retrieved card must be presented to tech or driver
BEFORE service can be performed. Covers any
pumping, thawing, plumbing or heating services
up to $350. Cannot be redeemed for CASH.

The card will be OUT on the side of the
roads & streets of Fairbanks or North
Pole in a plastic protector and easily

found in the clean-up areas around town.
In support of May 7

Annual Clean-up Day!

GET SOCIAL
The Daily News-Miner is all over social media. The 
News-Miner is on Facebook, where you can find 
local and state news as well as items we’ve shared 
from readers who are on Facebook. Go to www.
facebook.com/fairbanksDNM.
We’re also on Twitter: Our main Twitter account, 
where you can receive news updates and other 
information, is @newsminer. 
You can find many of our staff members on Twitter:
Managing Editor Rod Boyce: @FDNMeditor
Features Editor Gary Black: @FDNMfeatures
Opinion Editor Tom Hewitt: @FDNMopinion
Outdoors Editor Sam Friedman: @FDNMoutdoors
Political reporter Matt Buxton: @FDNMpolitics
City reporter Robin Wood: @FDNMcity
Borough reporter Amanada Bohman: 
@FDNMborough
Education reporter Weston Morrow:  
@FDNMschools
Community columnist Kris Capps: @FDNMkris
Sports reporter Tim O’Donnell: @FDNMsportsguy
News-Miner sports: @newsminersports

CONNECT WITH US

Circulation
Published daily.
Home Delivery Rates within the Fairbanks  
North Star Borough: 
Daily and Sunday — 13 weeks: $62.95;  
26 weeks $131.95; 52 weeks: $219.95
Weekend package $33.12 (13 weeks). 
Ask about our senior citizen rates.
Mail subscription rates:
Daily and Sunday: $389.88 per year in Alaska, 
periodicals paid at Fairbanks, Alaska. For mail 
rates elsewhere, contact Circulation.
Postmaster: Send address changes to Fairbanks 
Daily News-Miner, Box 70710, Fairbanks, AK 
99707. Member Audit Bureau of Circulation.

Advertising
For rates and deadline information, call  
459-7548. Fax: 451-8962. Email: advertising@
newsminer.com

Classifieds
Place or verify ad placement by calling  
459-7555. Fax: 452-5054. View ads or submit line 
ads via www.newsminer.com/classifieds.
Email: classifieds@newsminer.com

Contact
MANAGERS
Publisher Fuller A. Cowell: 459-7511
General Manager Kathryn Strle: 459-7512
Audience Development Director Doug Johnson: 
459-7566
Managing Editor Rod Boyce: 459-7585
Online Content Director Julie Stricker:  459-7532

NEWSROOM
Managing Editor Rod Boyce: 459-7585
Columnist Kris Capps: 459-7546
Features Editor Gary Black: 459-7504
Opinion Editor Tom Hewitt: 459-7574
Outdoors Editor Sam Friedman: 459-7545
Photo Editor Eric Engman: 459-7534
Sports Editor Danny Martin: 459-7586
Youth Editor Weston Morrow: 459-7520

IN BRIEF TODAY’S BEST BETS

NEWS-MINER FILE PHOTO

Calendar in print: A4
Calendar online: To read a full listing of 
community calendar items and to add your own 
event, please go to newsminer.com.

10 a.m.—Guided Nature Walks for all ages. Join Friends 
of Creamer’s Field Naturalists for a nature walk on the 
refuge trails to learn more about natural history of Inte-
rior Alaska and Creamer’s Field Migratory Waterfowl 
Refuge. Walks begin at the Farmhouse Visitor Center. 
Groups of six or more may arrange for other times. Infor-
mation: 452-5162.

9:30-10:30 a.m.—Zumba chair classes at the Senior 
Center, 1424 Moore St. Cost: $5. Information: 452-1735.

7:30-9:30 p.m.—Reel Paddling Film Festival at The Blue 
Loon. Sponsored by Fairbanks Padlers and REI. Cost: $10.

Moda Health leaving Alaska individual health market in 2017
By Becky Bohrer 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

JUNEAU — One of the two com-
panies offering individual health 
insurance policies for Alaskans 
announced Monday that it will 
not be participating in that mar-
ket next year.

The announcement by Moda 
Health would leave Premera Blue 
Cross Blue Shield as the only com-
pany providing individual health 
insurance policies in the state as 
of Jan. 1.

Moda said current individual 
health insurance policyholders 
and those who enroll in such plans 
in 2016 in Alaska will be covered 

through Dec. 31. The company has 
about 14,000 individual members 
in Alaska, it said.

High claim costs and a relatively 
small market have been ongoing 
concerns in Alaska. Each of the 
companies filed for average rate 
increases of close to 40 percent 
for 2016. That was on top of dou-
ble-digit rate increases for 2015.

In a release, Moda’s director of 
Alaska sales and service, Jason 
Gootee, said preliminary calcula-
tions by the company indicated it 
would need a significant premium 
increase in 2017 to be sustainable 
on the individual market.

“At some point, you can’t keep 
passing these significant costs 

on to consumers,” he said in the 
release. “Like many others, we 
want this market to have long 
term sustainability and we look 
forward to continuing the con-
versations with our many state-
wide partners on future market 
reforms.”

Late in the regular legislative 
session, Gov. Bill Walker proposed 
a program aimed at spreading the 
cost of claims for the costliest con-
ditions across all insured markets, 
rather than to have them just be 
borne by the smaller individual 
market. The legislation received 
hearings but did not reach floor 
votes. It so far has not resurfaced 
during the extended session that 

began April 18.
As of Jan. 1, as the situa-

tion stands that with Moda’s 
announcement, the choice for 
individual health coverage on or 
off the federally facilitated online 
marketplace will be Premera, said 
Lori Wing-Heier, the director of 
Alaska’s Division of Insurance. 
Wing-Heier said she learned of 
Moda’s plans Monday morning.

Gootee said Moda decided to 
leave the individual market in 
the state to focus on other lines of 
business in Alaska, such as group 
medical and individual and group 
dental plans.

Moda said it would re-evaluate 
the individual market early next 

year and consider a possible return 
“in future years.” Wing-Heier said 
under federal law, if a company 
leaves the federally facilitated 
marketplace it cannot return for 
five years.

Concerns with Moda’s finan-
cial situation prompted officials 
in Alaska and Oregon earlier this 
year to temporarily suspend Moda 
from accepting new or renewal 
policies in their respective states. 
That action was lifted thereaf-
ter when the Alaska Division of 
Insurance and Oregon Depart-
ment of Consumer and Business 
Services said they had reached an 
agreement with Moda aimed at 
stabilizing its financial position.

DIDN’T RECEIVE YOUR PAPER?
For delivery questions or problems call:  
459-7566
Customer service hours: Monday to Friday  
7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Sunday 7 a.m. to 10 a.m.  
Subscribers who do not receive papers by  
7 a.m., please call 459-7566 before 10 a.m. 
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

Request for Public Document Review for the

Long Range Discrimination Radar Environmental Assessment, Clear Air Force Station, AK

Public Comment Period May 2, 2016 through June 2, 2016

The Missile Defense Agency (MDA) and Air Force Space Command (AFSPC) have prepared a Proposed Final Envi-

ronmental Assessment (EA) and unsigned Proposed Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) to evaluate the potential

environmental impacts associated with the deployment of a Long Range Discrimination Radar (LRDR) system at Clear

Air Force Station (CAFS), Alaska (AK). The LRDR system supports defense of the United States.

The Proposed Action would involve the construction and operation of a missile defense radar system complex in

the Pacific Region at CAFS which would support a radar, command and control components and other associated

facilities. The Proposed Action would include mission and support facilities including the mission control facility, radar

equipment shelter and foundation, entry control facility with a secure boundary, back-up power with fuel storage,

maintenance facility, new dormitory and associated steam heat addition, and other miscellaneous improvements and

infrastructure such as roads, water, sewer and electrical substation.

Alternatives evaluated included two alternatives at CAFS and the No Action Alternative.

The Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI are available for review in electronic form on the MDA website at

http://www.mda.mil//news/environmental_reports.html. They are also available for review in printed form at the following

libraries:

MDA will accept written comments on the Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI during the public com-

ment period, which extends for a period of 30 days from May 2, 2016 through June 2, 2016.

MDA requests and welcomes your comments via e-mail to envgrp@mda.mil (preferred) or by regular mail to:

Comments must be received by June 2, 2016 to ensure they are considered and become part of the official record.

For more information, please visit http://www.mda.mil/news/environmental_reports.html or contact Mr. Chris Johnson,

Director, MDA Public Affairs, at 256-450-1599 or by email at

mda.info@mda.mil.

Public comments on this Proposed Final EA and unsigned Proposed FONSI are requested pursuant to the National En-
vironmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code 4321, et seq. All written comments received during the comment period

will be made available to the public and considered during final EA and FONSI preparation. Providing private address

information with your comment is voluntary and such personal information will be kept confidential unless release is

required by law. However, address information will be used to compile the project mailing list and failure to provide it will

result in your name not being included on the mailing list.

Anderson Village Library

Reference Section

First Street

Anderson, AK 99744

Noel Wien Library

Reference Section

1215 Cowles Street

Fairbanks, AK 99701

Nenana Public Library

2nd and Market Street

Nenana, AK 99760

Missile Defense Agency MDA/DPFE

Attention: Mr. Dan Spiegelberg

5222 Martin Road

Redstone Arsenal, AL 35898

452-7111 (24 hours)
3408 International Way
Fairbanks, AK 99701

www.fngas.com

SAFETY NOTICE FROM GAS UTILITY
IF YOU SMELL GAS - ACT FAST!

DON’T operate a cell phone or land line

DON’T operate any lights, garage doors, or other electrical appliances/
equipment

DON’T light matches or cigarettes

DO leave the building or area immediately and leave doors and windows open

DO call Fairbanks Natural Gas 452-7111 or 911 from a safe,
gas free location

Natural gas has a distinctive smell. That’s because mercaptan, a harmless odor kind of
like rotten eggs, is added to help you detect natural gas if it ever leaks into the air.

CALL IF YOU ACCIDENTLY DAMAGE A GAS LINE
Even if there is no apparent leak or damage

Call utility locates at least
48 hours before digging or use

ticket.akonecall.com

REMINDER TO CALL 811
BEFORE YOU DIG
It’s Fast , It’s Free and It’s the Law

414 3rd Street • 907-457-8899
Mon.-Thurs. 11-9:30 • Fri. & Sat. 11-10:30 • Sun. Noon-9:30

10% MILITARY & SENIOR (60+) DISCOUNT

Serving:

We open at 11 am!
ALL DAY BUFFET
Mother’s Day

Kids 3-6 . . . . $7.95
Kids 7-10 . . . $9.95
Kids under 3 yrs eat FREE

$1795
per person

• Snow Crab Legs
• Roast Duck
• Calamari
• Oysters
• Scallops

• Salmon
• Jumbo Shrimp
• BBQ Pork Ribs
• Beef Ribs
• Sushi Bar

• NewYork Steak

Dozens escaped from mental hospital since 2013
LAKEWOOD, WASH. — When 

a man accused of torturing 
a woman to death broke out 
of Washington state’s largest 
mental hospital with another 
patient in early April, officials 
called it a rare occurrence and 
cited only two other escapes 
in the past seven years.

But a review of police 
reports and interviews by 
The Associated Press reveal 
185 instances in which 
patients escaped or walked 
away over just the past 31/2 
years or so.

Patients have bolted out 
unsecured doors, jumped 
over fences, crawled out win-
dows, run away from staff 
during off-campus appoint-
ments and wandered off after 
being allowed outside the 
building.

Some returned on their 
own within hours, but many 
disappeared for weeks or 
longer. Police captured them 
down the street, in nearby 
cities, in faraway counties 
and in other states. Others 
were never found.

At least eight patients 
committed assaults or other 

offenses while they were out, 
authorities said.

Lakewood police reports 
obtained by the AP through a 
public records request list the 
incidents differently depend-
ing on the circumstances of 
the disappearance or who 
wrote the report, but the files 
show 71 “AWOL” patients, 43 
escapes, 70 missing persons 
and one unauthorized leave 
between the start of 2013 and 
late April of this year.

Dennis Brockschmidt, a 
nurse at the institution for 
18 years, said it is easy for 
patients to get out.

“It has happened many 
times,” he said, recalling one 
patient who kicked out win-
dows and others who picked 
locks with paper clips. One 
patient tossed his mattress 
out a third-story window and 
jumped, Brockschmidt said. 
He broke his leg but made it 
to a city 25 miles away before 
getting caught. He tried 
again six more times, the 
nurse said.

Kathy Spears, spokeswom-
an for the Department of 
Social and Health Services, 
said escapes from inside the 
hospital are “extremely rare.”

She said most reports to 

local police involve patients 
who don’t return after being 
allowed to leave hospital 
grounds for a short time — 
a practice intended to help 
them ease their way back into 
the community.

“We continue to make 
adjustments to our policies 
on grounds privileges so they 
meet the recovery needs of 
the patients, while keeping 
them, staff and the commu-
nity safe,” Spears said in a 
statement.

Most of the missing 
patients were held under 
Washington’s involuntary 
commitment law, which says 
people can be locked up if a 
mental disorder makes them 
a danger to themselves or 
others. Some of the missing 
had been hospitalized after 
being charged with such 
crimes as murder, rape, kid-
napping, assault and robbery.

Yet in most cases, the staff-
er who reported the escape 
wrote “no” in the box that 
said “Dangerous.”

“For God’s sake, many of 
these people are seriously 
dangerous,” said Dr. Richard 
Adler, a forensic psychia-
trist who has worked on civil 
commitment cases for years. 

He said patients flee without 
medications or a treatment 
plan.

In the April 6 escape that 
exposed security weaknesses 
at the 800-bed psychiatric 
hospital, Anthony Garv-
er and another man broke 
out of their locked unit by 
crawling out of a window 
of their ground-floor room. 
Garver, 28, had been institu-
tionalized after being found 

incompetent to stand trial on 
charges of murdering a wom-
an by tying her up with elec-
trical cords, stabbing her 24 
times and slashing her throat.

His fellow patient, Mark 
Alexander Adams, was 
caught the morning after the 
escape 27 miles away. Garver 
rode a bus 300 miles to Spo-
kane and hid in the woods 
near his parents’ house for 
two days before he was found 

by a search dog. Both men 
were captured without inci-
dent.

Gov. Jay Inslee reacted by 
firing the hospital’s CEO, and 
the Corrections Department 
was brought in to inspect 
the building for security 
improvements. The depart-
ment closed the ward where 
the escapees had been living 
and moved similar patients 
to a more secure area.

By Martha Bellisle 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Takata recall could more than double in size
DETROIT — U.S. auto safe-

ty regulators are in talks 
with Takata Corp. to add 
tens of millions of air bag 
inflators to what already 
is the biggest auto recall 
in American history, three 
people briefed on the mat-
ter said Tuesday.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t ’ s 
National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration 
wants the Japanese com-

pany to agree to a recall 
that could more than dou-
ble the 28.8 million Takata 
inflators that already must 
be replaced, according to 
the people who request-
ed anonymity because 
talks are still ongoing. 
An announcement could 
come as soon as today.

Unlike most  air  bag 
makers, Takata’s inflators 
use the chemical ammoni-
um nitrate to fill air bags 
in a crash. But they can 
explode with too much 

force,  blowing apart a 
metal canister and spew-
ing shrapnel into drivers 
and passengers. At least 
11 people have died world-
wide and over 100 have 
been hurt by the infla-
tors. The latest death was 
a 17-year-old Texas girl 
who got into a relatively 
minor crash while driving 
her family’s 2002 Honda 
Civic.

Neither the government 
nor Takata would say if 
more recalls are coming, 

but under an agreement 
reached with the compa-
ny last year, it must prove 
that the inflators are safe 
or begin recalling them in 
2018.

The government wants 
Takata to recall air bag 
inflators that don’t have 
a drying agent called a 
dessicant, but the size of 
the recall expansion is 
unclear, the people said. 
The expansion is likely to 
include about 35 million 
front air bag inflators on 

U.S. roads without the 
drying agent.

But that still wouldn’t 
be a total recall of Taka-
ta air bags. NHTSA has 
said there are a total of 85 
million unrecalled Takata 
inflators in U.S. vehicles, 
some with and without 
the drying agent.

S u c h  a n  e x p a n s i o n 
would cost Takata bil-
lions on top of what it 
already has spent replac-
ing inflators, raising con-
cerns about the company’s 

financial health.
Takata did say in a state-

ment that it is working 
with NHTSA and auto-
makers “to develop long-
term, orderly solutions 
to these important safety 
issues.”

N H T SA  s a i d  i t  h a s 
reviewed the findings of 
three separate investiga-
tions into the inflators and 
“will take all appropriate 
actions to make sure air 
bags in Americans’ vehi-
cles are safe.”

By Tom Krisher 
AP AUTO WRITER

NATION

An old gate and a low brick wall borders the front of Western State Hospital in 
Lakewood, Washington on Monday. AP PHOTO/TED S. WARREN
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APPENDIX D-3 

AGENCY AND NENANA NATIVE COUNCIL NOTIFICATION CORRESPONDENCE 

FOR PROPOSED FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REVIEW 

 

Notification letters of the Proposed Draft EA were sent out to the following (see addresses on 

following pages): 

 Alaska Association of Conservation Districts; Daleann “Dee” Pond 

 Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation; Gary Mendivil 

 Alaska Department of Natural Resources; Jeanne Proulx 

 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; Jennifer Curtis 

 Alaska Department of Fish and Game; Donald Young 

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Bob Henszey 

 FAA Airports Division; Robert Van Haastert 

 National Park Service; Andrea Stacy 

 National Park Service; Brooke Merrell 

 USACE, Alaska District; Mark Wallace 

 USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service; Joanne Kuykendall 

 Alaska State Historic Preservation Office; Shina Duvall 

 Nenana Native Council; Kathy Morgan 

Example letters are only provided in this appendix for the Alaska Association of Conservation 

Districts, Alaska State Historic Preservation Office, and Nenana Native Council, since other 

letters were similar in content.  
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PROPOSED FINAL EA REVIEW DISTRIBUTION LIST 

 

Daleann “Dee” Pond 

Alaska Association of Conservation Board 

Alaska Association of Conservation Districts 

Fairbanks Office 

590 University Ave., Suite B 

Fairbanks, AK  99709 

 

Robert Van Haastert 

FAA Airports Division 

Alaskan Region (AAL-600) 

222 W. 7th Ave, M/S #14 

Anchorage, AK 99513-7587  
 

Gary Mendivil  

Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation 

Division of Water Quality 

410 Willoughby Ave, Ste. 303 

P.O. Box 111800 

Juneau, AK 99801 

 

Andrea Stacy 

National Park Service 

Air Resources Division 

12795 W. Almeda Pkwy 

Denver, CO 80228 

Jeanne Proulx 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Mining, Land & Water 

Northern Region Office 

3700 Airport Way 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 

 

Brooke Merrell 

National Park Service 

Denali National Park & Preserve 

Mile 237 Parks Highway 

PO Box 9 

Denali Park, AK 99755-0009 

 

Jennifer Curtis 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Alaska Operations Office 

222 W. 7th Ave. #19 

Anchorage, AK 99513-7588 

 

Mark Wallace 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers   

USACE Alaska Division 

EN-CW-ER 

PO Box 6898  

Elmendorf AFB, AK 99709 

 

Donald Young 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

1300 College Road 

Fairbanks, AK 99701 

Joanne Kuykendall 

USDA  

Natural Resource Conservation Service  

590 University Ave., Suite B 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 

Bob Henszey  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Fairbanks Federal Building 

101 12th Avenue 

Fairbanks, AK 99701-6236 

Shina Duvall 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources 

550 W. 7
th

 Avenue, Suite 310 

Anchorage, AK 99501-3565 

 

Kathy Morgan 

Nenana Native Council 

PO Box 369  

Nenana, AK  99760 
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APPENDIX E 

COMMENTS PROVIDED DURING PROPOSED FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT REVIEW 

 

Index of Comments 

Attachment E-1 US Fish & Wildlife Service  

Attachment E-2 FAA Western Services Area Operations Support Group  

Attachment E-3 Adjutant General, Alaska National Guard  

Attachment E-4 Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Mining, Land and 

Water  

Attachment E-5 Alaska Congressman, Don Young  

Attachment E-6 FAA includes Aeronautical Study No. 2016-AAL-405-OE  

Attachment E-7 FAA Notification of Completion of Aeronautical Study No. 2016-AAL-

405-OE  

Attachment E-8 Alaska Department of Conservation  

Attachment E-9 Alaska State Historic Preservation Officer  

*Note: No comments were received from the general public. 
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Attachment	E-1	–	US	Fish	&	Wildlife	Service	

From: Charleen Buncic [mailto:charleen_buncic@fws.gov]  

Sent: Thursday, June 02, 2016 4:28 PM 

To: Spiegelberg, Daniel L CIV MDA/DPFE 

Cc: YOUNG, HEIDI J CTR DOD AFSPC 13 SWS/CENV 

Subject: Environmental Assessment Review - Long Range Discrimination Radar at Clear AFS, AK - USFWS 

Comments 

 

Dan,  

  

Attached are our comments on the above referenced EA.  Please let me know if you have any questions.  

  

Thank you for your time discussing this project with me. 

  

Charleen Buncic 

Fish & Wildlife Biologist 

Planning & Consultation Branch 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Fairbanks FWFO 

101 12th Ave., Rm. 110 

Fairbanks, AK  99701 

907.456.0276  

907.456.0208 (F) 

 

 

 











Attachment	E-2	–	FAA	Western	Services	Area	

Operations	Support	Group	

From: Katherin.CTR.Matolcsy@faa.gov [mailto:Katherin.CTR.Matolcsy@faa.gov]  

Sent: Thursday, June 02, 2016 12:53 PM 

To: eric.helms@faa.gov; Spiegelberg, Daniel L CIV MDA/DPFE 

Cc: robert.tomlinson@us.af.mil; Leslie.Grey@faa.gov; augustin.moses@faa.gov 

Subject: RE: Environmental Assessment Review - Long Range Discrimination Radar at Clear AFS, AK 

 

Hello, 

 

The FAA Western Services Area Operations Support Group has reviewed the document for airspace 

environmental concerns with regard to the proposed project.  We find no issues with the document; 

hence our review of the proposed project is complete from this office. 

 

Katherin Matolcsy 

Environmental Specialist 

Contract Support (NISC III)  

AJV-W22 Airspace & Procedures Team 

LOCKHEED MARTIN CORPORATION 

1601 Lind Avenue SW 

Renton, WA  98057 

Office (425) 203-4526 

Katherin.CTR.Matolcsy@faa.gov 

Katherin.m.matolcsy@lmco.com 

 

 

 



Attachment	E-3	–	Adjutant	General,	Alaska	National	

Guard	

From: Liu, Amy (MVA) [mailto:amy.liu@alaska.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, June 01, 2016 4:28 PM 

To: Environmental E-Mail 

Cc: Clarke, Ron G (MVA); Doehl, Bob A K (MVA); Hummel, Laurie J (MVA) 

Subject: Letter from BG Laurel J. Hummel, Regarding LRDR 

 

Mr. Spiegelberg, 

 

Please see the attached letter from BG Laurel J. Hummel in regards to a Long Range Discrimination 

Radar System at Clear Air Force Station, Alaska. Do not hesitate to let me know if you have any 

questions. 

 

Amy Liu 

Office of the Commissioner 

Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 

State of Alaska 

P.O. Box 5800 

JBER, AK 99505 

(907) 428-6003  

amy.liu@alaska.gov <mailto:amy.liu@alaska.gov> 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Department of Military and  

Veterans Affairs 
 

Office of the Commissioner 
 

P.O. Box 5800 
JBER, AK 99505-0800 

Main: 907.428.6003 
Fax: 907.428.6019 

Missile Defense Agency MDA/DPFE 
Attention: Mr. Dan Spiegelberg, PE  
5222 Martin Road 
Redstone Arsenal, AL   35898 
 
Delivered electronically via envgrp@mda.mil 
 
1 June 2016 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
On behalf of Governor Bill Walker and the State of Alaska, congratulations on completing your 
final Environmental Assessment of deployment of a Long Range Discrimination Radar (LRDR) 
system at Clear Air Force Station, Alaska.  The document is an important step toward realizing this 
critical new component of our national defense strategy.  The State of Alaska concurs with and 
welcomes the Missile Defense Agency’s (MDA) and Air Force Space Command’s (AFSC) joint 
finding of no significant environmental impact.  
 
The planned LRDR system represents an important element of the United States defense network.  
In particular, as the nearest American land mass to North Korea, Alaska is potentially vulnerable to 
the adverse actions of a belligerent nation with the intent to develop intercontinental ballistic missile 
and other offensive capabilities.  We recognize the legitimate and urgent statewide and national 
security needs for the LRDR system.  Alaska has the appropriate site for it, and we look forward to 
its development and implementation. 
 
Along with obvious national security values, the LRDR will bring significant and long-lasting 
economic benefits.  Construction of the facility will provide jobs for hundreds of Alaskans.  
Operation will require not only direct, long-term, local employment, but hundreds more jobs in 
ancillary activities.  From improving transportation, utility, and communications infrastructure and 
delivering construction materials to disposing of the byproducts of necessary demolition and 
launching derivative ventures such as business parks, data centers, and server farms, the LRDR 
system construction, operation, and maintenance will provide the catalyst for significant, widespread, 
and lasting economic activity.  The University of Alaska and other educators will surely be called 
upon to train skilled workers for associated jobs for many years.  These auxiliary benefits will accrue 
to the state as a whole, and especially to Interior Alaska.  In the state’s presently challenging fiscal 
climate, this imminent economic boost is all the more welcome. 
 



 

Alaska stands ready to provide the skilled workers, environmental expertise, and far north 
operational experience this project demands.  We are confident Alaska, the MDA, and the AFSC 
will continue as strong, cooperative partners for decades to come.  We look forward to working with 
you and to the construction and deployment of the LRDR system. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      BG Laurel J. Hummel 

Commissioner, Alaska Department of Military and 
Veterans’ Affairs 

      The Adjutant General, Alaska National Guard 
 
 



Appendix	E-4	–	Alaska	Department	of	Natural	

Resources	Division	of	Mining,	Land	&	Water	

From: Leinberger, Dianna L (DNR) [mailto:dianna.leinberger@alaska.gov]  

Sent: Sunday, May 29, 2016 2:31 AM 

To: Environmental E-Mail 

Subject: FW: Environmental Assessment Review - Long Range Discrimination 

Radar at Clear AFS, AK 

Importance: High 

 

Hello, 

 

The Department of Natural Resources, Division of Mining, Land and Water, Northern Region Lands 

Section has reviewed the Proposed Final Environmental Assessment for the Long Range Discrimination 

Radar at Clear AFS.  We have no objections or concerns with the proposed project. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

 

Dianna Leinberger 

Natural Resource Manager 

Northern Region Office - Fairbanks 

Division of Mining, Land & Water 

Department of Natural Resources 

(907) 451-2728 

 

 



Attachment	E-5	–	Alaska	Congressman,	Don	Young	

From: Johnsen, Jakob [mailto:Jakob.Johnsen@mail.house.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, June 01, 2016 10:52 AM 

To: Boring, Benjamin D MAJ MDA/CX 

Cc: Environmental E-Mail 

Subject: LRDR EA Comments 

 

Hi Ben,  

 

Please find the attached, comments from Congressman Young regarding the LRDR Environmental 

Assessment. While the letter is addressed to Vice Admiral Syring, we also want to make sure it gets to 

Mr. Spiegelberg at MDA/DPFE down at Redstone.  

 

Jakob Johnsen 

Military Legislative Assistant 

Office of Congressman Don Young 

Congressman for All Alaska 

2314 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515  

Phone: (202) 225-5765 

Fax: (202) 225-0425 

 







Attachment	E-6	–	FAA	includes	Aeronautical	Study	

No.	2016-AAL-405-OE	

From: robert.van.haastert@faa.gov [mailto:robert.van.haastert@faa.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2016 1:28 PM 

To: Spiegelberg, Daniel L CIV MDA/DPFE 

Cc: robert.tomlinson@us.af.mil; Leslie.Grey@faa.gov 

Subject: RE: Environmental Assessment Review - Long Range Discrimination Radar at Clear AFS, AK 

 

FAA review and analysis completed. 

 

Determination attached and also available anytime to download at https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa under 

aeronautical study number 2016-AAL-405-OE. 

 

Robert van Haastert 

Supervisor, Obstruction Evaluation Group, AJV-15 

Office: 907-271-5863 



Mail Processing Center
Federal Aviation Administration
Southwest Regional Office
Obstruction Evaluation Group
10101 Hillwood Parkway
Fort Worth, TX 76177

Aeronautical Study No.
2016-AAL-405-OE

Page 1 of 5

Issued Date: 05/17/2016

MDA/DPF
Missile Defense Agency
Building 5222 Martin Road
Redstone Arsenal, AL 35898

** DETERMINATION OF NO HAZARD TO AIR NAVIGATION **

The Federal Aviation Administration has conducted an aeronautical study under the provisions of 49 U.S.C.,
Section 44718 and if applicable Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations, part 77, concerning:

Structure: Building LRDR Equipment Shelter
Location: Anderson, AK
Latitude: 64-17-19.68N NAD 83
Longitude: 149-11-32.28W
Heights: 597 feet site elevation (SE)

87 feet above ground level (AGL)
684 feet above mean sea level (AMSL)

This aeronautical study revealed that the structure does not exceed obstruction standards and would not be a
hazard to air navigation provided the following condition(s), if any, is(are) met:

It is required that FAA Form 7460-2, Notice of Actual Construction or Alteration, be e-filed any time the
project is abandoned or:

_____ At least 10 days prior to start of construction (7460-2, Part 1)
__X__ Within 5 days after the construction reaches its greatest height (7460-2, Part 2)

Based on this evaluation, marking and lighting are not necessary for aviation safety. However, if marking/
lighting are accomplished on a voluntary basis, we recommend it be installed and maintained in accordance
with FAA Advisory circular 70/7460-1 L.

This determination expires on 11/17/2017 unless:

(a) the construction is started (not necessarily completed) and FAA Form 7460-2, Notice of Actual
Construction or Alteration, is received by this office.

(b) extended, revised, or terminated by the issuing office.
(c) the construction is subject to the licensing authority of the Federal Communications Commission

(FCC) and an application for a construction permit has been filed, as required by the FCC, within
6 months of the date of this determination. In such case, the determination expires on the date
prescribed by the FCC for completion of construction, or the date the FCC denies the application.
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NOTE: REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF THE EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF THIS DETERMINATION MUST
BE E-FILED AT LEAST 15 DAYS PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION DATE. AFTER RE-EVALUATION
OF CURRENT OPERATIONS IN THE AREA OF THE STRUCTURE TO DETERMINE THAT NO
SIGNIFICANT AERONAUTICAL CHANGES HAVE OCCURRED, YOUR DETERMINATION MAY BE
ELIGIBLE FOR ONE EXTENSION OF THE EFFECTIVE PERIOD.

This determination does not constitute authority to transmit on the frequency(ies) identified in this study.
The proponent is required to obtain a formal frequency transmit license from the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) or National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), prior to on-air
operations of these frequency(ies).

This determination is based, in part, on the foregoing description which includes specific coordinates , heights,
frequency(ies) and power . Any changes in coordinates , heights, and frequencies or use of greater power will
void this determination. Any future construction or alteration , including increase to heights, power, or the
addition of other transmitters, requires separate notice to the FAA.

This determination does include temporary construction equipment such as cranes, derricks, etc., which may be
used during actual construction of the structure. However, this equipment shall not exceed the overall heights as
indicated above. Equipment which has a height greater than the studied structure requires separate notice to the
FAA.

This determination concerns the effect of this structure on the safe and efficient use of navigable airspace
by aircraft and does not relieve the sponsor of compliance responsibilities relating to any law, ordinance, or
regulation of any Federal, State, or local government body.

Any failure or malfunction that lasts more than thirty (30) minutes and affects a top light or flashing obstruction
light, regardless of its position, should be reported immediately to (800) 478-3576 so a Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM) can be issued. As soon as the normal operation is restored, notify the same number.

A copy of this determination will be forwarded to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) because the
structure is subject to their licensing authority.

If we can be of further assistance, please contact our office at (907) 271-5863. On any future correspondence
concerning this matter, please refer to Aeronautical Study Number 2016-AAL-405-OE.

Signature Control No: 289626928-292343203 ( DNE )
Robert van Haastert
Specialist

Attachment(s)
Frequency Data
Map(s)

cc: FCC
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Frequency Data for ASN 2016-AAL-405-OE

LOW
FREQUENCY

HIGH
FREQUENCY

FREQUENCY
UNIT ERP

ERP
UNIT

2 4 GHz 120 dBW
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TOPO Map for ASN 2016-AAL-405-OE



Page 5 of 5

Sectional Map for ASN 2016-AAL-405-OE



Attachment	E-7	–	FAA	Notification	of	Completion	of	

Aeronautical	Study	No.	2016-AAL-405-OE	

From: noreply@faa.gov [mailto:noreply@faa.gov]  

Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2016 1:24 PM 

To: Environmental E-Mail; Spiegelberg, Daniel L CIV MDA/DPFE 

Subject: Status of FAA Filing 

 

Your filing is assigned Aeronautical Study Number 2016-AAL-405-OE. 

 

An aeronautical study has been completed and the FAA issued a determination. To review your 

electronic record, go to our website oeaaa.faa.gov and select the Search Archives link to locate your 

case using the Aeronautical Study Number (ASN). Copies of your letter are available on the website for 

your convenience. Please review the letter and adhere to all conditions.  

 

After reviewing your determination if you require additional assistance, please contact Robert van 

Haastert via phone: (907) 271-5863 or email: robert.van.haastert@faa.gov. Please refer to the assigned 

ASN on all future inquiries regarding this filing.  

 

To ensure e-mail notifications are delivered to your inbox please add noreply@faa.gov to your address book. Notifications sent from this 

address are system generated FAA e-mails and replies to this address will NOT be read or forwarded for review. Each system generated e-mail 

will contain specific FAA contact information in the text of the message. 



Attachment	E-8	–	Alaska	Department	of	

Environmental	Conservation	

From: Mendivil, Gary A (DEC) [mailto:gary.mendivil@alaska.gov]  

Sent: Friday, June 03, 2016 12:12 PM 

To: Spiegelberg, Daniel L CIV MDA/DPFE; Environmental E-Mail 

Subject: FW: RE: Environmental Assessment Review - Long Range Discrimination Radar at Clear Air Force 

Base 

 

Attached in MS Word format are the comments from the Alaska Department of Environmental 

Conservation. My apologies on missing the June 2 deadline. I meant to hit Send at the end of the day 

yesterday…… 



ADEC Air Quality comments to the Draft CAF EA 

 

The CAF EA does not accurately describe Alaska’s nonattainment and maintenance areas on page 3-

4.  They are listed below: 

 

Anchorage CO – maintenance area – Redesignated to attainment 

06/23/2004 (69 FR 34935).  Currently under a limited maintenance plan approved 

03/03/2014 (79 FR 11707). 

 

Eagle River PM10 – maintenance area – Redesignated to attainment 

10/19/2010 (75 FR 64162).  Currently under a limited maintenance plan approved 

01/07/2013 (78 FR 900). 

 

Juneau Mendenhall Valley PM10 – maintenance area – Redesignated to attainment 

05/09/2013 (78 FR 27071). Currently under a limited maintenance plan approved in the same 

rule making. 

 

Fairbanks CO – maintenance area – Redesignated to attainment 07/05/2002 (67 FR 

44769).  Currently under a limited maintenance plan approved 08/09/2013 (78 FR 48611). 

 

Fairbanks PM2.5 – nonattainment area – Designated nonattainment 11/13/2009 (74 FR 

58688).  Alaska has submitted a state air quality plan (12/31/2014) that is pending EPA action. 

 

Section 3.2.2.2 CAFS uses Fairbanks monitoring data as substitute for local information. Overall this 

section needs more detail and justification for use of the data. In specific: 

• CAFS does not provide a substitute for background PM2.5 values. The PM2.5 values used are 

above the NAAQS and AAAQS, so cannot be used in this EA or would need a lot more discussion. 

There is no discussion of PM2.5 

• It would be more appropriate to use local ozone data from Denali National Park 

• CAFS might be able to use PM2.5 data from the Denali IMPROVE site for background 

conditions  (Data are publicly available) 

• The argument that Fairbanks PM10 data can be used as an appropriate substitute for local data 

will need to be explained. It is not necessarily true that PM10 levels from urban areas are always 

higher and therefore a conservative estimate for rural areas. Unpaved roads and other natural 

sources could easily create a significant PM10 impacts. CAFS needs to include a more detailed 

discussion of local PM10 sources.  

 

Section 4.2.2.2 Operation - Visibility Impacts to Class I Areas: There is no information or data backing up 

the statements made in this section.  (See above comments regarding lack of data and evaluation) .  This 

section needs to further address the visibility impacts to the Class I area as it relates to EPA’s Regional 

Haze rule and Alaska’s State Implementation Plan (http://dec.alaska.gov/air/anpms/rh/rhsip.htm).  EPA 

has proposed new rules out for comment (https://www.epa.gov/visibility/proposed-rulemaking-

amendments-regulatory-requirements-state-regional-haze-plans). 

 

Appendix B - Air Quality Calculations and Correspondence with Alaska Department of 

Environmental Quality is missing.  There are no data or calculations present to back up any conclusions 

made here in the EA or in the FONSI.   

 



The FONSI should be re-evaluated to determine if the conclusions have changed once the data gaps and 

other comments have been addressed in the draft EA. 



Attachment	E-9	–	Alaska	State	Historic	Preservation	

Officer	
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Attachment F-1 – US Fish & Wildlife Services 
Comments 

The following are excerpts of comments from the email received from the USFWS, as included 

in Attachment E-1 of Appendix E of this EA.  Following the comment provided, an annotated 

response and reference to revisions are provided.   

 

General Comments 

 

General Comment 1: Migratory Birds: Migratory bird nests, eggs or nestlings could be 

destroyed if work is conducted in nesting habitats during the spring and summer breeding 

season, which is generally May 1 through July 15 in Interior Alaska, and March 1 through 

August 31 for raptors, including eagles. The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) prohibits the 

willful killing or harassment of migratory birds. To minimize disturbance to nesting birds and 

help comply with the MBTA, we recommend land disturbing activities (e.g., clearing, 

excavation, fill, brush hogging, etc.) not occur from May 1 to July 15. Should a raptor nest be 

discovered within the project footprint contact our office for further assistance. For more 

information on timing guidelines for land disturbance activities, please refer to the following 

link: http://alaska.fws.gov/ fisheries/fieldoffice/anchorage//pdf/vegetation clearing.pdf (please 

note these guidelines are currently under revision). 

 

Impacts from the project will most likely be to migratory birds from land disturbance activities 

and new infrastructure that may create avian strike hazards. The Service offers the following 

additional recommendations to further minimize impacts to migratory birds and their habitats: 

 

• The Service is aware of ongoing problems with ravens and swallows nesting and 

perching on structures at CAFS. To minimize these nuisance activities, we recommend 

installing anti- nesting and anti-perching devises, and working with staff to keep large 

facility doors closed at all times to prevent birds front nesting inside structures. 

 

Response General Comment 1: Specific responses to General Comment 1 are provided by the 

responses to Specific Comments 1 and 3. 

 

General Comment 2: Invasive Plants: Equipment hauled to the worksite from off-base areas 

could potentially introduce additional invasive species on base. We commend CAFS for their 

ongoing efforts in invasive species management and recommend employing Best Management 

Practices (BMPs) during construction and maintenance activities. BMPs to consider include, but 

are not limited to, thoroughly washing equipment before entering the job site to remove dirt and 

debris that might harbor invasive seeds, appropriately disposing of and treating spoil and 



vegetation contaminated with invasive species, and revegetating with local native plant species. 

Additional BMPs can be found in a recent UAF publication: 

https://www.Graf.edu/ces/pubs/catalog/detail/ index.xm1?id=593 

 

Response General Comment 2: Revisions to BMPs for invasive species management were added 

to Section 4.4.5.1 and Table 4.18-1. 

 

Specific Comments on the EA: 

 

Specific Comment 1: Page 2-9: Section 2.1.2.2 Near Field Antenna (NFA): It is currently 

unknown whether NFA structures, or any other project-related structures, will require guy wires. 

In the event guy wires are used in the project, the Service recommends implementing BMPs to 

decrease the risk of avian strikes. General BMPs to reduce avian strike hazards from guy wires 

or other structures include: 

 

• Using self-supporting, un-guyed towers/structures. 

• Discouraging perching and nesting by ravens and raptors by using monopole structures in 

place of lattice structures, unless use of a monopole structure would require guywires. 

Anti- perching and anti-nesting devices could be used on lattice structures. 

• When guy wires are necessary, each wire should be marked for its full length using 

daytime markers that stand out against the wire and the environment. We recommend 

working with the Service to choose appropriate markers. Markers should be regularly 

maintained for the life of the project. 

 

For additional guidance, the Service also recommends reviewing and implementing, where 

applicable, the Federal Aviation Administration’s Advisory Circular AC 70/7460-1L to further 

reduce avian strike hazards on CAFS: http://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/medial 

Advisory_Circular/AC 70_7460—1L .pdf 

 

Response Specific Comment 1: Additional text description of potential activities related to the 

need for potential use of guy-wires has been provided in Section 2.1.2.2.  Since the issuance of 

the Proposed Final EA, a terminology change has occurred and the near field antennas will be 

referred to as calibration antennas. 

 

Specific Comment 2: Page 3-57: Section 3.16.2 Wetlands at CAFS, 4th Paragraph: Google Earth 

images indicate the proposed LRDR site is about two miles from the eastern edge of the Nenana 

River, not four miles. 

 

Response Specific Comment 2: Section 3.16.2 was revised to 2 miles. 

  



Specific Comment 3: Page 4-25: Section 4.4.2.1 Construction 2nd Paragraph: This paragraph 

indicates construction and tree clearing during the bird breeding season would result in birds 

being “temporarily displaced” and will not result in significant impacts because the species can 

relocate to similar habitat in the area. The Service disagrees with this statement. Conducting land 

disturbing activities during the breeding season can result in take if eggs and flightless birds are 

present. 

 

Response Specific Comment 3: Section 4.4.2.1 has been revised to indicate that to the extent 

practicable, ground disturbance and clearing activities would occur outside of the bird breeding 

season (May 1 to July 15).  Section 4.4.2.1 has also been revised for provisions in the event 

ground disturbance and clearing activities cannot be completed outside the breeding season by 

implementing BMPs listed in CAFS’s INRMP or as needed provisions defined by the military 

exemption.  Similar construction related provisions for breeding and migratory birds and 

additional provisions for raptors have also been provided in Section 4.4.3.1Alternative 2-Site 3B. 

  

Specific Comment 4: Page 4-26: Section 4.4.2.2 Operation 2nd Paragraph: Based on a May 2016 

site visit, Lake  Sansing does not appear to have shallow littoral zones; a valuable wetland 

feature for a diversity of wildlife, particularly waterfowl and waterbirds. If the lake volume will 

be expanded, we recommend creating shallow littoral zones on the edges of Lake Sansing. 

Specifically we recommend 1) a 20-30 foot wide shallow littoral zone (underwater shelves) 

along the bank with slopes no steeper than 10H:IV, 2) irregular shorelines and, if practicable, 

islands and peninsulas to maximize the shore-to-water interface, 3) spreading two-to-four inches 

of organic materials along the shallow littoral shelf and shoreline to maximize natural 

revegetation and productivity, and 4) maintaining at least a 25-foot wide buffer of native 

vegetation adjacent to the lake margin to help filter sediment/pollutants. Most emergent and 

rooted aquatic vegetation grow in water less than 3-feet deep, however, some may grow in water 

up to 6-feet deep, which we consider the maximum depth for the littoral zone. The center of the 

lake, however, could exceed a depth of 6- feet which may provide habitat for diving waterfowl 

and fish. 

 

Response Specific Comment 4: Section 4.4.2.2 has been revised to discuss that due to the 

potential variability of cooling water discharges and changing water levels that may or may not 

occur along the edges of Lake Sansing (a man-made lake) the establishment of any additional 

wildlife habitats (including shallow littoral zones) are not anticipated.  

 

Specific Comment 5: Page 4-27: Section 4.4.5.1 Construction, 4th Bullet: If preferable, the 

timing date can be changed from “July” to “July 15” specifically. Also, the Service considers all 

habitat to be occupied, including areas previously disturbed in the past (i.e., beyond the first 

growing season after disturbance). 

 



Response Specific Comment 5: Section 4.4.5.1.2 has been revised from July to July 15.  

 

Specific Comment 6: Page 4-79: Table 4.18-1. Summary of Proposed Best Management 

Practices BMPs). first box: Recommend re-wording the vegetation disturbance BMP “Initiate 

and conduct clearing and ground disturbance activities prior to nesting/breeding seasons” to 

“Avoid disturbing vegetation from May 1 to July 15.” 

 

Response Specific Comment 6: The referenced statement has been removed from Table 4.18-1.  

As discussed by the response to Specific Comment 3, Section 4.4.2.1 was revised to indicate to 

the extent practicable ground disturbance and clearing activities would occur outside the bird 

breeding season (May 1 to July 15), and in the event ground disturbance and clearing activities 

could not be completed outside the breeding season, BMPs listed in CAFS’s INRMP and 

provisions defined by the military exemption would be implemented.   

 



Attachment F-2 – Alaska Department of Conservation 
Comments 

The following are excerpts of comments from the email received from the Alaska Department of 

Conservation on Air Quality issues, as included in Attachment E-8 of Appendix E of this EA.  

Following the comment provided, an annotated response and reference to revisions are provided.   

 

Comment 1: The CAF EA does not accurately describe Alaska’s nonattainment and maintenance 

areas on page 3-4.  They are listed below: 

 

Anchorage CO – maintenance area – Redesignated to attainment 

06/23/2004 (69 FR 34935).  Currently under a limited maintenance plan approved 

03/03/2014 (79 FR 11707). 

 

Eagle River PM10 – maintenance area – Redesignated to attainment 

10/19/2010 (75 FR 64162).  Currently under a limited maintenance plan approved 

01/07/2013 (78 FR 900). 

 

Juneau Mendenhall Valley PM10 – maintenance area – Redesignated to attainment 

05/09/2013 (78 FR 27071). Currently under a limited maintenance plan approved in the 

same rule making. 

 

Fairbanks CO – maintenance area – Redesignated to attainment 07/05/2002 (67 FR 

44769).  Currently under a limited maintenance plan approved 08/09/2013 (78 FR 

48611). 

 

Fairbanks PM2.5 – nonattainment area – Designated nonattainment 11/13/2009 (74 FR 

58688).  Alaska has submitted a state air quality plan (12/31/2014) that is pending EPA 

action. 

 

Response Comment 1: Section 3.2.2.2 which describes the existing air quality near the CAFS has 

been revised to include the information in Comment #1. 

 

Comment 2: Section 3.2.2.2 CAFS uses Fairbanks monitoring data as substitute for local 

information. Overall this section needs more detail and justification for use of the data. In 

specific: 

 CAFS does not provide a substitute for background PM2.5 values. The PM2.5 values 

used are above the NAAQS and AAAQS, so cannot be used in this EA or would need a 

lot more discussion. There is no discussion of PM2.5 

 It would be more appropriate to use local ozone data from Denali National Park 

 CAFS might be able to use PM2.5 data from the Denali IMPROVE site for background 

conditions  (Data are publicly available) 

 The argument that Fairbanks PM10 data can be used as an appropriate substitute for local 

data will need to be explained. It is not necessarily true that PM10 levels from urban 



areas are always higher and therefore a conservative estimate for rural areas. Unpaved 

roads and other natural sources could easily create a significant PM10 impacts. CAFS 

needs to include a more detailed discussion of local PM10 sources.  

 

Response Comment 2: Section 3.2.2.2 has been updated to utilize the air quality monitors 

located at the Denali National Park (DNP) as the primary substitute of air quality data for the 

CAFS site.  The discussion below describes further the justification for using the air quality data 

to describe existing air quality for the area surrounding the CAFS. 

 

Previously the air quality monitor located at Fairbanks was used in Section 3.2.2.2 because it 

offered continuous data for all of the criteria pollutants that determine compliance with the 

National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). However, after further review since the DNP 

air quality monitors are closer (approximately 40 miles from CAFS) and are located at a rural 

site similar to the CAFS site, the data from these monitor are considered better substitutes for 

the CAFS site.  The air quality monitors at the DNP site include Interagency Monitoring of 

Protected Visual Environment (IMPROVE) and Clean Air Status and Trends Network 

(CASTNET). Both the IMPROVE and CASTNET monitors are located near the park 

headquarters at an elevation of approximately 2,100 feet.  The list of pollutants the IMPROVE 

site monitors includes 24-hour and annual PM2.5 and 24-hour PM10.  The CASTNET site 

provides hourly concentrations of ozone.  

 

Data collected from the air quality monitors at the DNP site was obtained for the 3-year period 

2012-2014.  The IMPROVE and CASTNET data were obtained from the IMPROVE website 

database server hosted by Colorado State University (http://vista.cira.colostate.edu/improve/ 

and referenced in the Final LRDR EA as CSU, 2016). The following paragraphs describe in 

greater detail the air quality data from the DNP site and the methods of calculating background 

air quality values to describe the existing air quality near the CAFS site.   

 

PM2.5 

The data obtained from the IMPROVE website contained 24-hour PM25 values on a daily basis 

during the three year period.  The data for each year was sorted to derive the 98 percentile and 

then each year’s value was then averaged to derive a three year value for 24-hour PM2.5.  The 

PM.5 annual value was found by simply taking the average of each of the 3 years of the daily 

data, and then taking the average of the resulting 3 averages.  

 

PM10 

The data obtained from the IMPROVE website contains 24-hour PM10 values on a daily basis 

during the three year periods. The three year 24-hour PM10 was derived from this data by 

finding the maximum daily concentration for each year, and then taking the average of the three 

yearly maximums.  

 

Ozone 

Monitored ozone concentrations were provided in hourly measurements from the CASTNET 

monitor at DNP.  Mirroring the NAAQS form of the standard, the annual 4
th

 high daily maximum 

8-hour concentration averaged over 3 years was calculated using the data obtained from the 

IMPROVE website.  This was accomplished by first calculating an 8-hour rolling average for 



each of the years 2012 through 2014.  The data was analyzed and the fourth highest value for 

each year was derived.  The fourth high from each year were then averaged to derive the ozone 

concentration in the form of the NAAQS standard. 

 

The DNP IMPROVE and CASNET air quality monitors provide data for PM10, PM2.5, and 

Ozone that are representative of the CAFS site.  However, these DNP air quality monitors do not 

routinely monitor concentrations of SO2 or CO.  Therefore, for these two pollutants the data 

from the Fairbanks air quality monitor were used as a substitute to describe existing air quality 

conditions at the CAFS.  Table 3.2-2 and Section 3.2.2.2 have been updated to incorporate the 

air quality data from DNP.  The actual existing 1-hour concentrations of SO2 at the CAFS site 

may be lower.  This is because the air quality modeling analysis contained in Section III.K.7 of 

Alaska’s Regional Haze SIP that is contained on ADEC’s website, indicates that emissions of 

SO2 from Fairbanks may be significant contributors to the air quality at the DNP.  The air 

quality modeling does not indicate that SO2 emissions from the Denali Borough are significant.  

As such, the actual existing concentrations of SO2 at the DNP site could be lower than those that 

are monitored at the Fairbanks air quality monitor.    

 

Section 3.2.2.2 has also been updated to provide a list of possible sources of fugitive dust 

particulate matter (i.e., PM10 and PM2.5) for the CAFS site.  As indicated above the 24-hour 

PM10 data from the IMPROVE air quality monitor at the DNP site was analyzed and indicates 

rather low concentrations of PM10 in the existing air quality for the past three years.  There are 

no other air quality monitors near the CAFS site that could further quantify the possible sources 

of fugitive dust.  However, for completeness Section 3.2.2.2 has been updated with possible 

PM10 sources based on the sources of rural dust identified on ADEC’s Dust – Rural 

Communities website (http://dec.alaska.gov/air/anpms/comm/rural_PM10.htm and referenced in 

the Final LRDR EA as ADEC, 2016a). 

 

Comment 3: Section 4.2.2.2 Operation - Visibility Impacts to Class I Areas: There is no 

information or data backing up the statements made in this section.  (See above comments 

regarding lack of data and evaluation) .  This section needs to further address the visibility 

impacts to the Class I area as it relates to EPA’s Regional Haze rule and Alaska’s State 

Implementation Plan (http://dec.alaska.gov/air/anpms/rh/rhsip.htm).  EPA has proposed new 

rules out for comment (https://www.epa.gov/visibility/proposed-rulemaking-amendments-

regulatory-requirements-state-regional-haze-plans ). 

 

Response Comment 3: Section 4.2.2.2 has been revised to further address visibility impacts to 

the Denali National Park. 

 

Comment 4: Appendix B - Air Quality Calculations and Correspondence with Alaska 

Department of Environmental Quality is missing.  There are no data or calculations present to 

back up any conclusions made here in the EA or in the FONSI.   

 

Response Comment 4: Air Quality Calculations and Correspondence with the Alaska 

Department of Environmental Quality was provided on MDA’s website and provided for Agency 

and public review. 

 

http://dec.alaska.gov/air/anpms/rh/rhsip.htm
https://www.epa.gov/visibility/proposed-rulemaking-amendments-regulatory-requirements-state-regional-haze-plans
https://www.epa.gov/visibility/proposed-rulemaking-amendments-regulatory-requirements-state-regional-haze-plans


Comment 5: The FONSI should be re-evaluated to determine if the conclusions have changed 

once the data gaps and other comments have been addressed in the draft EA. 

 

Response Comment 5: Based on the comments received and associated revisions, no substantial 

changes to the FONSI were required. 
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